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Polish Centre Arts Depot

2 & 3 Nov. 2010 5 & 6 Nov. 2010
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The Laila Salehzehi Charitable Foundation (LSCF) cordially
invites you to our Christmas 2010 Party on 10 December 2010
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Tickets: £45 - At the door: £50

To reserve your tickets please call:
Mrs Zohreh Yazdi on 07533054125
Or Mr Bahram on 07584094194
Email: info@lscfoundation.com

Registered Charity No. 1125457
www_Iscfoundation.com

AT ARG Strez'et 2
Edgware, HA8 TDDJ

;mm

p...JL.s.,JJ,.L;nﬁtd i

T.

Join us for a night of fun and celebration of the Christmas-an
important opportunity for us to tell you more about our stake
in a project to build a school in a rural area of Iran.
Sponsorship opportunities are available.

Please contact us for further information if you are interested.

Supported by:

nirg
s
Sponsored by: . r/ e ;/ ler / MOTORE ENGINEERING

SOUTHGATE

Tel: 0208 361 6400
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sales@cakecreate.co.uk

020 8248 3111
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JONDI SHAPOUR

World’s Oldest University

Jondi Shapour, the world’s oldest university, was
built by Shapour I of Sassanid dynasty in a city that
thrived near the existing city of Dezful in southwest-

W R ——" S

e

ern Khuzestan province.

During the rule of Shapour I, many cities were es-
tablished across Iran, including Jondi Shapour. It was
considered as one of the seven regions of Khuzestan.
During the reign of Shapourt II, it was the capital city
of Sassanid Dynasty, Iranreview.org wrote.

Rise and Fall

Jondi Shapour University included a medical faculty
and was a center for training scientists for centuries.
Iranian, Greek, Indian and Roman scientists con-
ducted studies and scientific research there.

During Anushiravan’s rule, many Greek philosophers
who had migrated to Iran following the closure of
Athens Academy were supported by the Sassanid
king. They taught sciences at Jondi Shapour Univer-
sity.

Anushiravan sent students to India to learn new sci-
ences. Greek medicine became prevalent in Jondi
Shapour University.

The books of eminent philosophers such as Aristotle
and Plato were translated into the Persian language.
Iranian physician Borzuya travelled to India and
brought several Indian books to Iran.

Jondi Shapour University has played a great role in
the advancement of chemistry, biology and medicine
sciences.

In addition to the establishment of Jondi Shapour
Medicine Faculty, the Sassanid king established an-
other school in which mathematics, philosophy and
astrology were taught.

Besides, the university was a big hospital complex

i ==l

where medical students gained experience.

During the Islamic era, Jondi Shapour became re-
nowned for its handicrafts and farming, especially
sugarcane and rice.

—

After the fall of Sassanids at the hands of Arabs, the
university continued to work for a short while under
the supervision of Iranians.

Jondi Shapour thrived until 579 AH (951 AD). Then,
it fell into ruins due to the attack of tribes in 6th
century AH and the scientists migrated to Dezful and
Shushtar.

At present, the only remains of the university can be
seen near Shah-Abad Village of Dezful, where Jondi
Shapour once stood. These remains are threatened
by agricultural activities.

Contribution

Books produced by the university were used as sci-
entific references, especially in the field of medicine,
for a long time after its destruction.

Will Durant has lauded the Iranian civilization for
having built such a university.

Einstein has praised his disciple, Professor Hesabi,
for having belonged to a country where a university
had been built 1,700 years ago. Einstein has noted
that when ancestors of Europeans were eating each
other in the forests of Europe, Iranians built universi-
ties.

Most researchers believe Sassanid Dynasty played a
major role in enacting urbanization and architecture
principles, since many cities were established during
the Sassanid era.

Concerns

Cultural heritage experts have expressed concerns
over the situation of the site.

Society of Khuzestan Cultural Heritage Enthusiasts’
Spokesman Mojtaba Gahestuni said, "It is surpris-

ing that a place, which is a proof of Iran’s scientific
glory in ancient times, has been neglected. Even a
comprehensive excavation has not been conducted
at this ancient site.”

He explained that the historical site of the university
stretches over 1,000 hectares, 500 hectares of which
are used for farming.

The lands of Jondi Sahpour University were ceded
to local farmers in 1979, which are still under wheat
cultivation.

Sardar Castle, near Jondi Shapour University, draws
people to this historical site.

“Numerous relics have been unearthed from Jondi
Shapour and destroyed by tractors in every farming
season,” he said.

Gahestuni said local farmers unintentionally ruin
these ancient relics, which are the remnants of the
great Iranian civilization,” he said.

Some relics, unearthed intact and safely by farmers
and excavators, have been handed over to Khuz-
estan Cultural Heritage Department. However, a sig-
nificant number of them are plundered by profiteers.
Another issue, which has raised the concerns of cul-
tural heritage lovers, is a road asphalting project that
includes parts of the Jondi Shapour site.

“Dezful's governor has authorized the implementa-
tion of the project, which has attracted the strong
opposition of Khuzestan Cultural Heritage Depart-
ment,” he said.

Iran Tourist-Friendly

Iran has been introduced as a tourist-friendly
country and the UN’s World Tourism Organization
will allocate funds for it. Hamid Baqaei, the head
of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tour-
ism Organization (ICHHTO), made the above re-
mark in the closing ceremony of the 89th UNWTO
Executive Council on Tuesday, IRNA reported.

“Playing host to such sessions will have positive
outcomes for the country and help increase the
number of arrivals,” he said. “People walk in Iran’s
streets after midnight without facing any problem.”
Baqaei stressed that Iran has registered an an-
nual growth of 25-30 percent in the number of
tourist arrivals, which shows it is one of the safest
countries.

On the high safety of Iran, the official said political
and economic conferences may be held in con-
flict-affected countries, but tourism conferences
can only be held in peaceful nations, which also
shows Iran is safe and secure. “Many countries
are struggling to play host to such sessions to
publicize their country’s tourism potentials,” he
said. Baqgaei noted that Iran has joined the list of
Silk Road countries and this is an opportunity for
Iran, because UNWTQO’s fund will be allocated to
these countries. “After 10 years of membership in
UNWTO, Iran last year joined the Program and
Budget Committee of the organization during
a session held in Kazakhstan,” he said. On the
establishment of Tourism Bank, Bagaei said the
bank is a private institute and ICHHTO will sup-
port it.

“ICHHTO has plans to develop ties with all banks
in the country,” he said, adding that his organiza-
tion has begun discussions on forging tourism ties
with Melli, Tose’e, Saderat and Ta’avon banks in
this regard. Bagaei concluded that his organiza-
tion is pursuing many programs to expand tourism
ties with foreign countries and also improve the
country’s tourism status with a focus on free trade
zones.
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Iran, Vatican
discussing creation
of monotheistic

religions front

The establishment of a united front of

monotheistic religions is being discussed
by Iranian and Vatican officials at a
meeting currently underway in Tehran.

The seventh round of meetings between
Iran’s Center for Interreligious Dialogue
and the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue (PCID) began on
Monday at the Islamic Culture and Rela-
tions Organization (ICRO) headquarters.
At the meeting, ICRO Director Mo-
hammad-Bager Khorramshad said that
the united front can be set up through
emphasizing the cultural affinities of the
monotheistic religions.

The dissemination of the ways monothe-
istic religions respond to the basic needs
of people can be helpful in the interreli-
gious dialogue, Khorramshad added.
PCID President Cardinal Jean-Louis
Pierre Tauran, PCID Secretary Gen-
eral Archbishop Pier Luigi Celata, and a
number of other Vatican officials are at-
tending the meeting.

Cardinal Tauran thanked Iran for its ef-
forts to organize the meeting.

Mutual respect and trust and the young-
er generation should be topics of discus-
sion in the dialogue between monotheis-
tic religions, Cardinal Tauran said.

The belief in a plurality of deities and
membership in polytheistic sects are
the main blights of modern societies, he
added.

Unity within the monotheistic front
is the only way to avoid depravity, he
noted.

The three-day meeting ends today

Tehran Vocal Ensemble prepares
European, Australian repertoire

The Tehran Vocal Ensemble plans to
perform a repertoire comprising Euro-
pean and Australian folk and pop music
in its upcoming concerts in Tehran next
week. The youth ensemble led by Milad
Omranlu is scheduled to give perfor-
mances at the Vahdat Hall on November
19 and 20. The European and Australian
repertoire will be in the second part of
the concerts each day, Omranlu told the
Persian service of Fars News Agency re-
ported on Tuesday.

No more details were mentioned about
this part. The ensemble is also slated to
perform theme music from a number of
the world’s acclaimed films during the
performances. This part will come after
performing a number of pieces by West-
ern classical musicians and also some
works by Iranian composers including
Ali-Akbar Qorbani, Shahram Tavakkoli
and Ahmad Pejman.

“Due to our attachment to Iranian com-
posers, we always prepare an Iranian

repertoire for our concerts,” Omranlu
said. The Tehran Vocal Ensemble has
been honored at several prestigious
events worldwide.

The group grabbed a gold medal at the
Mixed Chamber Choirs section and a sil-
ver medal at the Folklore section of the
2nd Asian Choir Games in South Korea
in July 2009.

The World Choir Games, which were
held China in July this year, honored
the ensemble with a silver medal in the
Folklore section and a bronze medal in
the Mixed Chamber Choirs section.

In September 2009, the ensemble re-
ceived a gold medal in the Mixed Choir
Category of the 11th International Folk-
song Choir Festival in Barcelona.

In addition, it won a Golden Diploma
from Italy’s 8th International Choir
Competition and Festival of Jazz, Gos-
pel, Pop and Secular and Sacred Music in
October 2009.

Mother of Iranian
astronomy honored

-- The 90th birth anniversary of the
first Iranian female astronomer and
physics professor, Alenush Terian, was
celebrated at the Ararat Club in Teh-
ran.

The ceremony was attended by some
Iranian MPs and over 100 Armenian
people to pay tribute to Iranian mother
of astrology and the establisher of the
solar observatory of the Institute of
Geophysics at the University of Teh-
ran.

At the ceremony, the Tehran MP Has-
san Ghafurifard made a short speech
about his acquaintance with Terian
who was his professor at the university.
He said that she had visited her at the
elderly house once.

“She always said I have a daughter who
named sun and the moon is my son,” he
added saying that it is his honor that he
is the guest of this celebration.

After that, the representative of north-
ern Tehran Armenian inhabitants in
Majlis Yureg Vartan called Terian as
one of luminaries which Iranian Arme-
nian is proud of her.

“The presence of luminaries like Terian
is a witness to Armenian accompani-
ment with Iranians all through the his-
tory,” he added.

The message of the Iranian Archbish-
op Sabuh Sarkisian on the occasion of
Terian’s birth anniversary was read out
at the ceremony as well.

Born in an Armenian family in 1920 in
Tehran, Alenush Terian graduated in
1947 from Tehran University Science
Department and she began her career
in physics laboratories of the same uni-
versity and was elected as the chief of
laboratory operations in the same year.
She graduated in 1856 in atmospheric
physics from Sorbonne University. She
came back to Iran and she became an
assistant professor in thermodynamics
physics at the University of Tehran.
She studied solar physics observatory
for 4 months by a scholarship of Ger-
man government and finally became
the first female professor of physics in
Iran on 1964.

In 1966 she became a member of the
geophysics committee of Tehran Uni-
versity and in 1969 finally was elected
as the chief of the solar physics studies
in that university and began to work
in the solar observatory which she was
one of its founders. She was retired on
1979.

Iranian-Indian fusion
music to echo in Tehran

Iranian musician Tahmures Purnazeri
and renowned Indian sitar player Shujaat
Husain Khan will give joint concerts at
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on November 25
and 26.

After their concerts in Tehran, they will
also have performances in other coun-
tries including U.S., Europe and India.

Entitled “From Persepolis to Taj Mahal”,
the concerts are a continuation of “Moon
Migration” concerts which were held
eight years ago at the Vahdat Hall, he
mentioned in a press release by Rudaki
Foundation.

“I collaborated with Shujaat Husain Khan
in a project under the same title that was

finally recorded as an album in India and
then we decided to tour different coun-
tries for live performances,” he men-
tioned.

He went on to say that the concerts in
Iran would be performed in two sections;
first, solo performances on tar and setar
and then some improvisations based on
the “From Persepolis to Taj Mahal” al-
bum.

“There is a strange feeling in these per-
formances which is wonderful for me. It
is against the challenges of every day life
and it inspires calmness,” he mentioned.

A virtuoso tar, setar, and barbat player,
Purnazeri has previously performed con-
certs and recorded many albums with the
Shams Ensemble led by his father Keik-
hosro.

Nadalian hopes
Seoul exhibit re-
minds politicians
about environmen-
tal problems

Iranian land artist Ahmad Nadalian
expressed his hope that his exhibit

in Seoul reminds world politicians of
environmental problems.

A collection of installations and video
art, a series of photos of his previous
land artworks, as well as his bicycle of
peace will go on display at the Green-
ing Green exhibition which will
be held from November 18 to 28 in
South Korea.

“Since the G20 Summit will be held
in Seoul next week, I hope the exhi-
bition reminds politicians of environ-
mental problems,” he mentioned in a
press conference.

He also explained about the 12 pho-
tos taken from the imprinting done
by his bicycle whose tire bears the
phrase “Dream of Peace in the Per-
sian Gulf”.

He went on to say that he has
equipped his bicycle with two more
tires on which anti-war phrases were

imprinted and he has ridden with
them on sand areas in the exhibit.

“People in Iran and its neighboring
countries are suffering from wars and
the consequences of them for more
than three decades and, as an artist
who cares about environmental is-
sues, I believe that continuing these
circumstances will destroy the cul-
tural ties between nations as well,” he

added.

His works will go on show beside
artworks by ten other artists invited
from Japan, Germany, China, Britain,
Argentina, India, the Netherlands,
the United States and South Korea.

Nadalian is planning to perform his
land art on the banks of the Han
River in Seoul. He also plans to ride
his bicycle of peace on a beach in the
city. He will be making new imprints
by riding his bike.

Nadalian rode his bicycle of peace on
the Persian Gulf Coast last year on
Hormoz Island.

Modern Iranian land art is associated
with Nadalian. He usually creates his
works and leaves them in natural lo-
cations, ranging from trees to high
cliffs, deserts, and on riverbeds.

His works have been on display from
Iran to Japan, China, Italy, France,
the U.S., and several other countries.

Photo: Iranian land artist Ahmad Na-
dalian peddles on sands to create an
artwork at the Greening Green exhi-
bition in Seoul on November 9, 2010.
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Iran Underlines 20%
Share of Caspian Sea
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TEHRAN (FNA)- Tehran is serious
about its 20% share of the Caspian Sea
and will continue negotiations on the is-
sue with the other littoral states, an ad-
visor to the Iranian president said.

“Iran will never give up its rights in or-
der to achieve its objectives and rights.
We regard this position as a principle,”
Mohammad Mehdi Akhoundzadeh said
on Wednesday.

“Another principle in talks about the
Caspian Sea legal regime is that no new
treaty can be brokered without taking
into account the views of the Islamic Re-
public,” he added after a two-day meet-
ing of the Caspian Sea Special Working
Group in the Iranian capital, Tehran.
He called the Caspian Sea as the “sea of
peace and friendship” and said, “Iran’s
approach is based on accepted interna-
tional principles and norms.”

The presidential advisor emphasized
that any decision about the sea’s legal
regime should only be implemented
based on justice and consensus.

The official pointed to Iran’s power and
influence in the region and said, “Teh-
ran’s strength and influence are for
peace, security, understanding and co-
operation.”

“Iranincreasesits presence in the Caspian
Sea day by day with regard to the existing
events,” he added.

Akhoundzadeh stressed the im-
portance of strengthening coop-
eration and convergence of views
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among the Caspian Sea littoral states.
His remarks came after the officials of
the Caspian Sea littoral states attended a
workgroup meeting in the Iranian capi-
tal city of Tehran on November 9-10 to
discuss the legal regime of the Sea.

The 27th workgroup meeting of the lit-
toral states compiled and regulated the
Caspian Sea Legal Convention with
envoys of the countries’ presidents and
deputy foreign ministers in attendance.
The meeting was one of the regular ses-
sions held in the five countries.
Azerbaijan is also due to host a heads-of-
state summit of the Caspian Sea littoral
states later this month. Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is to make
a visit to Azerbaijan on November 18 to
take part in the summit aimed at prepar-
ing the legal regime of the Sea.

The previous summit held in Tehran
studied non-militarization of the Sea,
non-employment of the waterway for
threats to other countries, share of eco-
nomic activities of the countries and
non-presence of other countries in mili-
tary drills.

The status of the oil and gas rich inland
sea has been a source of disagreement
among the littoral states since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.

The Caspian Sea is estimated to contain
between 17 billion and 33 billion barrels
of proven oil reserves.

Asylum seeker
jailed for
cheating at
casinos

An asylum seeker from Middlesbrough who
became a gambling addict has been jailed after
admitting cheating at casinos.

Iranian-born Bahram Sahamiadded or removed
chips by a “sleight of hand” while playing rou-
lette at London casinos, Southwark Crown
Court heard. He also stole two £100 chips from
other customers on one occasion.

The 38-year-old had been banned from
branches of Gala Coral Group casinos in March
2009 after staff suspected him of cheating, but
used false identities to carry out the offences
for which he has now been sentenced a matter
of months later.

Sahami, of Coltman Street, Middlesbrough,
who previously pleaded guilty to three counts
of fraud, three of cheating at gambling and two
of theft, was sentenced to a total of 46 weeks
in jail.

Prosecutor Nicola Merrick said Sahami used a
“sleight of hand” to carry out his offences, de-
scribing him as a “slippery customer”.

Even after police showed him CCTV of him
cheating at the Gala casino in Baker Street, he
refused to admit it was him. He initially denied
all the charges before changing his plea last
month.

Judge Peter Testar told him: “It seems to me
that you were an accomplished and determined
cheat, as what the CCTV from the casino in
Baker Street showed was you cheating in four
or five different ways during the course of a
limited period of time.”

Sahami used UK driving licences or member-
ship cards in other people’s names to gain entry
to casinos after he was barred. He gained a to-
tal of £285 from the offences, defence barrister
Andrew Hope told the court.

Mr Hope said his client, a dental technician by
trade, entered the UK in 1999 having fled Iran
after his brother was killed. He was imprisoned
in Iran before being allowed to leave. He ap-
plied for asylum in the UK but his application,
and a subsequent appeal in 2006, was refused.

He became a gambling addict after that, squan-
dering the £20,000 from the sale of his house in
Iran in casinos, the court heard. AFP
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STUDENTS TO
PROTEST TUITION
FEE RISES

Tens of thousands of students from
across Britain are set to hold protests
in London on Wednesday against
government’s plans to increase uni-
versity tuition fees.

More than 24,000 students have reg-
istered to take part in the demonstra-
tions, which will be the biggest chal-
lenge ever to the coalition’s austerity
plans since it came to power in May.
Those attending the march will be
from universities in London and
higher education centers in the
southeast, West Midlands, Yorkshire
and Humberside.

The National Union of Students
(NUS) and the lecturers’ union as
well as the University and College
Union (UCU) have called the rally.
Reports said students from Sheffield
would be especially eager to voice
their anger at the Deputy Prime
Minister Nick Clegg who represents
the constituency.

Liberal Democrats had pledged to
prevent any increase in the tuition
fees in their election campaign but
Clegg now wants his fellow camp
men to back the fees rise to an an-
nual £9,000 from the current £3,290
a year.

Students used public networking

sites like Twitter and Facebook to or-
ganize a “flash mob” protest outside
Clegg’s home in London just ahead of
the march.

Meanwhile, some student groups
have emerged to be planning coordi-
nated sit-ins and occupations during
the demonstrations.

“This is the largest student protest
in the UK for at least a decade ...
which goes to show the huge extent
of discontent with this government’s
short-sighted plans, which will ef-
fectively privatise large parts of high-
er education and remove support for
many college and adult education
learners” said NUS president Aaron
Porter.

Porter also described government’s
tuition fee changes as “utterly unac-
ceptable” and an “outrage”.

“We will fight back against attempts
to dismantle the funded education
system we desperately need for eco-
nomic recovery, social mobility and
cultural enrichment” Porter added.
Several university vice-chancellors
have already warned the govern-
ment that the proposals to cancel
public funding of undergraduate
courses will be a “profound error”.

JONDI SHAPOUR 5
World’s Oldest University

Jondi Shapour, the world’s oldest university, was built by Shapour I of Sassanid dy-
nasty in a city that thrived near the existing city of Dezful in southwestern Khuzestan

UNESCO pulls out of Iran’s
World Philosophy Day

The United Nations educational and
scientific body UNESCO said Tuesday
it would not take part in World Phi-
losophy Day events in Tehran as con-
ditions for their effective organisation
have not been met.

Iran’s events had been set to take place
from November 21 to 23, but UNESCO
head Irina Bokova said in a statement
that the organisation was disassociat-
ing itself “as the secretariat was not

fully consulted on all aspects.”The
holding of the event in Iran had pro-
voked outrage among human rights ac-
tivists and some academics.A UNESCO
spokeswoman who asked not to be
named told AFP that the UN body had
in 2008 accepted a proposal from the
Iranian Philosophy Institute to host
the events.

UNESCO said the day’s aim is “to en-
courage academic exchange and high-
light the contribution of philosophical
knowledge in addressing global issues.”

province.

Would you, as an Iranian, take

part in London 2012 olympic? S |

1-Yes 2-No
Text YES or NO followed by
your name to 07733113137

YES 89%
NO 11%

www.persianweekly.co.uk/polls
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