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The Laila Salehzehi Charitable Foundation (LSCF) cordially
invites you to our Christmas 2010 Party on 10 December 2010
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AT ARG Strez'et 2
Edgware, HA8 TDDJ
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Join us for a night of fun and celebration of the

Tickets: £45 - At the door: £50 Christmas-an important opportunity for us to
To reserve your tickets please call: tell you more about our stake in a project to
Mrs Zohreh Yazdi on 07533054125 build a school in a rural area of Iran.

Or Mr Bahram on 07584094194 Sponsorship opportunities are available.
Email: info@lscfoundation.com Please contact us for further information if you

are interested.

Registered Charity No. 1125457 T %“ir‘?e A 1 g
www_Iscfoundation.com Sponsoredby: | @) Sdert. ’/“/
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SHAHNAMEH

THEMES

Universal themes of the Shahnameh have struck a reso-
nant chord in the hearts and minds of generations. Sto-
ries of the rise and fall of dynasties, conflicts between
kings and heroes, infighting between fathers and sons
in the ‘Book of Kings’ manifest man’s struggles against
nature, fate and his own conscience. They reflect both
ancient traditions and topical realities.

The Shahnameh by internationally acclaimed poet and
thinker Ferdowsi is essentially a chronicle of kings,
with the larger sections divided according to the coro-
nations and deaths of individual monarchs. It covers the
reign of fifty kings, from the first, Kiyumars, down to
the ill-fated Yazdegerd, murdered as he fled from the
advancing Arabs.

Ferdowsi’s kings and heroes are often involved in bat-
tles, hunting and court receptions--the feasting and
fighting, Bazm-u-Razm--which were key elements of
the code of warriors and pastimes of the ruling elite.
However, they also find time for sport, game and ro-
mance, Fitzmuseum reported.

The variety of roles of women in the Shahnameh are,
among other things, indicative of Ferdowsi’s vision of
the social order. One example is the story of Bahram
Gur who cruelly punished his beloved, Azadeh, for her
audacity. Azadeh was a fine musician, but socially infe-
rior--she was a slave, while Bahram Gur was to become
the Sasanian king, Bahram V, celebrated in literature
and art as one of the last epic heroes.

The union of a prince and a slave girl was, according to
the Shahnameh’s social outlook, as much a paradox and
absurd as Azadeh’s name, meaning ‘free, noble’. It needs
mention that the great author maintained that women
of royal descent had equal rights with men when it
came to matters of the heart.

Tahmineh, the beautiful daughter of the king of Sa-
mangan, came to the hero Rostam, who was staying
the night in her father’s castle, and offered herself as
a mother for his child, Likewise, Manizheh, daughter
of the ruler of Turan, Iran’s mortal enemy, ordered the
Iranian knight Bizhan with whom she had fallen in love
to be drugged and brought to her palace apartments,
though their liaison eventually saw him imprisoned in
a pit.

In both cases the women achieved their goals, regardless
of their partners’ wishes, and deserved no punishment
in the poet’s view. As one of the last representatives of
the old Iranian aristocracy, Ferdowsi was trapped be-
tween his traditional values and the new norms of a
changing society.

The Shahnameh is commonly divided into three sec-
tions: myths, legends and history. The mythical phase
opens with the creation of the world. The border be-
tween the mythical and legendary sections is porous.
The historical part begins with the fall of the Achae-
menid dynasty upon the conquest of Iran by Alexander
the Great ¢.330 BC and ends with the collapse of the
Sasanid Empire in the wake of the Arab invasions of the
early seventh century.

Mythology

The mythological section of the Shahnameh, by far the
shortest, is essentially a cosmogony. Ferdowsi treated
the creation of the world in Zoroastrian terms and, un-

GALORE

like his contemporaries, made no attempt to integrate
the Islamic version of the creation as recorded in the

Qur’an. Much of the worldview of the Shahnameh re-
flects ancient sources of Indo-Iranian (Aryan) origin,
preserved in the Avesta, the scriptures of Zoroastrian-
ism that are at least partly contemporary with Prophet
Zarathustra (fl. ¢.1000 BC).

The Zamyad Yasht, for instance, tells the story of the

divine grace or charisma (farr, khwarnah), possessed by
the deity, prophets and great heroes of Iranian myth,
which is the vital element of kingship in the Shah-
nameh. The supernatural is omnipresent in the mythi-
cal part, usually in the form of beasts, dragons or de-
mons who threaten mankind’s attempts to establish an
orderly society. The early battles in the poem record
the first kings’ gradual subjugation to the demonic rep-
resentatives of Ahriman, the evil principle of the uni-
verse.

The reign of Jamshid, the fourth king, was notable for
the introduction of crafts and the organization of so-
ciety. He grouped mankind into four classes --priests,
warriors, farmers, and manual laborers-- a division that
remained axiomatic in later theories of political organi-
zation and had its counterpart in the Indian caste sys-
tem.

To reflect his sun-like glory, Jamshid introduced the
feast of the New Year, Nowruz, still celebrated in Iran
at the time of the spring equinox. However, entranced
by his own achievements, he forgot God and lost his
divine charisma (farr), leading to his downfall and the
subjugation of Iran by the tyrannical king Zahhak.

Legend

A formative episode in the legendary portion of the
Shahnameh is the murder of Iraj, son of king Faridun,
who divided his realm amongst his three sons (not un-
like King Lear’s planned division of Britain between his
three daughters). The youngest brother, Iraj, received
the choicest part, Iran, and his jealous brothers mur-
dered him. This set off the cycle of wars that pitted the
Iranians against the Turanians throughout the Shah-
nameh, a reflection of the long-term historical confron-
tation between the sedentary civilizations of the Iranian
Plateau and the nomadic Turkic peoples of Inner Asia.
The murder of Iraj had other resonances. He was an in-
nocent victim, politically naive and ready to renounce
the trappings of power for a life of contemplation. As

such, he is a precursor of the inward-looking and spir-
itually aware Siyavosh, a man of conscience who un-
dertook an ordeal by fire to prove his innocence. The
world of the spirit, though not a dominant feature in
the Shahnameh, is always in the background and high-
lights the uneasy relationship between secular power,
religion and ethics.

The stories in the legendary section are more complex
than the poem’s opening narratives.

Dissension between king and hero is a recurrent motif
in the Shahnameh, and this is also a widespread theme
in western epics, most famously in the argument be-
tween Achilles and Agamemnon at the opening of the
Iliad. Indeed, the Persian ‘Book of Kings’ is not a re-
lentless praise of individual rulers or the institution of
monarchy. Of the fifty kings named by Ferdowsi, only
five are given unalloyed approbation, while many more
are shown as unwise or deeply flawed. Towards the end
of the Shahnameh, a sage is asked: “‘Who is the most
desperate of men?’ He replies: “A good man who serves
a worthless king”.

The legendary section of the Shahnameh is dominated
by Rostam, the most celebrated champion of Persian
folklore whose exploits draw on narratives going back
to ancient times. The arms most closely associated with
him, the lariat and the club, are pre-metallic weapons.
A complex figure, Rostam embodies the most anarchic
and chthonic elements of the poem, representing the
atavistic type of hero-- the trickster.

Rostam lives a long life, serving seven kings, and his
character undergoes substantial changes.

In the early stories he is a mythological hero, enjoying
supernatural protection and emerging triumphant from
all conflicts. But after his involvement with Tahmineh
and the birth of their son Sohrab, Rostam leaves the
world of the heroic, and becomes ensnared in the hu-
man. His adventures are now shadowed by anguish and
a sense of impending tragedy. He inadvertently kills his
son Sohrab, he is unable to save the doomed Siyavosh
whom he loves as a son; he is presented with an im-
possible dilemma during his last major encounter with
Esfandiyar.

The development of Rostam’s character is indicative of
the general evolution of narrative in the Shahnameh.

History

The historical section of the Shahnameh begins only
with the last of the Achaemenids, Darius III, and the
conquests of Eskandar (Alexander the Great).

There is no reference to the founders of the Achaeme-
nid dynasty, Cyrus the Great, Darius, or Xerxes. Their
history was lost to the Persian memory, perhaps owing
to the lack of records under the Parthians, a dynasty of
nomadic Central Asian origin that ruled Iran for some
500 years (c.247 BC-224 AD) after Alexander’s Seleucid
successors had faded. The legends of the Shahnameh
originated in eastern, Parthian Iran, not in the imperial
heartland that was the center of Achaemenid rule.
Consequently, the capital of the Achaemenid Empire,
Persepolis, was known to Ferdowsi’s contemporaries as
Takht-e Jamshid, ‘the throne of Jamshid’, while the roy-
al tombs near it, with their monumental carvings, were
referred to as Nagsh-e Rostam, ‘the image of Rostam’,
and believed to represent the exploits of this legendary
hero.

The tone of this last section is different from the ethi-
cal, formulaic stories in the legendary part of the Shah-
nameh. The narratives are full of circumstantial detail.
The supernatural interferes only occasionally and magic
is rarely mentioned. There are a number of light, amus-
ing stories, while politics are often so venal as to suggest
that the Persian Empire was destroyed as much by its
own internal corruption as by the Arabs. If the sense
of heroic fatalism is largely lost, much has been gained
in vivid narrative, intimate pathos and psychological
complexity.
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Book on Shake-
speare’s early
comedies ready for

publication in Persian

“William Shakespeare: The Early Com-
edies” by Derek Antona Traversi has
been translated into Persian by Farshid
Ebrahimian.

Early comedies by Shakespeare are dis-
cussed from different aspects, including
those of politics, philosophy, morality,
religion and women, Ebrahimian told
the Persian service of ISNA.

Other comedies by Shakespeare are
inspired by these early plays and also
manifest his approach toward these
various issues, he added.

Six plays including “The Taming of the

»

Shrew”, “The Two Gentlemen of Ve-
rona”, “Love’s Labor’s Lost” and “The
Merchant of Venice” are reviewed in
the book.

The book will be released by Sureh-

Mehr Publications in the near future.

Tehran festival ded-
icates section to
Kurdish short films

The 27th edition of the Tehran Interna-
tional Short Film Festival is dedicating
the section Rojna to films produced in
the Kurdish language this year.

The festival organizers have opened this
section with the aim of strengthening
local cinema and recognizing potentials
and talents in different provinces of the
country. A collection of 16 shorts com-
ing from Sanandaj, Marivan, Kerman-
shah, Mahabad, Baneh and Ilam will go
on screen in the Kurdish language.
Productions from Iranian Young Cin-
ema Society (IYCS) will go on screen at
the Sacred Defense section of the gala,
which is running from November 19 to
24.

They include “Chance” by Ensieh
Shah-Hosseini, “Two Sisters” by Bi-
jan Mir-Bageri, “Birthday of a Bullet”
by Karim Faegian, “Doll” by Moham-
madreza Rahmani, “Step into Paradise”
by Atefeh Khademorreza, “Walking on
the Railroads” by Vahid Hosseini Nami,
“Border of Life (2)” by Taha Karimi,
“Blue Dream of Love” Jamshid Rau'fi,
“Noah’s Ark” by Sudabeh Bababgap,
“My Monster” by Alireza Mirasadollah
and “Reconnaissance” by deceased film-
maker Ebrahim Asgharzadeh.

Films from different countries includ-
ing Spain, Germany, Japan, France,
Cuba, Taiwan, Canada, India, China,
Britain, Brazil and several others will be
competing in the intentional section of
the festival.

“Whisper with the Wind” wins awards at

Spanish festival

“Whisper with the Wind” by Kurdish Iranian director Shahram Alidi has won two
prizes at the International Euroarab Film Festival Amal in Spain.

“Whisper with the Wind” was awarded the best film prize while the Kurdish Iraqi
actor starring in the film, Omar Chawshin, won the best actor award at the event,
which took place in Santiago de Compostela from October 23-30, the public rela-
tions office of the film announced in a press release on Wednesday.

Organized by the Araguaney Foundation-Bridge of Cultures, Amal came up with
the aim of approaching the public about social reality and Arab culture, through the

worldwide language of cinema.

“Whisper with the Wind” is about an old man who travels between the mountain-
ous villages in Kurdish Iraq to deliver messages from families separated by war in

the region.

The film has previously received several accolades in international events including

the Cannes and Mumbai film festivals.

Last January, the film received a Don Quixote Award from the International Fed-
eration of Film Societies (FICC) at the Tromso International Film Festival (TIFF)

in Norway.

Photo: Kurdish Iraqi actor Omar Chawshin in a scene from “Whisper with the

Wind”

Dutch ambassador
thanks TMCA for loaning

“Trinidad Fernandez”

Ambassador of the Netherlands to Teh-
ran Cees J. Kole expressed his gratitude
to Tehran Museum of Contemporary
Art (TMCA) director Mahmud Shaluii
for the contribution he made in loaning
“Trinidad Fernandez” to the Boijmans
Van Beuningen Museum in Rotterdam.
The Tehran Museum of Contemporary
Art (TMCA) loaned the painting by
Dutch artist Kees van Dongen (1877-
1968) at the request of the museum.
The artwork is on display as part of a
4-month show arranged by the museum
under the title “All eyes on Kees van
Dongen”.

The ambassador visited Shaluii at the
museum on Tuesday where he expressed
his personal interest in Persian art and
culture saying, “Persian art is world fa-
mous and my country is interested in
developing its art and cultural ties with
Iran.”

“Art is like a bridge which connects na-
tions together and the best means for
that purpose is art,” he remarked.

“The Dutch exhibit that opened in Oc-
tober has generated intense media inter-
est, indicating significant attention being
paid by people and artists,” he declared.

Shaluii also talked about the influence
of international artists and said, “Artists
like Kees van Dongen are international

in scope and not restricted to a specific
country. They actually belong to the en-
tire world.

“The officials in charge truly supported
the loaning of the painting and most art-
ists also had positive feelings toward its
temporary transfer,” Shaluii said.

Photo: People visit an exhibition of
paintings by Dutch artist Kees van Don-
gen at the Boijmans Van Beuningen Mu-
seum in Rotterdam in an undated photo.
Iran has loaned Van Dongen’s “Trinidad
Fernandez” to the showcase, which runs
until January 23, 2011. (Boijmans.nl/

Hans Wilschut)

Old chums cherish
childhood memories
with Morteza Ahmadi

Friends from older times gathered
to celebrate the 86th birthday an-
niversary of their old chum Morteza
Ahmadi, the individual who reminds
everybody of the happy childhood
days.

Ahmadi has appeared in over 30 films
and has also voiced many animation
characters over his 65-year career. He
is famous for his voice of the sly fox
that tricks Pinocchio.

Cosponsored by Beethoven Music
Center and Rudaki Foundation, the
ceremony was held at Vahdat Hall
on Sunday evening and attended by a
great number of artists, cineastes and
friends to honor the veteran cinema
and stage actor Morteza Ahmadi.

Tar virtuoso Hossein Parsaii, director
of Rudaki Foundation Hossein Par-
saii, actors Jamshid Mashayekhi, Be-
hzad Farahani, Saber Abar, Shagayeq
Farahani, and director Marzieh Boru-
mand were among the participating
guests.

“Morteza Ahmadi has been as deli-
cious as the food we used to have in
our childhood. He is a manifestation
of Iranian folklore,” Borumand began
to speak about Ahmadi first on stage.
“He is an honest and modest man who
has been seeking Iranian culture and
folklore all these years. I hope we can

make better use of his knowledge,”
she said.

A short film on Ahmadi featuring
interviews with him about his life
and activities, his rhythmic voiceo-
ver narrations, as well as clips from
several movies he had acted in were
screened for the audience. Next, Ali-
zadeh was invited on stage where he
called Ahmadi a man of seven arts,
“he reminds me of tar virtuoso Ali-
Akbar Shahnazi.”

“Happiness is his comrade. Tehran
has always been a city of migrants
that seems to have no particular cul-
ture but when we listen to Morteza,
we find out that Tehran possesses an
old and specific culture. He bestows
life to everybody and all different
generations remember their identity
upon hearing his name.

“Let us celebrate his birthday with
all our hearts. I forgot all my grief in
these few short hours that I have been
here. He reminds us of the rich folk-
lore of our country Iran,” he added.
The ceremony continued with several
brief speeches by Mashayekhi, Abar
and Farahani.

Afterwards, Ahmadi was called on
stage, which garnered long applause
and ovations from the audience.

“I fell in love with ru-hozi perfor-
mances when I was 12. I have long
been trying to revive this artform
over the past 40 years. I finally man-
aged to publish my first book ‘Ever
New Oldies’ in 2001. The second vol-
ume is ready and I hope to publish it
soon.
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US Designates Iran
Opposition Faction a
Terrorist Group

The United States on
Wednesday officially
designated the Iranian
opposition group Jundal-
lah as a terrorist organi-
zation. The Sunni Mus-
lim group is said to have
been responsible for sev-
eral lethal attacks in Iran
in recent years, includ-
ing bombings at Shi’ite
mosques in the city of
Zahedan.

Although Iran is on the
U.S. list of state sponsors
of terrorism, the Depart-
ments of State and Treas-
ury designated one of the
Tehran  government’s
most radical opponents
as a terrorist organiza-
tion.

In tandem announce-
ments, State and Treas-
ury officials said Jundal-
lah has used terrorist
tactics, including suicide
bombings and targeted
assassinations, in a series
of attacks in Iran since
2003.

The United States says
the group was behind
bomb attacks at mosques
in the southeastern Ira-
nian city of Zahedan
in 2009 and in July of
this year that killed
more than 70 people
and wounded hundreds
more.

The State Department’s
acting deputy spokes-
man Mark Toner said the
decision to blacklist Jun-

dallah shows consistency
in U.S. anti-terrorism ef-
forts.

“Today’s announcement
reflects our commitment
in rooting out terrorism
wherever it exists,” said
Toner. “Jundallah has
indiscriminately  killed
Iranian civilians. And
despite the recent cap-
ture and execution of its
former leader, the group
has continued its activi-
ties and, frankly, remains
capable of carrying out
future attacks.”

Iran has repeatedly ac-
cused the United States
of supporting Jundallah
and other Iranian op-
position factions.  Its
captured former leader,
Abdul Malik Rigi, said
on Iranian state televi-
sion before his execution
in June that the United
States had promised the
group weapons and a
base in Afghanistan.

State Department
spokesman Toner said
the United States does
not sponsor any form
of terrorism. He urged
other governments in the
region to take similar ac-
tion against Jundallah.

“We've repeatedly stated
and I'll reiterate again
that the United States
has not provided support
to Jundallah,” he said. “In
fact, we don’t support
any form of terrorism.

We'll continue to work
with the international
community to curtail
support for terrorist or-
ganizations.”

Wednesday’s action
freezes all assets Jundal-
lah might have in the
United States and makes
it illegal for Americans to
provide the group mate-
rial support, including
donations.

The State Department’s
list of foreign terrorist
organizations contains
the names of nearly 50
groups, including al-Qai-
da, Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah movement and the
Iranian opposition group
The People’s Mojahedin
of Iran, or MEK.

The exiled MEK, which
has released information
on Iran’s covert nuclear
program in recent years,
has campaigned for its
removal from the U.S.
blacklist. In July, a U.S.
federal appeals court or-
dered the State Depart-
ment to review the mat-
ter.

But a senior State De-
partment official says he
is unaware of any pend-
ing change in the MEK’s
status. The group is ac-
cused of bomb attacks
before Iran’s Islamic rev-
olution that killed U.S.
defense contractors in
Iran, among others.

Iran frees jailed
Swedish Oriflame
manager

AFP: In August a Swedish-Iranian employee
of cosmetics firm Oriflame was charged in
Iran for establishing a pyramid scheme and
deriving illegal earnings from it.

Now the man -- the company’s local sales
manager -- has been released on bail and has
left the country, the Swedish foreign minis-
try told Swedish Radio.

The news came as an Iranian delegation ar-
rived in Sweden to visit the Riksdag and the
foreign ministry.

Three other employees at the Swedish cos-
metics firm were earlier releases. A fifth
man, Iranian, is still behind bars.

“On our part, the process is not fully resolved
until all are out of prison,” Oriflame spokes-
man Patrick Linzenbold told Swedish Radio,
according to the TT newswire.

The Tehran office of Swedish direct-sales
cosmetics company Oriflame was shut down
by authorities on August 22 and five of its
employees were arrested amid allegations
that it was running a pyramid scheme and
was possibly backed by a spy agency.

“Oriflame intended to fight the (Iranian)
system. There are no economic reasons be-
hind the company,” Iran’s intelligence Min-
ister Heydar Moslehi was quoted by state
television as telling reporters at the Imam
Khomeini mausoleum in Tehran.

The company’s chief financial officer said the
company was not involved in any political
activities and had not been told why its Ira-
nian operations were shut down.

“We are a cosmetics company, we are sell-
ing direct. We are of course not involved in
any political activities in the country. It is
very very difficult to comment on” the ac-
cusations, Oriflame’s chief financial officer
Gabriel Bennet told AFP

Inflation rises
again in Iran,

hits 9.2%

According to the latest report by the
Central Bank of Iran, the nation’s infla-
tion in the Iranian calendar month of
Mehr (September 23 — October 22) stood

at 9.2 percent.

The inflation rate has risen this month to

9.2 percent from 8.9 percent last month,
the Mehr News Agency reported.

CBI Governor Mahmoud Bahmani had

rate would drop to 7 percent in Iranian
calendar month of Shahrivar
(Aug. 23-Sep. 22) if the government’s
economic reform plan was not imple-
mented.

previously announced that the inflation

The Ahmadinejad administration has
devised an economic reform plan which
calls for paying subsides for various
products directly to people.

The plan has been prepared to reduce
an excessive waste of the country’s re-
sources especially in using energy, and
to ensure that low-income families pay
fewer taxes.

It is believed that when the economic
reform plan is put into effect the infla-
tion rate in Iran will rise by over a mini-
mum of 11 percent.
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IRAN ARRESTS
FOUR 'UK-LINKED’
MILITANTS

Iran says it has arrested four men
allegedly paid by a man based in
Britain to carry out assassinations,
an official state TV station reports.
Press TV said the four “Britain-
linked terrorists” were detained in
the western city of Marivan.

The men are accused of carrying
out five assassinations in the past
two years for money, Press TV re-
ports.

In London, the UK government
dismissed the story as the latest in
a line of “baseless Iranian allega-
tions”.

‘Slur’

In a strongly worded statement,
the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (FCO) said the allegations
were without foundation.
Continue reading the main story
Iran and the UK: Recent rela-
tions30 April - 5 May, 1980: Six
Iranian gunmen take over the
Iranian embassy in London, tak-
ing 22 people hostage. The siege
ends when. Five gunmen are killed
and one is arrested when British
special forces storm the building
February 1989: Iran’s Ayatollah
Khomeini issues a religious edict
(fatwa) ordering Muslims to kill
British author Salman Rushdie, ac-
cused of blasphemy against Islam.
Diplomatic ties with London are
broken off February 2002: Tehran
rejects UK’s new ambassador, call-
ing him a spy21 June 2004: Eight
British sailors are held in Iran af-
ter their vessel apparently strays
into Iranian waters near Iraq bor-
der 15 October 2005: Iran blames

British intelligence operatives for
the deaths of four people following
explosions in the south-west city of
Ahwaz. UK denies the claim25 Jan-
uary 2006: Iran says bombers who
killed eight people in bomb attacks
in Ahwaz had links with British in-
telligence. 23 March 2007: Fifteen
British navy personnel are taken at
gunpoint by Iranian forces in the
Gulf off the coast of Iraq“The UK
does not support or encourage ter-
rorist activity in Iran, or anywhere
else in the world and this claim
will be seen as what it is: another
in a long line of slurs against the
United Kingdom from the Govern-
ment of Iran,” it said.

The Iranian report, which comes
on the anniversary of the day in
1979 when Iranian militants seized
the US embassy in the capital, Teh-
ran, was published on the English
language TV channel’s website.
The four men are reported to have
“confessed” to receiving orders
while in the Iraqi city of Suleimani-
ya from a man Press TV named as
Jalil Fattahi

The report said he was the group’s
commander, and was now living in
the UK.

Although promised some $20,000
(£12,400) per killing, the arrested
men only received less than half
that sum, Press TV says.

“The ministry says it has disclosed
documents and confiscated weap-
onry from the terrorist group,” the

report says.
( Source BBC)
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SHAHNAMEH
THEMES GALORE "5

Universal themes of the Shahnameh have struck a resonant chord in the hearts and minds
of generations. Stories of the rise and fall of dynasties, conflicts between kings and heroes,
infighting between fathers and sons in the ‘Book of Kings’ manifest man’s struggles against
nature, fate and his own conscience. They reflect both ancient traditions ...

Would you, as an Iranian, take
part in London 2012 olympic?

SMS
QR =
1-Yes 2-No
Text YES or NO followed by
your name to 07733113137

YES 89%
NO 11%

www.persianweekly.co.uk/polls
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