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2 Thorpe Close
London W10 5XL
Tel: 020 7221 5763
Mobile: 07961 447116
Email: persiancarecentre@hotmail.co.uk
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Ladbroke Grove, (Hammersmith & City Line
and Circle Line)Persian Care Centre is a
registered charity in England (No. 1104739)
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Trouble with your relationship?
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Call us foday - You deserve o happier life!
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PIRST PERSIAN CONTENPORAR
Musical Theatre

“SAADAT IN LONDON"
12th Nov 2010

Arts Depot

Ni2 0GA
WWW.artsdepot.co.uk

Tickets: £10-£15
Booking : 07853351440
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Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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Private parties and outside catering available

143-145 Uxbridge Road axile 8 ola ulad Lo 9,5, 9 it Gledol (51 5 Lilal
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Tangerine.concerts
Proudly Presents
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\\ /’t’ti’uw
EHSAN KHAJE AMIRI

LONDON
Sat 4t» Dec 2010

7:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Central HalllVWestminster

Storey’s Gate, SW1H 9NH
Tickets: £35 & UP  Call: 07530022332

WWw.ahang.co.uk
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Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation
cer H”'E P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS car Hire
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www.aacarsltd.co.uk

Tel: 020 8903 5383 (it 28 Northfield Industrial Estate

Fax: 0845 388 5384  Beresford Avenue, Wembley HAO INW
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SURENA
AN IRANIAN HERO

Surena or Suren may refer to either a noble family of
Parthian era or to a renowned 1st century BC General
Surena.

From Ammianus Marcellinus and other historiogra-
phers of late antiquity, it appears that Surena was also
a title of office.

The highest dignity in the kingdom, next to the crown,
was that of Surena, or field marshal, and this position
was hereditary, CAIS reported.

Surena remains a popular name in Iran.

House of Suren

The Surenas or House of Suren is one of two Parthian
noble families explicitly mentioned by name in sources
datable to the Arsacid period.

For at least the second half of the Arsacid era (which
extends from 247 BC to 224 CE), the Surena family had
the privilege to crown the Parthian kings. Following
the 3rd century CE defeat of the Arsacids and the sub-
sequent rise of the Sassanids, the Surenas then switched
sides and began to serve the Persians, at whose court
they were identified as one of the so-called “Parthian
clans”.

The last attested scion of the family was a military com-
mander active in northern China during the 9th cen-

tury.

It is probable that the Surenas were landowners in
Sakestan, that is, in the region between Arachosia and
Drangiana in present-day southwestern Afghanistan,
where they expelled the aboriginal Sakas who then mi-
grated to the Punjab. The Surenas appear to have gov-
erned Sistan (which derives its name from Sakestan and
was once a much larger region than the present-day
province) as their personal fiefdom.

Ernst Herzfeld maintained that the dynasty of the
Indo-Parthian emperor Gondophares represented the
House of Suren.

Other notable members of the family include the 1st
century BC cavalry commander General Surena and a
6th-century CE governor (satrap) of Armenia who at-
tempted to reestablish Zoroastrianism in that province.

General Surena

General Surena (84-52 BC) was a famed commander of
cavalry during the reign of the Arsacid King Orodes II
(57-38 BC(.

In Life of Crassus 21, written c. 225 years after the
commander’s time, Plutarch described Surena as “an
extremely distinguished man. In wealth, birth, and in
the honor paid to him, he ranked next after the king;
in courage and ability he was the foremost Parthian of
his time; and in stature and personal beauty he had no
equal”.

Also, according to Plutarch, there were many slaves in
his army, suggesting the general had great wealth.

In 54 BC, Surena commanded troops of Orodes II at
the battle for the city of Seleucia. Surena distinguished
himself in this battle for dynastic succession (Orodes II
had previously been deposed by Mithridates III) and
was instrumental in the re-
instatement of Orodes upon
the Arsacid throne.

In 53 BC, the Romans ad-
vanced on the western Ar-
sacid vassalaries. In response,
Orodes II sent his cavalry
units under Surena to com-
bat them. The two armies
subsequently met at Bat-
tle of Carrhae (at Harran in
present-day Turkey), where
the superior equipment and
clever tactics of the Parthians to lure the Romans out
into the middle of the desert enabled them to defeat the
numerically superior Romans.

Although this feat of arms took a severe toll on the Ro-
man troops (Plutarch speaks of 20,000 dead and 10,000
prisoners), and produced a mighty echo among the peo-
ples of the East, it did not cause any decisive shift in the
balance of power, that is, the Arsacid victory did not
gain them territory.

For Surena, it soon cost him his life. Probably fear-
ing that he would constitute a threat to himself, King
Orodes IT had him executed.

In some ways, the position of Surena in the historical
tradition is curiously parallel to that of Rostam in Shah-
nameh. Yet, despite the predominance of Rostam in the
epic tradition, it has never been possible to find him a
convincingly historical niche.

The last composition of the 17th-century French dram-
atist Pierre Corneille, a tragedy titled Surna, is roughly
based on the story of General Surena.

Hero of Carrhae
Eran Spahbodh Rustaham Suren-Pahlav, son of Ara-
khsh (Arash, pers.) and Massis, was born in 84 BC. The
name under which he appears in the western classical
sources was apparently no more than his hereditary ti-
tle, that of Suren, which continues to appear as well in
the record of Iranian history far into Sassanian times.

His glorious name is preserved amongst the throne,
of epic heroes whose deeds are recalled in the Kaya-
nian section of the Shahnameh. In the Iranian national
epic, the record of Arsacids was suppressed at their true
chronological point, the instance of Gotarz (Goudarz)
has shown that some at least of its spectacular episodes
were transferred to the legendary period of Keikavous,
and incorporated there.

The feat of arms performed by Suren was certainly the
most celebrated of the whole Ashkanian era. Thus, in
some ways, the position of great Suren in the historical
tradition is curiously parallel to that of Rostam, the hero
of Shahnameh. His figure has been endowed with many
features of a historical personality of Rostam.

The latter was always represented as the mightiest of
Iranian paladins, and the atmosphere of episodes in
which he features is strongly reminiscent of the Ash-
kanian period.

Plutarch said, “For Suren was no ordinary person; but
in fortune, family and honor the first after the king;
and in point of courage and capacity, as well as size and
beauty, superior to the Parthians of his time. If he went

only on an excursion into the country, he had a thou-
sand camels to carry his baggage and two hundred car-
riages for his concubines.”

Suren was attended by a thousand heavy-armed horses,
and many more of the light-armed rode before him. In-
deed, his vassals and slaves made up a body of cavalry
little less than 10,000. He had the hereditary privilege
in his family of putting the diadem upon the king’s
head, when he was crowned.

When Orodes was driven from throne, he restored
him; and it was he who conquered for him the great
city of Selucia, being the first to scale the wall and beat-
ing off the enemy with his own hand. Though he was
not then 30 years old, his discernment was strong, and
his counsel esteemed the best.

The Battle of Carrhae

The feudal and decentralized structure of Parthian
Empire may help to explain why, though founded on
annexation and perpetually menaced by hostile armies
both in the east and in the west, it never took a strong
offensive after the days of Emperor Mithradates II.

Iran tended to remain on the defensive. The wars be-
tween Iran and Rome, therefore, were initiated not by
the Iranians--who deeply injured though they were
by the encroachments of Pompey--but by Rome itself.
Marcus Licinius Crassus, the Roman triumvir in 54 BC,
took the offensive against Iran.

Such then were the protagonists in the decisive battle
that was about to develop. With regard to the strength
of the two armies, that of the Romans was greatly supe-
rior in sheer numbers, but ill adapted to the open ter-
rain.

According to the most reliable account, that of Plu-
tarch, Crassus commanded a force of seven legions, of
which the total effective strength was estimated by
Tarn at 28,000 heavy infantrymen.

The Iranian force led by commander of Iranian forces,
Suren, which they were opposed, consisted, as the ac-
count shows, of a thousand fully armored lancers, the
cataphracti, who formed the bodyguard of the general.
Nine thousand horse-archers formed the main body and
the baggage-train of a thousand camels was available to
bring up extra stocks of arrows. The entire farce was
mounted and highly mobile under desert conditions.

At a superficial reckoning, the Roman force may
have seemed sufficient for the task in hand. The event
showed, however, that in two critical respects, the Ro-
mans had underestimated the Iranian forces. The pow-
er of horse-archers’ arrows to penetrate the legionary
armor had not been appreciated, perhaps because the

Roman commanders were unaware that the compound
bow which the Iranians employed was a more power-
ful weapon than the lighter bows found at that time
in Rome. Again, the Romans had anticipated that the
Iranian cavalry would quickly exhaust their stock of ar-
rows, but the camel train of the General Suren made
it possible for him to bring up stocks of arrows as the
quivers of his men were emptied. But for these two mis-
calculations, the Roman legionary square might have
been expected to hold its own against the Iranian caval-
ry. Yet the heat and vast distances of the Mesopotamian
Plain (for the battle took place in June) would have put
Roman infantry at a disadvantage due to lack of experi-
ence to meet such a stoutest military in the East.
Moreover, the Roman means of retaliation against their
adversaries were ineffective, since the range of the Ro-
man javelin was obviously limited, and the Gaulish cav-
alry relied on for a counter-attack were provided only
with short javelins. Despite the crushing defeat of Ro-
mans, the Iranians made no attempt to follow up their
victory to invade Rome. Romans after Carrhae learnt
from Iranians to introduce cavalry into their army, just
as nearly a thousand years earlier, the first Iranian to
reach the plateau introduced the Assyrians to a similar
reform. But the upshot of the debacle was to win un-
questioned recognition for Iran as a superior to Rome
and the return of Iranian Empire.
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NORMAN WAS GOOD COMPANION OF
OUR CHILDHOOD: IRANIAN COMEDIAN

The Iranian comedy actor of cinema and tel-
evision Alireza Khamseh recalled that the late

British comic actor Norman Wisdom was a
good companion during the times of difficul-
ties and disappointments of childhood.

“Norman belonged to the world of our child-
hood, a time of sadness and struggles in our
lives that was too short,” reads part of the note
Khamseh submitted to the Persian service of
Fars.

It was reported on Monday that British comic
actor Norman Wisdom, who played bumbling
characters in slapstick films of the 1950s and
60s, died at the age of 95.

“The world of comedy lost one of its veterans.
Our childhood was filled with sweet memo-
ries of watching films starring Norman.
“Whenever we wanted to laugh and forget our
sorrows, we went to the cinema and watched
films starring Norman Wisdom, Jerry Lewis or
others like them,” it reads.

The note continues, “There is no way to es-
cape death but how beautiful it is when some-
one dies and leaves sweet memoirs behind.
And all the films starring Norman have no
exceptions to this. “His happy face always
made us forget our little childhood concerns.
His name and memory will remain with us for
ever,” it concludes.

British director holds workshops on
staging of Shahnameh stories

British stage director Tim Supple is holding a three-day workshop on
the adaptation of Shahnameh stories to the stage.

Held by the Leev Theater Group, the first two workshops were held on
Tuesday and Wednesday and will be followed by another on Friday.
The workshop was attended by several stage artists and scholars in-
cluding Hassan Majuni, Amir-Reza Kuhestani, Ali-Asghar Dashti,
Nagmeh Samini and Mohammad Agebati.

Supple intends to act as a dramaturge for stories from Shahnameh. He
traveled to Iran and, during his one-week stay in Tehran, he is meeting

with some Iranian artists.

“I felt I should travel Iran to understand the place of Shahnameh
among Iranians and to hear the voice of Iranian artists while they are

reading shahnameh,” he said.

British author Dick Davis has translated Shahnameh in prose and
verse, and he and Supple are still working on it.

Supple staged a multi-lingual production of Shakespeare’s “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” in India. The experimental interpretation played
at the RSC (Swan Theatre, Stratford) and, subsequently, at the Round-
house in London in 2007 and is now touring the world.

>«

Italian cameraman
Vittorio Storaro to
film Majidi’s
“*Muhammad (S)”

Vittorio Storaro, the three-time Academy
Award winning Italian director of photogra-

phy whose credits include “Apocalypse Now”,
is taking the helm of filming the great Iranian
project “Muhammad (S)”.

The film by director Majid Majidi narrates
the childhood of Prophet Muhammad (S) up

to the age of twelve, well before the advent
of his prophecy and targets an international
audience of all faiths.

Vittorio Storaro whose other credits include
“Reds” and “The Last Emperor” arrived in
Tehran on September 29, the Persian service
of Fars announced on Saturday.

Aleksandar Denic, the set decorator of Emir
Kusturica’s tragic-farce “Underground” is also
due to collaborate in this project.

The first draft of the screenplay was co-au-
thored by Majidi and Kambuzia Partovi, the
writer of the celebrated film “Border Café”.

The historical documents were compiled with
the aid of scholars, historians and clerics from
various countries including Iran, Morocco,
Tunisia, Lebanon, Iraq and Algeria over a pe-
riod of a year.

Produced by Mohammad-Mehdi Heidarian,
the film will be released at least in Persian,
Arabic and English and will be shot in Iran
and probably in two other countries.

Photo: Italian cameraman Vittorio Storaro
holds an Oscar he received for “The Last
Emperor” during the 60th Annual Academy
Awards in 1987.

Dutch museum keen on collaboration
with Iranian cultural organizations

Sjarel Ex, director of Boijmans Van Beuningen
Museum in Rotterdam announced willingness to
boost collaboration with Iranian cultural organi-
zations. In August 2010, the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art (TMCA) agreed to loan a paint-
ing by Dutch artist Kees van Dongen (1877-1968)
at the request of the museum.

The painting named “Trinidad Fernandez” (1907)
is on display as a part of a show arranged by the
museum under the title of “All eyes on Kees van
Dongen”.

Iran’s ambassador to the Netherlands Kazem Ghar-
ibabadi paid a visit to the exhibit and met with the

director of the museum Sjarel Ex, as was reported
in a press release on Saturday.

Sjarel Ex accompanied Gharibabadi and expressed
his gratitude over the loan of the painting which
went on show in the country for the first time.
According to Sjarel Ex, the painting “Trinidad Fer-
nandez” has attracted a great number of visitors to
the exhibit.

The exhibit opened on September 18 and will run
for four months until January 23, 2011, showcas-
ing some eighty masterpieces by the renowned
painter Kees van Dongen.

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen shows old and
modern art, artifacts and designs. The museum has
one of world’s most important collections of paint-
ings and drawings.

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT THREATENING
ELAMITE SITE IN SOUTHWESTERN IRAN

Construction of a building at
the perimeter of the Tarisha
Temple is threatening the his-
torical integrity of the Elamite
site in the Izeh region in Khuz-
estan Province.

The building, which is being
constructed at a distance of
500 meters from the temple,
belongs to the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
the Persian service of the Mehr
news Agency reported on Tues-
day.

The Tarisha Temple, which is
also known as Eshkaft-e Sal-
man, is home to the largest neo-
Elamite inscription ever found
in Iran. It also has four bas-
reliefs, two of which are inside
a nearby cave. One of the bas-
reliefs depicts a woman beside a
man and a priest in a traditional
ceremony.

All Iranian organizations have
been informed by the Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Organization (CHTHO)
about the prohibition of con-
struction projects on the perim-
eter of ancient and historical
sites, Khuzestan Cultural Herit-
age Enthusiasts Society (Tarya-
na) spokesman Mojtaba Gahes-
tuni said.

“The organizations must obtain
CHTHO’s permission for con-
structing any structure on the
perimeter of ancient and his-

torical sites,” he added.

However, the CHTHO has not
granted the IRGC permission to
build the structure.

A collection of Elamite bas-re-
liefs and inscriptions of the Izeh
region, including the Tarisha
Temple is to be submitted for
registration on the UNESCO
World Heritage List.

A hotel and an amphitheater
had previously been construct-
ed inside the perimeter of the
Tarisha Temple grounds. The
CHTHO filed a lawsuit against
the developers however, it did
not yield a positive result for
the organization.

The structure has currently
been turned into a dining hall.

Experts believe that the struc-
tures on the perimeter of the
site are expected to thwart
CHTHO’s efforts for registra-
tion of the Izeh collection on
the UNESCO World Heritage
List.

In 2006, the inscription of the
Tarisha Temple was tagged
with graffiti by vandals. No ef-
fort has been made to remove
the graffiti from the inscription
so far.
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I firmly and sincerely

believe that this outrageous right
(VETO) along with and simulta-
neous to a complete restructur-
ing of the United Nation’s char-
ter and its voting systems both
in the general assembly and the
Security Council must be under-
taken and this is in any event
inevitable

n the year 1919 after the First World

War the League of Nations was formed.

But After 20 years, this international
institution played such a weak and mean-
ingless part in the world affairs to the extent
that it could not even manage its own inter-
nal affairs. In the year 1939, the year that
the Second World War started, out of the
60 members, 16 nations had already left the
organisation and the remaining 44 members
had no power to influence the world affairs
and to deal intelligently and positively with
those in favour of the war. Therefore start-
ing with The assassination on 28 June 1914
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria,
the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary,
is seen as the immediate trigger of the war.
Long-term causes, such as imperialistic for-
eign policies of the great powers of Europe,
such as the German Empire, the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, the Ottoman Empire,
the Russian Empire, the British Empire,
France, and Italy, played a major role. Ferdi-
nand’s assassination by a Yugoslav national-
ist resulted in a Habsburg ultimatum against
the Kingdom of Serbia. Several alliances
formed over the past decades were invoked,
so within weeks the major powers were at
war; as all had colonies, the conflict soon
spread around the world.
In the year 1945, and after the Second World
War the United Nations organisation was
established, which had 51 members in the
beginning. And now has, 192 member states
taking part in its various activities.
In fact all the countries of the world regard-
less of their differences in the area of poli-
tics, religion and race became members.
Alas, this organisation in the first decade
of the 21st century, with such a number of
members embracing the world and with its
vast institutional hierarchy could be easily
compared with the ineffective actions taken
by the League of Nations which were largely
negative in the third decade of the 20th cen-
tury.
What positive and favourable action has
been taken and what are the aims and ob-
jectives of such a vast institution and what
international difficulties have they been able
to resolve? Almost none
This organisation has one main operative
side and an important body named the Se-
curity Council. It has also a number of af-
filiated bodies such as UNESCO, FAO, IMF,
IDB and UNICEF, International Court of
Justice, Human Rights Organisation, just to
mention a few.
Which one of the above affiliated bodies can
make a claim to any meaningful success in
the areas of their responsibilities and can

claim any success? Practically none

Whilst the whole charter of the United Na-
tions should be carefully examined and re-
vised, line by line, and all people of the world
who have any interests on the subject, and
particularly specialists and academics, must
be invited by appropriate means to partici-
pate in this imperative practice by express-
ing their views, suggestions and criticisms,
but for the purpose of this brief and abridged
article, I find it necessary to mention and
discuss the structure and the voting regime
of the two of the most important bodies of
this organisation, the current operative sys-
tem of which make a complete and utter
mockery of the entire operation and deci-
sions of the United Nations organisation and
therefore make it unfit for purpose.

However and before I embark upon com-
menting on those two most important bod-
ies of the United Nations, I must admit that
I have been absolutely flabbergasted to find
that nobody has ever to date, thought or per-
haps dared to talk about these apparent dif-
ficulties inherent in the system according to
which the United Nations operates.

This, in itself, whilst appears to be very
strange, made me more determined to pur-
sue this path and convinced me that some-
body must initiate this movement whatever

the cost.

Now I come back to make some comments
and discuss the unjust and the undemocratic
operative details of the two most important
parts and bodies of the United Nations as fol-
lows:

1- The General Assembly.

At the present moment there are 192 mem-
ber states participating in the discussions
about world affairs all of whom are obliged
to adhere to the rules as contained in the
charter regarding the decisions as suggested
and presented to them. Each member state
has the same and equal rights as all the oth-
ers, namely one vote. This is not only totally
unfair and unjust but also completely un-
democratic.

This is so because no account is taken with
regard to the huge differences between dif-
ferent member states. Demographics (Popu-
lation, Geographical circumstances, GDP,
level of literacy, etc) just to mention a few,
is not considered and regardless of these im-
mense variations, each member state has one
vote when a resolution is to be considered
and a decision is to be made. How can any
reasonable person justify this ridiculous op-
erational system, is beyond my imagination.

2- Permanent members and the existence of

veto rights

Whatever the circumstances, over 60 years
ago, the victors of the Second World War
along with some other nations (Fifty one)
decided to form the United Nations in order
to ensure peace and security in the world.
Gradually the Security Council, as the most
important body in the United Nations,
comprising of the 15 member states (ten of
whom to be elected by the general assem-
bly) was formed but the five other members
were not only permanent but also had a veto
right. This method has been in operation up
to the present time which is most undemo-
cratic and unjustifiable.

These permanent members, with the unique
advantage of having a veto right are Ameri-
ca, Russia, China, England and France.

At present as mentioned before there are
192 member states and only one of the per-
manent members with the veto right can
through the implementation of this right, in
effect negate the unanimous decisions of all
the others and one wonders how the decent
and peace loving people of the world can ac-
cept and indeed tolerate this most dictato-
rial arrangements. No wonder many nations
of the world and on numerous occasions
have completely ignored some of the resolu-

tions passed by the Security Council.

The anachronism, the ridiculousness of the
existence of such dictatorial system and the
danger that this ugly fact has created and can
create in the world in future is so obvious
that it hardly needs any further explanation.
In conclusion, I firmly and sincerely believe
that this outrageous right (VETO) along with
and simultaneous to a complete restructur-
ing of the United Nation’s charter and its
voting systems both in the general assembly
and the Security Council must be undertak-
en and this is in any event inevitable.

In closing, I would challenge anybody or
any organisation including United Nations
itself to prove me wrong on any of the points
raised. This should of course be based on
clarified and confirmed evidence and show
that the results of their past decisions backed
by an honest and tangible case study, has
ever been positive.

*For further information please refer to the
www.democratiseun.org

References:

1) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_
War_1
2)http://www.un.org/aboutun/history.htm
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The greatest

hypocrisy
on earth

‘% Ala Amirshahi

Founder and co-ordinator of Democratise UN*

The United Nations organisation, as
the most important international in-
stitution in the world is structured in
the most undemocratic manner im-
aginable.

Its present structure according to its
charter, both in its general assem-
bly and particularly in the Security
Council which is the most important
body within the organisation is as
far away from democratic as one can
find.

Accordingly the decisions made by
the security council are very often
completely ignored by many coun-
tries so much so that , for example
Mr Ahmadi Nejad, the president of
the Islamic republic of Iran referred
to these resolutions as useless pieces
of meaningless papers.

In addition to the facts mentioned
above, promotion of democracy in
the world by such an institution is
not only ridiculous but also hypo-
critical.

In order to expand on the subject,

perhaps it is necessary to begin this
argument by giving a brief history of
the organisation since its formation.
The very first person who teased
and made fun of the United Nations
was General De Gaulle. He never
referred to this institution with any
respect or had any positive views. Of
course his vision in this regard was
unique and unlike any others who
have expressed negative views re-
lating to this institution. He, having
studied the detailed contents of the
structure according to which this or-
ganisation was to operate, could fore-
see its future. He clearly referred to
the future of the United Nations as a
farcical show.

The United Nations organisation was
established at the end of the Second
World War with the intention to re-
place the empty place of the League
of Nations and to preserve peace and
security in the world.
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