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CELEBRATING | §

. The Laila Salehzehi Charitable
- Foundation (LSCF) cordially invites
you to our Christmas 2010 Party on

< s J__ f
10 December 2010 71:’_;3 :C
7
At 5‘ o
VIP Lounge

47, High Street
Edgware, HA8 7DD
7:30 pm till Late

Join us for a night of fun and
celebration of the Christmas-an
important opportunity for us to tell you
more aba;_,,;@gr stake in a project to
build a school in a rural area of Iran.

,._;“‘f;*.;t

Sponsorship opportunities are
available. Please contact us for further
information if you are interested.

Registered Charity No. 1125457
www.lscfoundation.com
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TABRIZ BLUE MOSQUE
SPECTACULAR ARCHITECTURE

The historical city of Tabriz in Iran’s East Azarbaijan
province houses some of the most spectacular examples
of Islamic and Iranian architecture.

One of these grand structures is the Blue Mosque, which
has beautiful azure and turquoise mosaics covering both
its interior and exterior.

The 15th-century structure was built upon the order of

Kara Koyunlu leader, Jahan Shah, who is buried in the
southern part of the mosque after being killed by the
ruler of the rival tribe of Ak Koyunlu, Uzun Hassan,
Presstv reported.

The Kara Koyunlu Turkmens were a Shiite Turkish
tribe that ruled over present-day Armenia, Azerbaijan,
northwestern Iran, eastern Turkey and Iraq from 1375
to 1468.

Jahan Shah was the most famous Kara Koyunlu leader,
who ruled over South Caucasus and Iranian Azerbaijan,
from 1438 to 1467. He also expanded the Kara Koyunlu
territory to include Western Anatolia, most of present-

day Iraq and central Iran.

Origin

Jahan Shah built the Blue Mosque after making Tabriz
his capital.

The original complex was built under the supervision
of Ezzeddin Qapouchi in 1465 and included a school, a
public bath and a library.

The mosque is most famous for its beautiful tilework

and brick-tile combination that once covered all the
walls.

The eye-catching tilework was mostly in azure and tur-
quoise, with a touch of black and white.

The main entrance is adorned with mosaics bearing
Qur’anic verses written in Sols and Kufic scripts.

The inscription engraved on the mosque’s grand en-
trance includes the name of Nematollah ibn Moham-
mad Bavab, one of the most prominent calligraphers of
Azerbaijan who designed the unique tile patterns.
Jahan shah’s name is also inscribed on the entrance and
was previously coated with gold.

The Qur’anic chapter Al-Fath (Arabic word for victory)
has also been completely engraved above the mosque’s
main sanctuary which is surrounded by porticos on
three sides and a double shell dome above.

The mosque has two tall minarets at its northern wing
and a Persian couplet has been written on the back of
the door leading to the main sanctuary.

There is also a smaller sanctuary on the southern side
of the mosque, which used to be a private chamber of
Jahan Shah.

The royal sanctuary was lined with marble and adorned
with Qur’anic verses inscribed in Sols on a background
of delicate arabesque patterns.

Features

Remains of the original building show that the mosque
was mostly covered with turquoise and hexagonal tiles
that were decorated with geometrical fretwork, floral
arabesque and inscriptions.

Experts also believe that the ceiling had been gold in-
laid and the sanctuary floors were made of marble.
Jahan Shah and his close relatives were laid to rest at
the end of the mosque’s small sanctuary in the southern
part of the mosque.

The mausoleum is covered with high marble slabs bear-
ing Sols Qur’anic verses on a background of fine ara-
besques.

An earthquake in 1779 almost destroyed the entire
structure, except the front piece and a number of piers.
The marble and golden pieces used in the building were
also plundered after the earthquake and up to the be-
ginning of the restoration project in 1973.

What remains of the mosque bears witness to its ear-
lier grandeur and splendor. Even today the Timurid

tilework of its main entrance with a blue-on-white in-
scription on mosaic tile is a magnificent and remarkable
piece of architecture.

The Blue Mosque was registered as a national heritage
site in 1931 and its restoration was almost finished by
1964.

Restoration started under the supervision of renowned
architect Mohammad Reza Memaran from Tabriz and
the national organization for the preservation of an-
cient monuments.

Today, the Blue Mosque is one of the major tourist at-
tractions in Tabriz, which attracts thousands of Iranian
and international visitors every year.

Seals of Excellence For
Iranian Handicrafts

Sixty-four Iranian handicrafts received UNESCO’s seals
of excellence during a session held in Isfahan.
Tahmineh Daniali, the deputy head of Iran’s Traditional
Arts and Handicrafts Department, said since large num-
bers of Iranian handicrafts were nominated for UN-
ESCO’s jury session, which is held annually, Iran was
selected as the host of the event, CHTN reported.
Isfahan received 34 seals of excellence, which is the
highest awarded to an Iranian province.

Different types of Iranian handicrafts, most of which
are at risk, were evaluated by UNESCO’s expert.
Meanwhile, a nationwide handicrafts exhibition will be
held in Zahedan, Sistan-Baluchestan province, during
Nov. 20-24.

The special exhibition will display different Persian
handicrafts, including glasswork, pottery, ceramic and
local costumes.

Husseinali Shahraki, the head of Sistan-Baluchestan
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Depart-
ment, said artists from across the country will display
their products in 155 pavilions.

“Each province has been allocated 4 pavilions,” he said.

Ancient Insect Spotlights
India’s Origins

The discovery of a trove of insects preserved for mil-
lions of years in amber raises new questions about how
long India was isolated before it joined the Asian conti-
nent, researchers said in a new study.

The insects--bees, termites, spiders, and flies--had been
entombed in the vast Cambay deposit in western India
for some 50 million years, AFP reported.

Scientists had long assumed that India was for a time an
isolated island-continent, and consequently expected
that the insects found in the amber would differ signifi-
cantly from those elsewhere in Asia.

But researchers wrote in their study appearing in Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences that the
insects were not unique as would be expected had India
been sequestered for as long as they originally believed.
“We know India was isolated, but when and for precise-
ly how long is unclear,” says David Grimaldi, curator in
the Division of Invertebrate Zoology at the American
Museum of Natural History.

“The biological evidence in the amber deposit shows
that there was some biotic connection,” he wrote, sug-
gesting that an extended separation would have given
rise to a unique flora and fauna.
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Iranian artists to intro-
duce variety of arts in
Doha early November

Doha, the 2010 Arab Culture Capital
will be hosting Iranian Cultural Week
opening on November 4. A caravan of
Iranian artists is scheduled to attend
the program and participate in differ-
ent categories, cultural deputy director
of the Islamic Culture and Relations
Organization (ICRO) Mohsen Pak-
Aiin told the Persian service of ISNA
on Tuesday. Iranian artists will be dis-
playing a variety of their artworks in
miniature, intarsia, illumination, and
etching, as well as classic and modern
paintings. Screening films with Arabic
subtitles is also arranged for the week.
They include “Heiran” by director
Shalizeh Arefpur, “Canaan” by Mani
Hagqiqi, “So Close, So Far” by Reza
Mirkarimi, and “The Postman Doesn’t
Knock on the Door Three Times” by
Hassan Fat’hi. Exhibits of traditional
costumes and a book fair are also set up
during the event. A regional band from
Bushehr Province is invited to give live
music performances, while an Isfahani
artist will be setting up a traditional
Iranian teahouse, and theater troupe
from Shiraz will be staging a play in
Arabic. Pak-Aiin also said that the
Tehran Symphony Orchestra is sched-
uled to give its first performance under
guest conductor Nader Mortezapur on
opening day. According to conduc-
tor Mortezapur, the orchestra will be
playing part of the music from the film
“Mohammad (S): Messenger of God”
by composer Maurice-Alexis Jarre

Violin virtuoso Homayun
Khorram returns to stage

After a ten-year hiatus, violin virtuoso Homayun
Khorram will give performances at the Milad
Tower on December 2 and 3.

Khorram who has composed reminiscent pieces
like “To Ey Pari Kojaee?”, “Emshab Dar Sar Shuri
Daram” and “Rosvaye Zamaneh Manam” plans to
perform a concert with vocalist Alireza Qorbani
in the near future.

He told the Persian service of the Fars News
Agency that his fans, friends and his students
asked him to hold a concert, so he finally agreed
to their wishes.

“Accompanied by professional vocalists and vir-
tuosos, we will perform pieces that I composed
myself and that are beloved by people. I will be
playing the violin during these performances,” he
said.

He went on to say that the names of musicians
and vocalists would be announced after they are
decided upon and that he is currently making ar-
rangements for the performances

Posters donated
by Polish collec-
tor Dydo to go on
show in Tehran

A selection of posters donated by Polish col-
lector Krzysztof Dydo will be
going on show at Tehran’s Vi-
jeh Gallery beginning Friday
October 29.

The Polish collector recently
donated an assortment of 90
posters from his private col-
lection to Iran, graphic de-
signer Amrollah Farhadi told
the Persian service of Fars
News Agency on Tuesday.
The exhibit running for one
week will feature exclusively
a selection of 60 posters de-

. e
signed by contemporary Pol- &3 i,-_rl.h'ﬂ‘f:if.lﬂ"

ish artists, Farhadi added.
Krzysztof Dydo established
the Krakéw Poster Gallery in
1985, the only gallery in Po-
land specializing in Polish promotional and
commercial posters. It is a meeting place for
artists and all those interested in poster art.
Invited by the cultural department of the
Embassy of Poland, Dydo will arrive in Teh-
ran on Wednesday and will be staying here
for one week. He is scheduled to take part in

the opening ceremony of the poster exhibit
on Friday.

In addition, Tehran’s Gallery 66 will be hold-
ing a graphic design exhibition on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of Chopin’s birth, dis-
playing over 50 graphic designs from around
the world on the theme of the Polish pianist
Chopin.

The exhibit will open on Thursday and Dydo
is also due to attend the
opening of this exhibit.
Polish collector Dydo is
immensely interested in
poster art. He has pub-
lished different articles,
catalogues and albums of
Polish posters and has or-
ganized numerous exhib-
its, festivals and contests
on posters.

Visiting the cities of Yazd,
Isfahan and Bandar Abbas
is also on the agenda for
Dydo during his stay in
Iran.

Vijeh Gallery is located on
No.5, 3rd Alley, Arabali
Ave, off Khorramshahr St.
and the Gallery 66 is located at No.142 So-
mayyeh Avenue (between Mofatteh and
Ramsar streets). Caption: A poster selected
from the collection kept at the Poster Gallery
running by Dydo in the center of old Cracow
since 1985 Photo: Merila Zarei in a scene
from “The Other”

Weeds threatening 1000-year-old
tower in northeastern Iran

The Qabus Tower is being imperiled by the growth of weeds on the
1000-year-old monument located in Gonbad-e Kavus in Golestan
Province.

Proximity to the Caspian Sea results in high humidity in the region,
causing growth of the plants on the tower, the Persian service of CHN
reported on Tuesday.

The weeds grow in the gaps between bricks and the growth of their
roots further expands them causing serious damage to the monument.
The humidity has also caused saltpeter to accumulate on the interior
wall.

Experts believe that the monument is in urgent need of restoration and
the weeds must be immediately removed.

However, they have said that an in-depth study is necessary before at-
tempting any restoration.

A restoration project on the tower has recently remained uncompleted
due to a lack of necessary study for that plan.

Iran plans to submit the monument to UNESCO for registration on the
World Heritage List.

The 82-meter tower is the tomb of Zeyarid ruler Qabus ibn Voshmagir
(reigned 978-1012).

The star-shaped tomb has been decorated with a Kufic inscription
around it that reads, “In the name God the beneficent the merciful.
This is the magnificent palace of Emir Shams-ul-Ma’ali. Emir son of
Emir, Qabus son of Voshmagir ordered that
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MI16 chief says spying

crucial to

stop Iran

nuclear drive

LONDON — Diplomacy is not enough
to stop Iran developing nuclear weap-
ons, the head of Britain’s foreign spy
service said Thursday, urging an “in-
telligence-led” approach to stopping
nuclear proliferation.

In an unprecedented public speech,
MI6 chief John Sawers said that intel-
ligence activities were responsible for
Iran’s admission last year of a second
enrichment plant, which in turn led
to tougher diplomatic pressure.

“Stopping nuclear proliferation cannot
be addressed purely by conventional
diplomacy. We need intelligence-led
operations to make it more difficult
for countries like Iran to develop nu-
clear weapons,” he said.

Sawers’ comments come as six world
powers seek to resume talks with Iran
over its nuclear programme, which
Tehran insists is for civilian purposes
but which Western powers suspect is
intended to develop atomic weapons.

The UN Security Council voted for
fresh sanctions against Iran in June,
the fourth set since December 2006
over its nuclear programme.

“The revelations around Iran’s secret
enrichment site at Qom were an intel-
ligence success. They led to diplomat-
ic pressure on Iran intensifying, with
tougher UN and EU sanctions, which
are beginning to bite,” Sawers said.

“The Iranian regime must think hard
about where its best interests lie.”

He added: “The risks of failure in this

area are grim.... And the longer inter-
national efforts delay Iran’s acquisi-
tion of nuclear weapons technology,
the more time we create for a political
solution to be found.”

Iran notified the UN nuclear watch-
dog in September last year that it was
building a second enrichment plant
near the central city of Qom, after
Washington accused it of covertly
evading its responsibilities under the
Non-Proliferation Treaty.
Sawers’ speech was the first public ad-
dress by a head of the Secret Intelli-
gence Service (SIS), as MI6 is officially
known, and marked his first year in
the role.

( Source AFP)

Iran’sintl.trade
up by $8.5b

The value of Iran’s international
trade has increased by almost USD
8.5 billion, says Iran’s Customs
chief Ardeshir Mohammadi.

“The total value of Iran’s interna-
tional trade in the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar year
has increased to USD 44 billion and
17 million, which has increased by
24 percent compared to the same
period last year,” ISNA quoted Mo-
hammadi as saying on Tuesday.

This year, Iranian merchants trad-
ed over 6,800,000 tons of various
goods more than the previous year,

which shows a 14-percent growth
in Iran’s international trade in the
first six months of the year, Mo-
hammadi added.

The top official also said Iran has
so far exported 32 million liters of
gasoline -- worth over USD 36 mil-
lion -- to Iraq, Afghanistan, and Ar-
menia.

For the first time, 188,400 tons of
wheat worth 50 million and USD
900,000 has been exported in the
first two quarters, Mohammadi
added.

“Right now, wheat is the 46th ex-
ported commodity of the country
and accounts for 0.65 percent of the
weight and 0.42 percent of the to-
tal value of the non-oil exports of
Iran,” he said.

Iran, Boliviaink
MoUs, to estab-
lish joint bank

Iran and Bolivia signed five memorandums
of understanding in Tehran on Wednesday,
based on which they will establish a joint
bank and open credit lines.

Senior officials from the two sides inked the
related documents. According to the MOUs,
the two countries will expand relations in
consular, banking, mining and industrial
fields as well.

Bolivian President Evo Morales referred to
Iran as a great and developing nation and
added that expanding all-out ties with Iran is
of high importance for his country.

The agreements will guarantee the transfer
of technological know-how from Iran to Bo-
livia in agriculture, dairy and textile indus-
tries, he added.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, said for
his part, that the MoUs would greatly devel-
op economic, scientific and political relations
between the two brotherly nations.

On Tuesday, Iranian Industries and Mines
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian met with
Bolivian Economy Minister Luis Arce Cata-
cora in Tehran, discussing possible ways to
expand industrial cooperation.

Mehrabian said that his country pursues es-
tablishing a strategic relation with Bolivia
which has the potential to become an indus-
trial hub in Latin America, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Broadcasting reported.

Managing Director of Tabriz Tractor Manu-
facturing Company Abolfath Ebrahimi Mon-
day said in Tabriz city that the company is
ready to set up a tractor production line in
Bolivia, according to the report.

“”We are also prepared to train Bolivian ex-
perts and transfer necessary technology to
that country,” Ebrahimi was quoted as say-
ing.

The Bolivian president called for transfer of
Iran’s tractor producing technology to his
country.

Morales also ordered to purchase some 1,000
tractors from Tabriz Tractor Manufacturing
Company.

The Bolivian president paid a three-day visit
to Iran and left the country on Wednesday.

In 2007, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
became the first Iranian chief executive to
visit Bolivia. During the trip, the two coun-
tries signed an agreement on conducting
joint projects worth $1.1 billion dollars over
the next five years, according to Press TV.
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OFFER FOR IRAN
NUCLEAR TALKS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The
United States and its European
allies are preparing a new of-
fer to Iran on a possible nuclear
fuel swap that would include
tougher conditions than those
rejected by Tehran last year, the
New York Times said.

The newspaper cited a senior
U.S. official as saying the Obama
administration and its partners
were “very close to having an
agreement” on a position to pre-
sent to Tehran in negotiations
the West hopes will get under
way in Vienna next month.

But it added that intelligence
analysts had concluded that last
year’s fuel exchange proposal
was scuttled by Iran’s supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, and that many officials
therefore suspected that this
latest effort would also fail.

Western diplomats in Vienna
say that even if the swap plan
is revived, it would not resolve

wider concerns about Iran’s
nuclear intentions. Iran rejects
Waestern accusations it is seek-
ing to develop atom bombs.

“I for one am sceptical that the
Iranians will change course

.. what comes out of Iran is
not very promising,” one senior
diplomat told Reuters.

Iran, which has ruled out halt-
ing sensitive nuclear work
which can have both civilian
and military uses, has welcomed
the offer of talks with the major
powers but has yet to formally
reply to the invitation for talks
from November 15 to 17.

Dismissing the impact of tough-
er sanctions introduced since
June, it has said it is open to re-
sume negotiations on a propos-
al for it to send low-enriched
uranium (LEU) abroad and get
higher-grade fuel for a medical
research reactor in return.

Would you, as an Iranian,
take part in London 2012

olympic?
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