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PIRST PERSIAN CONTENPORAR
Musical Theatre

“SAADAT IN LONDON"
12th Nov 2010

Arts Depot

Ni2 0GA
WWW.artsdepot.co.uk

Tickets: £10-£15
Booking : 07853351440
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Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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Private parties and outside catering available
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Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation
cer H”'E P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS car Hire
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www.aacarsltd.co.uk

Tel: 020 8903 5383 (it 28 Northfield Industrial Estate

Fax: 0845 388 5384  Beresford Avenue, Wembley HAO INW
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Obeid Zakani

Satirist Par Excellence

Najameddin Obeid Zakani was a Persian poet and sati-
rist of 14th century from the city of Qazvin. He studied
in Shiraz under the best masters of his day, but eventu-
ally moved back to his native city.

He, however, preferred Shiraz to Qazvin, as he was a
poet in Shah Abu Es’haq’s court where young Hafez was
also present, Historicaliran.blogspot.com reported.

Zakani is one of the most remarkable poets, satirists
and social critics whose works did not receive the at-
tention it deserved.

Oeuvre
The poet’s work is largely satirical and focused on po-
litical issues. He was a remarkable social critic who
looked upon the extravagant indulgence and corruption
around him with the censorious eyes of a juvenile and
portrayed it with the wit of Voltaire and the grotesque-
ness of Rabelais.

He used scathing stories and sardonic maxims to paint a
world full of deceit, greed, lust, sycophancy and perver-
sion, where old values and virtues were scorned and ex-
tremes of wealth and poverty, violence and bloodshed
were the order of the day.

Zakani wrote Risaleh Delgosha (Treatise of Joy),

Akhlaq Al-Ashraf (Ethics of the Aristocracy) and the
famous humorous fable Moosh va Gorbeh (Mouse and
Cat), which was a political satire. His non-satirical, se-
rious verses are also very well written, in league with
the other great works of Persian literature.

Formative Years
While pursuing his studies in Shiraz, Zakani became
one of the most accomplished men of letters and learn-
ing of his time, acquiring complete proficiency in com-
piling books and treatises. He subsequently returned
to Qazvin, where he had the honor of being appointed
judge and began to teach a number of students.

To express his denunciation of the corrupt morals of
the time, he composed the treatise known as Akhlaq
Al-Ashraf, which was not intended as mere ribaldry
but as a satire containing serious reflections and wise
warnings.

Or, in order to depict the stupidity and ignorance of
the leading dignitaries of Qazvin, he included in his Ri-
saleh Delgosha many anecdotes that carry lessons for
people of discernment.

He wrote Moosh va Gorbeh around 1370, in which he
highlighted the moral dilemma of the suppressed who
feel powerless. The mice who fight against the domina-
tion of the cats don’t simply fail because of their weak-
ness, smallness or fear; they lose because of the cats
brutality.

Gaining King’s Favor

Zakani composed a treatise Ilm-i-Ma'ni-o-Bayan (The
Science of Meaning and Expression) which he desired
to present to the king. Courtiers, however, told him
that the king had no need for such rubbish. Then he
composed a fine panegyric, which he desired to recite,
but they informed him that His Majesty did not like to
be mocked with lies or exaggerations.

Himself a kind of poet-jester, he resented being kept
waiting because the king was busy with his real jester
and wondered whether the king’s attention or favor
could be gained through jesting and ribaldry.

Zakani began to recklessly utter the most unabashed
sayings and the most unseemly jests, for which he re-
ceived innumerable gifts, which none dared to present
to the king. Thus, a serious writer, moralist and pan-
egyrist was compelled by circumstances to become a
ribald satirist.

A majority of both the originals and the translations of
his raunchy poetry either omitted the naughty words
with coy little dashes to indicate the omission, which
the knowledgeable reader will have to guess by infer-
ence.

Carcass of
Giant Shark
Found In

Khormoussa

The carcass of a giant whale shark
has been washed ashore on the
coast of Persian Gulf, as the wa-
terway’s ecosystem is threatened
by rising pollution. Mohammad

Bager Nabavi, an official of the
Department of Environment,
said there was no sign of wounds
on the animal’s body, which
means it died naturally, Presstv
reported. The carcass, which is
about 10 meters (33 ft.) in length,
was found on the shores of Khor-
moussa region in southern Iran.
Nabavi warned, however, that
the threatened species is often
the victim of illegal hunting.
Whale sharks, the largest liv-
ing fish species, feed mainly on

plankton, microscopic plants and
animals. In two similar incidents
in late September, the carcasses of
two giant whales washed ashore
on Iran’s Persian Gulf coasts.
Critics blame the government’s
inadequate measures for the ris-
ing pollution in the Persian Gulf.
Oil leakage caused by damaged
pipelines, dumping of sewage
into the waters and the uncon-
trolled growth of red algae are
major factors threatening the
Persian Gulf’s ecosystem.

Statue of Amir Kabir
unveiled at Tehran park

The giant statue of Amir Kabir found its final home
at Tehran’s Mellat Park, at the entrance of the park,
right above the stairs
where busts of other
Iranian luminaries are
located.

The bronze sculpture
of Mirza Taqi Khan
Farahani, best known
as Amir Kabir (1807-
1852), the prime min-
ister of the Qajar king
Nasser ad-Din Shah,
was created by Abol-
hassan Seddiqi in Italy
before the Islamic Rev-
olution and has finally come home 32 years later.
The choice of location to install the giant sculpture
provoked much controversy. Fereidun Seddigi,
the son of deceased sculptor was convinced that
Golestan Palace, where Amir Kabir once served as
prime minister of Iran, was the best place for the
giant sculpture of Amir Kabir.

However, the final decision was to situate the over 3
meter-high sculpture at Mellat Park. The ceremony
took place at the park on Monday where a group of
officials and interested artists attended.

Director of the Art and Cultural Organization of
Tehran Municipality Mohammad-Javad Shushtari,
Tehran Municipality’s Statue Office director Moj-
taba Musavi, and Seddiqi’s son Fereidun were ob-
served among the participants.

Musavi made the opening speech and talked about
the efforts it took to bring the statue back home.
Shushtari next referred to the lofty achievements
made by Amir Kabir over the years and talked about
the impressive sculptures crafted by Seddiqi.

“My father first made the huge artwork in several
small pieces at a factory in Florence to be assembled
later, but he returned to Iran during the revolution
and the sculpture was left there with an undeter-
mined fate,” Fereidun had said earlier.

“The Association of National Works was disbanded
after the revolution and the required funding was
not provided to the factory owner who in return
kept the artwork for himself in his factory all these
years,” he had explained.

Several months ago, when director Musavi made a
trip to Italy to pursue the case, he found out that the
owner was dead and the sculpture was still in the
workshop of the factory. Furthermore, the owner’s
son was no longer interested in keeping the sculp-
ture. Iran’s embassy in Italy pursued the issue, and
through the efforts made by the Iranian ambassa-
dor and Tehran Mayor Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf,
the huge sculpture has been returned to Iran after
32 years. Abolhassan Seddiqi was born in 1894 in
Tehran. He was intensely interested in painting and
left school to study art in Kamalolmolk’s school.
Kamalolmolk was astonished upon seeing Seddiqi’s
first statues and dedicated a workshop to him in his
school. Seddiqi created many statues of great Iranian
luminaries and other great artwork during his time
in Italy. In 1991, the Iranian National Commission
for UNESCO decided to take photos of Seddiqi’s
statues and published a book on his creations three
years later. Ferdowsi’s statue situated in Ferdowsi
Square, and Khayyam’s statue set up in Tehran’s La-
leh Park, are other noteworthy credits by Seddiqi.
Seddiqi passed away in 1995, one year after his book
was published.

Photo: The statue of Amir Kabir created by Abol-
hassan Seddiqi 32 years ago was installed at Tehran’s
Mellat Park on October 11, 2010. (Mehr/Amir Kho-
lusi)
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IRAN LOANS
PICASSO PAINTING
TO ZURICH SHOW

A painting by Pablo Picasso has been
loaned by the Tehran Museum of Con-
temporary Art (TMCA) to the Kun-
sthaus Zurich show.

“The Painter and His Model” will be
put display in an exhibition, which
will be held from October 15, 2010 to
January 30, 2011 in Switzerland.

Picasso created the 214 x 200cm paint-
ing in 1927. The TMCA loaned the
“The Painter and His Model” at the
request of the Kunsthaus Zurich show.
The Kunsthaus exhibit will also hang
some 70 of the major works chosen by
Picasso for his retrospective held at the
Kunsthaus and curated by the artist
himself from September to November
of 1932.

In tribute to the centenary of its found-
ing, the Kunsthaus presents a brilliant
homage to the artist featuring works
from his early days as well as his blue
and pink periods, his Cubist phase, and
his ‘urbane’ classical period.

The selection comes from the most re-
nowned collections and private lenders
in Europe, the USA, and Japan.

In August 2010, the TMCA also agreed
to loan a painting by Dutch artist Kees
van Dongen (1877-1968) at the request
of Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum
in Rotterdam.

The painting named “Trinidad Fernan-
dez” (1907) is currently on display as a
part of a show arranged by the museum
under the title of “All eyes on Kees van
Dongen”.

Happy Hafez Day

From the garden of Heaven a western breeze
Blows through the leaves of my garden of earth;
With a love like a huri I'ld take mine ease,

And wine! bring me wine, the giver of mirth!
To-day the beggar may boast him a king, His
banqueting-hall is the ripening field, And his
tent the shadow that soft clouds fling.

A tale of April the meadows unfold-- Ah,
foolish for future credit to slave, And to leave

the cash of the present untold! Build a fort with
wine where thy heart may brave The assault of
the world; when thy fortress falls, The relentless
victor shall knead from thy dust The bricks that
repair its crumbling walls. Trust not the word
of that foe in the fight! Shall the lamp of the
synagogue lend its flame To set thy monastic
torches alight? Drunken am I, yet place not my
name In the Book of Doom, nor pass judgment
on it; Who knows what the secret finger of Fate
Upon his own white forehead has writ! And
when the spirit of Hafez has fled, Follow his bier
with a tribute of sighs; Though the ocean of sin
has closed o’er his head, He may find a place in
God’s Paradise.

Photo: Tomb of Hafez, Shiraz

Montreal mayor
thrilled over
Canadian doc’s
premiere in Iran

Montreal Mayor Gérald Tremblay expressed
his satisfaction over the world premiere of
“A Mad Venture, in the Footsteps of Jeanne
Mance” at Iran’s 4th International Cinéma
Vérité Festival.

Produced, written and directed by Annabel
Loyola, the doc is an entry to the “Documen-
tary and Women” section of the festival which
will run from November 8 to 12 in Tehran.

“I am thrilled that Montreal will be part of
the 4th Cinema Verite Festival with the world
premiere of the film “A Mad Venture, In the
Footsteps of Jeanne Mance’”, reads part of the
letter sent to the secretariat of the festival.
Giving some details about the character of
Jeanne Mance, the mayor next expresses hope
that the festival will be a success and encour-
age some of the participants decide to follow
in the footsteps of Jeanne Mance. “We will be
pleased to greet them warmly,” concludes the
letter.

The brief synopsis of the doc describes, “A
woman in the present goes in search of a wom-

an of the past, Jeanne Mance (1606-1673), co-
founder of Montreal. Annabel Loyola is from

Langres, France, birthplace of Jeanne Mance
four hundred years earlier.”

“The two women share a common itinerary
that leads them from Langres to Paris and,
finally, to Montreal. In her adoptive city,
Loyola discovers that Mance was one of the
founders of what would become the second-
largest French-speaking city in the world.
Fascinated by the unusual destiny of this
woman from the town of her youth, she de-
cides to retrace her steps.”

A total of 43 docs from different countries
including Turkey, Sweden, Canada, U.S., Ar-
gentina, France, Germany, China and Brazil
will go on screen during the event.

Indian festival to stage
“Iran’s “Soldier’s Day

Hassan Bastani’s “Soldier’s Day” will go on stage at the Bareilly In-
ternational Theater Festival which will be held from June 26 to 30 in
India.

The officials of Bareilly festival invited the play to participate at the
festival after watching it at the Sixth Festival of Performing Arts which
was held in Medellin, Colombia from August 28 to September 4.

“The secretary of Medellin festival also asked for the play to be per-
formed at a future edition of the festival. We have also received some
invitations from Dominican and Argentina,” director Bastani told the
Persian service of IRNA.

He went on to say that the Adonai Theater Troupe had nine perfor-
mances in different cities of Colombia, namely Medellin, Cali and Bo-
gota, all of which were warmly welcomed by the audience and Colom-
bian media.

“Colombians are familiar with Persian music and cinema but not Ira-
nian dramatic arts and they are interested in Persian culture,” he said.
Bastani said that he has covered the expenses for the troupe’s trip to
Colombia on his own and “Center for Dramatic Arts only promised to
cover a part of the expenses for their public performance.” The play has
not yet been staged in Iran.

“Soldier’s Day” narrates the story of a soldier who is struggling with
himself and the war. He abhors having to fight against other human
beings in the war.

Sirus Hemmati and Farnush Farjandi are acting in this play.
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Arrests of 2 Germans in Iran Take

on Political Overtones

BERLIN — Germany and Iran
faced off Tuesday over the case
of two Germans arrested in
Iran over the weekend while
interviewing the son of a wom-
an whose sentence to death by
stoning raised an international
uproar.

There were indications that the
arrests were taking on politi-
cal overtones similar to those
surrounding the arrest of three
Americans by Iranian border
guards more than a year ago.

Both Iran and Germany con-
firmed Tuesday for the first
time that the two were indeed
Germans. Leaders here said the
two were journalists, giving no
further identification. Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel called for
their release, and Foreign Min-
ister Guido Westerwelle said,
“We work with full strength at
all diplomatic levels” for their
freedom.

In Tehran, however, govern-
ment officials accused the two
of being connected to a revo-
lutionary group, and said they
had traveled to Iran on tourist
visas, not the requisite journal-
ist visas.

“They were arrested because
they had a link to a foreign an-
tirevolution network and their
case is under review,” the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Ramin Mehmanparast,
told reporters.

The arrests come as Germany
is under increasing pressure
from Washington to cut — or
at least reduce — economic
ties with Iran. Several of Ger-
many’s largest companies have
announced in recent months
that they will wind down their

business dealings with Iran.
Germany has long been an
important trading and bank-
ing center for Iran, even while
Iran has been under sanctions
by the United Nations Security
Council for failing to abide by
rulings concerning its nuclear
program. Iran says its program
is peaceful, while Western cap-
itals have said it is a weapons
program.

Mr. Mehmanparast said the
Germans were arrested in the
northwestern city of Tabriz
while interviewing Sajad Ghad-

—

visa, then receive accreditation
in order to be allowed to work
in the country. Journalists are
also required to pay for trans-
lators who work for agencies
affiliated with the government;
they then are required to in-
form on the reporters’ behavior
as well as to identify everyone
they interviewed.

But even with that system in
place, Iran has denied access
to Tehran for most Western
reporters since the political
turmoil that followed the con-
tested presidential election last
year.

erzadeh, the son of Sakineh
Mohammadi Ashtiani, whose
death sentence for adultery
drew international criticism
over the summer. The authori-
ties lifted the stoning sentence,
but not the death penalty, say-
ing that she had also been con-
victed of helping murder her
husband. Ms. Ashtiani is being
held in Tabriz prison.

Mr. Westerwelle said he or-
dered a diplomatic mission to
Tabriz.

Iran requires that all journalists
enter the country on a special

The American case started in
the summer of 2009, when
three hikers in the mountain-
ous Kurdish area of northern
Iraq were arrested by Iranian
border guards and accused
of spying. American officials
protested their detention and
dismissed Iran’s claims as pre-
posterous, but after a year, only
one of the hikers has been re-
leased.

(Source: New York Times)

Iran

Iran's health minister warned

on Tuesday that the Islamic
republic could see a "volcanic
explosion of AIDS" on the
back of rising "immoral be-
haviour" among its people.

"Seven percent of those who
have AIDS have been infected

because of immoral behaviour

and attitudes and because of a
rise in such dangerous behav-
iour. In the future, we could

have a volcanic explosion of

AIDS in our country," Mar-
zieh Vahid Dastjurdi said at a
seminar on AIDS, according

minister
warns of ‘volcanic

explosion of AIDS’

to ISNA news agency.

Currently, 22,000 Iranians
have been infected by AIDS,
she said, adding that the actual
figure could be around 80,000
as '"generally in the world
the actual figure is four times
more" than the registered one.
The estimated number "is not
high if we compared it with
world figures, but it is high for
our culture," said Dastjurdi,
the only woman in President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
cabinet.

"Studies showed that 50 per-
cent of (prostitutes) are in-
fected by AIDS and they can
infect others."

Iran has been taking steps to
fight the spread of AIDS by
making condoms easily avail-
able in shops and educating

A |

the people of consequences of
sex with multiple partners.

Iran to put on
trial five ‘spies’:
prosecutor

Iran will soon put on trial five
people accused of spying for
"enemies" on the Islamic repub-
lic's defence, aerospace and cy-
ber programmes, Tehran pros-
ecutor Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi
said on Wednesday.

The prosecutor pointed an ac-
cusing finger at the United
States and warned officials
against employing people who
"may not be loyal and pass in-
formation to enemies," state tel-
evision's website quoted him as
saying.

Dolatabadi did not identify the
five who appeared to be Iranian
nor did he specify a date for the
trial.

The group includes a 28-year-
old who had been "working in
aerospace field and passed a lot
of information to the enemies"
and another person "who gave
very detailed information about
defence issues to the enemy," he
said.

"A 33-year-old person who had
links with foreign services and
received lots of dollars to give
very important information on
the judiciary and cyber issues
to them" is among those to be
tried, the prosecutor added.

Earlier this month Intelligence
Minister Heydar Moslehi said
that authorities had arrested
"nuclear spies" who
were working to derail Iran's
nuclear programme.

several

Moslehi's remarks came against
a backdrop of reports that the
Stuxnet worm was mutating
and wreaking havoc on com-
puterised industrial equipment
in Iran.
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US: Ahmadinejad
visit to Lebanon
Is "provocative”

(Reuters) - The White House
said on Wednesday that Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad’s visit to Lebanon showed he
was continuing his “provocative
ways” while leading his country
to economic distress and interna-
tional sanctions.

Ahmadinejad used his visit to
Beirut to assure the Lebanese that
Iran would stand by them against
what he called hostilities from
neighboring Israel, Iran’s arch-
foe in the region.

“He continues his provocative
ways ... even as he leaves his
country further in economic
distress and turmoil as a result
of his actions that have led to
international sanctions that are
having great impact,” White
House spokesman Robert Gibbs
said when asked about the trip
and Ahmadinejad’s plan to travel
close to Lebanon’s border with
Israel on Thursday.

Lebanon’s hosting of Ahmadine-
jad has raised concerns in Wash-
ington, which is seeking to isolate
Tehran over its nuclear program
and condemns its support for
Lebanese Hezbollah militants.

Gibbs said Ahmadinejad’s visit
also “suggests that Hezbollah val-
ues its allegiance to Iran over its
allegiance to Lebanon.”

Ahmadinejad, making the first
official state visit by an Iranian
president to Lebanon, was given
a tumultuous welcome by thou-
sands of Shi'ite Muslims who
lined the road from the airport,
throwing rice and flower petals at
his motorcade.

The hardline leader has outraged
the international community not
only with his defiant stand on
Iran’s nuclear activities but with
fierce rhetoric against the United
States and Israel and his persistent
questioning of the Holocaust.

( Source: Reuters)

Would you, as an Iranian,
take part in London 2012
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