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Arts Depot

5 & 6 Nov. 2010
At 7:30pm
Booking:

0208 369 5454

Polish Centre
2 & 3 Nov. 2010
At 7:30pm
Booking:

0780 495 8676

www.saamtheatregroup.com
info@saamtheatregroup.com
0207 317 7069 or 0781 396 0031

Riverside Studios
13 Nov. 2010

At 7:30pm

Booking:

0208 237 1111
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/2 HALVE YOUR LEGAL
EXPENSES FROM NOW ON

JUST CALL AN APPROACHABLE BARRISTER

WHO CAN ADVISE YOU AND REPRESENT YOU

IN CASES BEFORE TRIBUNALS, AND ALL COURTS
WITH A WIDE RANGE OF EXPERIENCE FOR A
FIXED FEE
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Farshchian
MASTER OF MINIATURE

While Iran has produced a number of eminent min-
iature painters, none has been so prolific in producing
such consistently excellent work as Mahmoud Farsh-
chian.

Born in Isfahan on January 24, 1930, Farshchian grew
up surrounded by architectural masterpieces that sub-
liminally sharpened his awareness of proportion, color
and form.

At the age of five, it became evident that his life would
be devoted to art and painting. His father, the owner

of a leading carpet business, encouraged his interest in
design, Farshchian Art website reported.

Accomplishments

While still in school, Farshchian was invited to learn
painting from the famous masters of the time. After
graduating from the Academy of Fine Arts in Isfahan,
he traveled to Europe to study the works of western art-
ists.

Upon his return to Isfahan, Farshchian began working
in the Directorate of Fine Arts (affiliated to the Ministry
of Culture and Art). He was later appointed to serve as
administrator of National Arts. He joined the Faculty
of Fine Arts of Tehran University as an art professor.
It was there that he created many of his unique mas-
terpieces.

Farshchian later moved to the United States and cur-
rently resides in New York. He took with him many
of his works that were welcomed by Bibliotheque Na-
tional, the British Library, Freer Gallery of Art, Met-
ropolitan Museum and Harvard University. His works
continue to be exhibited in galleries and museums
throughout Asia, Europe and the United States, as well
as in private collections.

Receiving many awards throughout his life, including a
doctorate in fine arts, Farshchian has won much praise
from European academies and museums.

Metier

Farshchian’s distinctive style has given rise to a school
of his own in painting. This school is marked by his
wonderful creativity, his inspiring designs and his pow-
erful lines and undulating colors.

His works are a pleasing combination of both nobility
and innovation. His themes are rooted in classical po-
etry, literature, Qur’an, other divine books and his own
deep imagination.

Some of his most outstanding works overflow with hu-
man affections and embodied in graceful figures.

While painting, Farshchian often listens to music and
these beautiful rhythms set the mood for his bounding,
splashing, sometimes wire-thin brush. His pictures urge
us to listen with inner ears to the ‘sound’ of his lines
and forms.

There is a rich interplay of birdcalls, trickles, cascades,

gurgles, swoops and swooshes. His tempests, chilling
blasts, raging fires and blood-curdling cries are ex-
pressed so artfully that they never cross the threshold of
horror. So graceful is the whiplash that it cannot sting.
Farshchian has told many tales on canvas in his unique
expression of what he calls ‘sur-naturalism’.

Farshchian Museum

Unveiled in 2001, the Farshchian Museum is nestled in
the central gardens of Sa’dabad Palace located in Teh-
ran. It is surrounded by various other museums exhib-
iting historical Persian artifacts and modern artworks.

These museums are housed in monuments located in a
lush landscape dating back to late Qajarid and the first
Pahlavid rule. All have been restored and transformed
into modern museums.

Farshchian was allocated this museum due to his tre-
mendous contributions to the world of art. Open six
days a week to the public, it contains several galleries,
which exclusively exhibit early and contemporary orig-
inal works by Farshchian.

Art students visit the museum daily to study his paint-
ings that have also been reproduced in art textbooks,
while tourists from all over the world arrive for a
firsthand viewing of these stunning works of fine art.
Origin of Persian Miniatures
The origin of Persian miniatures is difficult to trace.

The art reached its peak mainly during the Mongol and
Teimurid periods (13th-16th century), and was heavily
influenced by Chinese paintings, as the Mongol rulers
of Persia brought with them numerous Chinese artists
to the court.

In Ilkhanid and Teimurid Mongol-Persian mythologi-
cal miniatures, the mythical animals buraq and dragon
were portrayed in a style reminiscent of the Chinese
qilin and Chinese dragon. They reflected the Chinese
background of painters who introduced watercolor
techniques to Iran and initiated several medieval
schools of Persian miniature painting.

In fact, many religious paintings, including a famous
one portraying Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) ascen-
sion from the Dome of the Rock in Beit-ul-Moqaddas to
the heavens, display stylistic elements of undoubtedly
Chinese origins.

Persian miniature paintings of the Ilkhanid and Timu-
rid periods, especially ones related to the stories of Fer-
dowsi’s Shahnameh, usually borrow landscape painting
techniques from contemporary Chinese schools, devel-
oped during the Song Dynasty and Yuan Dynasty.

Characteristics
Persian miniature is a small painting used in book il-
lustrations or produced as a separate work of art. The
techniques are broadly comparable to the western and
Byzantine traditions of miniatures in illuminated man-
uscripts.

Although there is an equally well-established Persian
tradition of wall painting, the survival rate and state of
preservation of miniatures are better. In fact, minia-
tures are the best-known form of Persian painting in
the West.

Miniatures became a significant form of painting in the
13th century and the highest point in the tradition was
reached in the 15th and 16th centuries. The tradition
continued under western influence and has many mod-
ern exponents.

The Persian miniature was the dominant influence on
other Islamic miniature traditions, principally the Otto-
man miniature in Turkey and the Mughal miniature in
the Indian subcontinent.



Persian Weekly | Friday 22 October 2010

NEWS

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

Tell us what
you think

Novel on tragedy of
Iran Air Flight 655
completed

The Iranian writer Majid Purvali com-
pleted the novel “Paper Swallow”,
featuring the tragic incident of Iran
Air Flight 655 (IR655) which was shot
down by the U.S Vincennes on July 3,
1988.

On July 3, 1988, Iran Air Flight 655
(IR655) was shot down by U.S Vin-
cennes on the Bandar Abbas-Dubai
route, which resulted in the loss of
290 lives of innocent civilians from six
nations including 66 children. There
were 38 non-Iranians aboard.

The U.S. government to date has nei-
ther admitted any wrongdoing nor ac-
cepted responsibility for causing this
tragic blunder, nor has it apologized.
The men of the Vincennes were all
awarded with medals and Commander
Lustig, the air-warfare coordinator,
even won the navy’s Commendation
Medal for “heroic achievement”.

“Paper Swallow” centers on the life and
personality of one of the flight attend-
ants on board. It features his dream
of flying since his childhood until the
time he decides to become an airline
steward on the flights.

Purvali’s other credits include “Pa-
per Leila”, “A Whale Larger Than the
Indian Ocean” and “The Songs Taken
Away by the Wind”.

Iran to loan more
artworks to foreign
museums

The Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
(TMCA) curator has said that the museum plans
to loan three other works of art to exhibitions at
foreign museums.

“The Museum of London has applied for loan of
Paul Gauguin’s ‘Still Life with Japanese Print’,”
Mahmud Shaluii told the Persian service of the
Fars News Agency on Monday.

“We are currently investigating their application
for the loan of the painting,” he added.

He said that they also plan to lend two other
works to exhibits in two countries, the names of
which will be announced later.

In April 2009, the TMCA rejected a request by
the National Gallery of Art in Washington for a
loan of Gauguin’s “Still Life with Japanese Print”
for an exhibition.

“The request was rejected due to their untrust-
worthiness and lack necessary qualifications for
safeguarding the artwork,” Shaluii said.

Last week, he attended the opening ceremony of
the Kunsthaus Zurich show, which has put on
display a number of works by Pablo Picasso.
Picasso’s “The Painter and His Model”, which be-
long to the TMCA, has been loaned to the show
running until January 30, 2011.

In August 2010, the TMCA also loaned Dutch

artist Kees van Dongen’s “Trinidad Fernandez” to
Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum in Rotterdam.

“The Other” to
compete in Asia
Pacific Screen
Awards

volved in a problem they are unable to solve
among themselves and only the adolescent
boy (Reza) overcomes it, Rahmani told the
Persian service of MNA.

“The film went on screen at the recent edi-
tion of Hamedan Film Festival for Children
and Young Adults in Iran but unfortunately,
it did not attract much attention,” he added.

Iranian film “The Other” by Mehdi Rahmani
is among the five nominations for Best Chil-
dren’s Feature Film of the Asia Pacific Screen
Awards (APFA).

APSA announced the nominations for this
year’s awards from a total of 31 films from 15
countries and regions.

“The Other” narrates a story about relation-
ships that exist between some adults and an
adolescent boy. The people in the film are in-

With its documentary-like structure, the film
attracts foreign audiences who were sympa-
thetic toward some of the characters includ-
ing Masumeh (Merila Zarei), Ebrahim (Mo-
hammadreza Forutan) and Reza, he added.

“Although there is only one adolescent char-
acter in the film, it seems that the role is so
effective that APFA nominated it in the Chil-
dren’s Feature Film Section,” he said.

He lamented the inappropriate situation for
film screening in Iran which he believes is
based on “the tastes of theater owners” who
only pay attention to box-office receipts.

“I want to screen the film in Iran and I will
only be satisfied when I see an Iranian au-
dience watching my movie in my country. I
want to see their reactions toward the film,”
he mentioned.

“Boy” by Taika Waititi (New Zealand), “Bran
Nue Dae” by Rachel Perkins (Australia),
“Echoes of the Rainbow” by Alex Law (Hong
Kong) and “Udaan” by Vikramaditya Mot-
wane (India) are the other nominations in
this section.

Bahram Radan quits as
WFP ambassador

Iranian movie star Bahram Radan has resigned from his role as ambas-
sador of the UN World Food Program (WFP).

He quit due to a lack of adequate conditions for accomplishing any ef-
fective work, a number of Persian news websites quoting his publicist
reported on Sunday.

“Bahram has been disappointed by the lack of necessary conditions for
effective activities,” Alireza Bazel said.

“He prefers to pursue practicable humanitarian activities rather than
to release statements or to have a mere symbolic participation in such
efforts,” he added.

Radan has been seen at many charity events over the past years. He
recently accepted responsibility for covering all educational expenses
for an orphan until 18.

Radan, 31, was named WFP Ambassador Against Hunger last April.
In his first act as WFP ambassador, he visited Afghan refugees at the
Shahid Nasseri Camp in Saveh, an Iranian city in the Central Province,
some 120 km southwest of Tehran.

Photo: Iranian movie star Bahram Radan (R) talks with an Afghan
refugee after he took loafs of bread from a bakery at the Shahid Nas-
seri Camp in Saveh, an Iranian city in the Central Province, on July 6,
2010.
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Iran’s Entekhab to buy
Daewoo Elec for $513m

DA=\VOO

ELECTRONICS

SEOUL (Reuters) - Unlisted
Iranian appliance maker En-
tekhab Industrial Group will
sign a deal soon to buy South
Korea’s Daewoo Electronics
for about 577.8 billion won
($513 million), Daewoo’s
leading creditor said on
Wednesday.

Woori Bank, which rep-
resents creditors-turned-
shareholders of the unlisted
Korean firm, said they will
sign an official contract with
Entekhab as soon as possible
after receiving letters of en-

dorsements from creditors
by early next week.

The Iranian company had
trumped Swedish electronics
firm Electrolux earlier this
year and was named as a pre-
ferred bidder for Daewoo,
once the flagship unit of the
failed Daewoo Group and
now almost wholly owned
by its 39 creditors.

It is the fourth attempt for
the creditors to sell Daewoo,
which focuses primarily on
washing machines and re-

frigerators.

In the previous bidding
rounds, a series of sales talks
fell through with Ripple-
wood Holdings, a private eq-
uity unit of Morgan Stanley,
and a consortium of India’s
Videocon Industries and
RJH International.

Export-focused Daewoo
competes with bigger local
rival Samsung Electronics
and LG Electronics and low-
cost Chinese producers.
($1=1126.7 Won)

Iran has 30 kg
of high

level uranium:
atomic chief

Iran said on Wednesday it

has produced around 30 kilo-
grammes of 20 percent-en-
riched uranium, in defiance
of UN sanctions imposed on
Tehran to suspend the conten-
tious nuclear work.
“We have produced nearly 30
kilogrammes (66 pounds) of
20 percent enriched uranium
so far,” Iran’s atomic chief Ali
Akbar Salehi was quoted as
saying by ISNA news agency.

World powers led by Wash-

ington want Tehran to sus-
pend its uranium enrichment
activity, which is at the centre
of fears that Iran is developing
a nuclear weapons.

Enriched uranium can be used
as fuel to power nuclear reac-
tors as well as to make the fis-
sile core of an atom bomb.
World powers backed new UN
sanctions against Iran on June
9 after they were infuriated
by Tehran’s decision to enrich
uranium to 20 percent, which
theoretically brings it closer to
the 90 percent purity used to
make a nuclear weapon. Iran
denies its atomic programme
is aimed at making weapons.
President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad ordered Iran’s
atomic body in February to

start refining uranium to 20
percent after a nuclear fuel
swap deal drafted by the UN
atomic watchdog and aimed at
providing fuel for a Tehran re-
search reactor hit a deadlock.
Iran claims that by September
2011 it will domestically pro-
duce the required fuel and the
actual fuel plates to power the
reactor.

Western powers say that the
Islamic republic does not pos-
sess the technology to make
the plates.

Meanwhile, Iran and the
group of six world powers --
Britain, China, France, Ger-
many, Russia and the United
States -- are to hold talks on
Tehran’s overall nuclear pro-
gramme in mid-November.
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Iran
boosts
trade
despite
sanctions

A senior Iranian customs of-
ficial has played down the
impact of sanctions against
Tehran, saying the Islamic
Republic has established
trade ties with more than
180 countries.

“Iran currently has trade
ties with all continents and
countries except the Zion-
ist regime (Israel). We have
mutual and multilateral eco-
nomic relations with various
countries,” Head of Iran’s
Customs Ardeshir Moham-
madi told Fars news agency
on Tuesday.

“More than 180 countries
have trade and commercial
ties with Iran and sanctions
do not have much effect on
the volume of the country’s
trade ties,” he said.

He added that the volume of
Iran’s exports to European
countries has shown a 31
percent increase during the
first six months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
(started March 21) in com-
parison with the same period
the previous year.

The official went on to say
that the volume of Iran’s im-
ports from these states also
had a four percent growth
over the same period.
Mohammadi noted that Iran
imported 29.5 billion dol-
lars worth of goods during
the first six months of the
year, showing a 24 percent
increase.

Meanwhile, the total value
of the Islamic Republic’s ex-
ports reached 14.448 billion
dollars which indicated a 23
percent boost.

The United States spear-
headed international efforts
to impose a fourth round of
the United Nations Security
Council sanctions against
Iran in June.

On July 26, the European
Union imposed new sanc-
tions on Iran, which mainly
target investment and tech-
nical assistance to Iran’s
refining, liquefaction, and
liquefied natural gas sectors.
The sanctions also included
the country’s banking and
trade sectors.
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SANCTIONS
AFFECTING
IRAN’S BANKING

WASHINGTON, Oct. 21 (UPI)
-- Economic sanctions against
Iran are forcing Tehran to at-
tempt to set up banks in other
Muslim countries around the
world, a U.S. official said.
Sanctions have increasingly
curtailed Iran’s global banking
activities, forcing it to look out-
side the country, a U.S. official
told The Washington Post in a
story published Thursday.

“The Iranians, we believe, are
trying to set up operations in
a number of places, and it’s an
indication that they can’t do
normal banking,” the unnamed
senior administration official
said. “They want to buy banks
and set up banks in various
places where they believe they
will be able to carry out busi-
ness without the United States
being able to impede it.”

The official requested anonym-
ity because he is not authorized

to talk to the media, the Post
said.

A spokesman for the Iranian
mission to the United Nations
declined immediate comment,
saying he will seek guidance
from Tehran.

The U.S. official said the Obama
administration has tracked
Iran’s efforts in “a number of
neighboring countries and not-
so-neighboring countries.”

The U.S. Treasury Department
has blacklisted 16 Iranian banks
for allegedly supporting Iran’s
nuclear program and terrorist
activities, the newspaper said.

Iran’s search for new banking
opportunities is a sign the sanc-
tions are being effective; of-
ficials said they think Iran has
had only limited, if any, success
in secretly setting up banks.

Would you, as an Iranian,
take part in London 2012

olympic?
Doc on Iranian football legend Ali Parvin screened in Tehran
A 1-Yes 2-No SMS
. Text YES or NO Persepolis and Iranian national team football legend Ali Parvin attended a screening of
“Sultan”, which tells his life story, at Tehran’s Eyvan-e Shams Theater on Tuesday. His fans
followed by your name to called him Sultan Parvin. A number of veteran athletes and cineastes attended the screen-
07733113137 ing. “Sultan” was directed by Majid Tavakkoli and produced by actor
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