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Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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PERSIAN

LITERATURE

The oldest extant Persian writing is found in Persian
inscriptions, but it is only of historical interest. The
first major literary works are the scriptures of Zoro-
astrianism and the Pahlavi writing of Parthian and
Sassanian Iran, when there was an active literary
life.

But all that we know of it consists of a few indi-

rect references and brief works in Middle Persian or
Pahlavi which were preserved, along with religious
books, in the Zoroastrian communities and collec-
tions of maxims, Salamiran reported.

Origin and Development

Poetry was cultivated by minstrels. The names of
some of these poet musicians have come down to us
like Barbod who was the favorite of Khosrow Parviz,
but their work was never written down and has been
lost.

Fragments of Manichaean religious poetry have been
recorded by archeologists and are of such high qual-
ity that they may be assumed to belong to a well-
established tradition. Some of these are to be found
as far away as in China today.

The Arab Conquest (7th century AD) made Arabic
the literary language and Islam the dominant literary
theme. Many notable works of Arabic literature are
by Persians.

Persian reemerged as the literary language in the 9th
century AD and in the following centuries, classical
Persian literature flowered.

This literature is undoubtedly the most brilliant ex-
pression of the Iranian genius. While there are also
interesting works in prose, it is poetry--the most var-
ied in the Islamic world--that gives Iranian literature
special value.

Cherished over a period of more than 10 centuries, it
was enjoyed and imitated well beyond the confines
of the Iranian Plateau: in Asia Minor, Central Asia and
in the Muslim communities of India. The literature of
Turkey and India developed under its influence.

Of the early known poets, one should count Roudaki
who was blind and Daqiqi. Of Roudaki’s poems dat-
ing 940 AD, few remain to this day though he is re-
puted to have written several thousand.

Shahnameh

Ferdowsi, an epic poet, was commissioned to write
‘Shahnameh’ (The Grand Book), the national epic. It
took him about 30 years to compose 60,000 couplets
of the Shahnameh, which gives the history of Iran to
the end of the Sassanian period.

He is said to have been promised a gold coin for eve-
ry couplet of his Shahnameh by the reigning court.
However, when he completed the monumental work
in 999 AD, the reigning monarch, Sultan Mahmud
Ghaznavi, was staggered by the size of it and instead
offered him a silver coin for each couplet.

Ferdowsi turned down the offer and returned to Tus,
brokenhearted, where he composed a sharp satire
against the Sultan. He died penniless, but his Shah-
nameh lives forever in the heart of every Iranian.
Sultan Mahmud is reputed to have had 400 poets
attached to his court. These included many poets
who were great in their own right: Onsori, Farrokhi,
Manouchehri and Asadi. Al-Birouni, who wrote the
Chronicle of Ancient Nations, was also at his court.

Patronages

Classical Persian literature has developed under two
powerful patronages: royal and religious. Though
existing fragments of Persian verse are dated by ex-
perts as early as the 8th century AD, the known his-

o

tory of Persian literature begins in the 9th century,
with the beginning of the decline of the caliphs at
Baghdad.

At that time, local royal dynasties were rising in Iran
and increasingly asserting their independence of the
caliphs. The resulting dynasties established their
own courts and patronized poets and scholars.

It was in Bokhara, at the Samanid court, that Avi-
cenna improved the medicine and philosophy of
ancient Greece. Until two centuries ago, his treaties
and books were used as textbooks in some schools
of medicine in Europe. He is said to have started
writing his encyclopedia when only eight years old.
Prose--tales, fables, allegories and philosophical and
scientific works--also flourished. The most outstand-

ing prose works were histories: many of these sur-
passed their Arabic models.

The Seljuk period stands out in the history of Iranian
literature--a period rich in both verse and prose. The
latter included such outstanding books as Ghazali's
‘Revivification of Religious Sciences’ and its Persian
summary ‘Alchemy of Happiness’; Bayhagi’s ‘History
of the Ghaznavids’, Nezamol-Molk’s ‘Book of Govern-
ment’ and Kaykavous’s ‘Book of Qabous’; the fables
of ‘Kelikeh va Demneh’ and Nezami Arouzi’s ‘Four
Discourses”. All of these are still considered master-
pieces of Persian prose.

Khosrow and Khayyam
In a class by himself was Nasser Khosrow, a poet

and great scholar whose travel books are among the
seven or eight of his 15 works in prose and some
30,000 verses still survive.

His best known book is his ‘Travelogue to Egypt.
Khosrow's poems are mainly lengthy odes on reli-
gious and ethical subjects. Some Iranian scholars
believe that Khosrow should join the five in the Ira-
nian Hall of Fame of outstanding poets-- Ferdowsi,
Khayyam, Molavi, Sa‘di and Hafez.

Omar Khayyam (11th century AD), both a poet and a
mathematician, while combining two opposite attrib-
utes, craftes his well-known ‘Rubaiyat’. Also among
the great poets are the poets of sufism: Farideddin
Attar and Jalaleddin Rumi.

In addition, the Seljuk period can boast of other gi-
ants in literature, such as Onsori, Abu Saeed, Baba
Taher, Masoud Sa’d Salman, Gorgani and Sanaei.
Moezzi, Anvari and Khaqgani are masters of Persian
poetry of the more sophisticated style which is im-
possible to translate. Hence, they remain relatively
unknown outside the country.

Decline and Rise

After the 15th century, Persian literature went into a
decline that lasted until the 19th century.

In the 20th century, western influence and the strug-
gle for independence and social justice in Iran made
political and social themes paramount, and literary
language became simple and direct.

Modern poets include Iraj Mirza, Aref Pishavari, Mal-
wk-osh-Shoara Bahar, Houshang Ebtehaj, Parvin Ete-
sami, Nima Youshij, Ahmad Shamlou, Mehdi Akhavan
Saales, Forough Farrokhzad and Sohrab Sepehri.
Sadeq Hedayat, Jamalzadeh, Dolatabadi, Darvishian,
Ali Mohammad Afghani, and Jamal Mir Sadegqi are
the country’s celebrated novelists in modern times.
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“When I am asked where I come from,
I say my home is in Istanbul, my spirit
in Konya and my heart in Khoy. I am so
delighted to be here in this city that bears
such a great man as Shams,” she said.

Mevlana Museum Deputy Director Naci
Bakirci, also present at the ceremony, ex-
pressed his satisfaction in attending the
congress and said, “This event is a great
honor and I thank the organizers for
their strenuous efforts in arranging such
an event.”

Expressing his pleasure, Nazeri spoke
briefly before his concert at the tomb of
Khoy, and said, “It is a great honor for me
and members of the band to be here for
this concert. We are proud to attend this
congress and perform selections of poetry
by Molana and Shams.”

Esin Celebi was also awarded with the
Shams Medal at the ceremony.

The International Congress of Shams-i
Tabrizi was held for three days open-
ing on Monday in Urmia, the capital of
West Azerbaijan Province and closing
Wednesday in Khoy.

The congress included several sessions
with scholars and experts on Shams, as
well as side section programs exhibit-
ing calligraphy and unveiling a stamp in
honor of Shams.

Photo: Iranian vocalist Shahram Nazeri
(R) thanks Rumi’s 22nd niece Esin Celebi
(L) after receiving a medal of honor of
Turkey’s International Mevlana Founda-
tion from her during a ceremony at the
tomb of Shams-i Tabrizi in Khoy on No-
vember 10, 2010. (Mehr/Ali Abbaspur)

Vocalist Alireza Qorbani joins
Shams ensemble

Vocalist Alireza Qorbani was invited to
join Shams ensemble led by Keikhosro

Purnazeri after 30 years of being estab-
lished.

Members of the band known for their
beautiful group performance of tanbur
(an Iranian string instrument) gath-
ered at the Music Museum of Iran on
Wednesday to honor their 30 years of
activity where they also introduced Qor-
bani as the vocalist of the band.

“Over the past 30 years we experienced
many ups and downs. The band began
performing at a time when music was
forbidden up to the present time when
musicians are able to have an active
presence,” said conductor Purnazeri in
his opening address.

“In those years many chose to be inac-
tive, some left the country but others
tried to protect and preserve Iranian mu-
sic so that today the youth can work in
Iran with love and hope,” he said.

“Everybody is tired these days. I some-
times go to Vali-e Asr intersection to
watch people and their faces. I think

about what I should compose that would
attract these exhausted faces to listen to
it. I believe attracting those individuals
who were fans of my music is no longer
an art,” Member Tahmures Purnazeri
said about composing Iranian music.

He continued that Qorbani is a different
singer among the vocalists with which
the band has collaborated.

“We are currently working on recording
compositions with Qorbani. We are also
planning to hold a tour across Europe
and the United States that will begin in
winter under the title of ‘Noruz Outside
Iran’,” he said.

Tahmures added that Qorbani has an es-
pecially attractive tonal quality of voice,
which should help the band produce an
impressive album.

“I am quite familiar with the personali-
ties in the group and I enjoy collaborat-
ing with the band. I have known the
members for years and I am happy to
work with them on the 30th anniversary
of their establishment,” Qorbani said.
“When I listened to the repertoire of
songs composed by Keikhosro, I liked all
the pieces and congratulated him for his
great work,” he remarked.

He next talked about the concerts in
Iran and said that the bands in Iran have
only begun giving concerts over the past
20 years. “It will take at least 100 years
before listeners find their own tastes. In
Iran the tastes of audiences is not clear
yet. For example, the individual who
listens to pop music may attend a tradi-
tional mystic concert as well.”
Tahmures and renowned Indian sitar
player Shujaat Husain Khan will give
joint concerts at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall
on November 25 and 26.

Photo: Vocalist Alireza Qorbani (R) and
Shams ensemble leader Keikhosro Pur-
nazeri attend a press conference at the
Music Museum of Iran in Tehran on No-
vember 10, 2010. (ISNA/Ruhollah Vah-
dati)

Iranian graphic
desigher awarded at
MeXxican biennial
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Iranian graphic designer Moham-
mad Jamshidi took third place at
the International Poster Biennial of
Mexico.

He was selected for the third place
for his poster “Fear and Mental An-
guish” in Category A of the biennial
which is dedicated to cultural post-
ers.

The first place was taken by Ste-
phan Bundi from Switzerland with
a poster named “The Moliére’s
Tartuffe”. Lance Rutter from Unit-
ed States took second place with his

artwork “Homage to Alphonse Mu-
cha” in this edition of the biennial.
Jamshidi previously won third
award at the 10th Tehran Interna-
tional Poster Biennial in 2009 and
received honorable mention at the
International Poster Biennial of
Mexico in 2008.

The International Poster Biennial of
Mexico has opened up a new space
for the diffusion of universal visual
culture.

For twenty years, it has enabled the
presentation of creative proposals
from the five continents.

Iranian illuminator
invited to hold courses

at Shanghai University

The Shanghai University has invited
Iranian illuminator Mostafa Aqamiri
to hold courses at the university.

The invitation was recently offered
by officials of the Chinese university
after Aqamiri participated in a session
at the Iranian Consulate in Shanghai,
Aqamiri told the Persian service of
the Mehr News Agency on Friday.

He has given the Shanghai University
a résumé and is waiting for an official
response from the university.

Aqamiri, 43, was raised in an artist
family. He and his brother Alireza
have been invited to hold exhibitions
in Algeria in May 2011.

He won the second award at the 4th
International Illumination and Min-
iature Festival of Algiers in October.
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Iran test fires upgraded
Soviet-era missile

Iran has “successfully” test fired an
upgraded version of a Soviet-era mis-

nautics websites.

sile, a commander said in a report
on Thursday, after Moscow dropped
plans to supply Tehran with S-300
missiles.

The website of Iran’s English-language
Press TV reported that the Islamic re-
public had “designed an air defence
system that has the same capability
as the Russian-made S-300 system.”
“We have developed the system by
upgrading systems like the S-200,
and we have tested it successfully us-
ing all our potential and experience in
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), the Army and the Defence
Ministry,” it quoted Brigadier General
Mohammad Hassan Mansourian, the
deputy commander in the Iran’s air
defence unit, as saying.

It was unclear from the report about
the nature of the test, and whether it
was carried out during ongoing aerial
defence war games.

Last week Mansourian had told the
state news agency IRNA that “very
soon we will test long-range aerial
defence missiles, including Iranian S-
300s.”

Iran’s military has long touted its in-
tentions to come up with a long-range
anti-aircraft missile system compara-
ble to the S-300, after Moscow’s re-
fusal to deliver that system because
of UN sanctions against Tehran over
its nuclear drive.

“Long-range threats comprised some
20 percent of threats against the na-
tion, and we have developed solutions
for it, including an improvement of
the S-200 system,” Mansourian was
quoted as telling IRNA on Wednesday.
The S-300 is a ground-to-air missile
system of medium and high altitude
and with a long-range capability (up
to 150 kilometres, 90 miles), accord-
ing to specialised military and aero-

It was developed by Russia in the
1980s to intercept multiple targets,
aircraft or missiles, like the US Patriot
system.

The S-300 is the next generation of
the S-200, which uses technology that
dates back to the 1960s. Tehran pur-
chased S-200s from the former Soviet
Union in the 1980s.

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
signed a decree in September banning
supplies of S-300 missiles and other
arms to Iran, citing UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1929.

Moscow came under strong US and
Israeli pressure not to go ahead with
the sale of the weapons system which
was seen as complicating any military
action against Iran over its nuclear
programme.

Both Israel and the United States have
refused to rule out resorting to mili-
tary action to prevent Iran acquiring
what they suspect is nuclear weapons
capability, an ambition Tehran strong-
ly denies.

Top Iranian officials, including Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, have
lashed out at Russia for “selling out”
to the United States by cancelling the
S-300 deal.

Moscow, which has been a strong ally
of Iran and built the Islamic republic’s
first nuclear power plant in the south-
ern city of Bushehr, said it would re-
imburse Tehran for its downpayments
on the deal.

The contract was estimated to be
worth a total of 800 million dollars
(572 million euros).

Ahmadinejad was to meet Medvedev
later on Thursday on the sidelines of
a regional summit in the Azerbaijani
capital Baku.

Iran celebrates
golden day at
Asiad

Iranian taekwondo athletes have glittered in
China’s southern city of Guangzhou, where
the 16th edition of the Asian Games, official-
ly known as Asiad, is underway.

Iran’s taekwondo fighter Yousef Karami
fetched the gold medal for his country on
Wednesday in the under-87 kilogram after
he managed to beat his South Korean oppo-
nent Yong Hyun 4-3 in the final, IRIB re-
ported.

Earlier in the day, another Iranian taek-
wondo competitor Alireza Nasr Azadani had
grabbed the first gold medal in men’s under-
74kg division for the Iranian sports delega-
tion. He defeated Dmitriy Kim of Uzbekistan
11-2 in the final.

The 22-year-old Iranian female taekwondo-
ka Sara Khosh Jamal Fekri secured the third
place in women’s under-46kg category on
Wednesday. Yung Huang Hsien of Taiwan
snatched the gold medal and Jordanian Dana
Touran won the silver medal.

Iranian athletes have taken their metal tal-
ly up to 14 at the 16th edition of the Asian
Games in Guangzhou, China.

Chinese athletes are leading the medal tally
list, followed by South Koreans who have
managed to fetch 72 medals altogether.

The South Koreans have grabbed 24 gold, 19
silver and 29 bronze medals so far. Japan is
placed third with 15 gold medals, according
to the official website of the 16 Asian Games.
Iran ranks tenth in the ongoing event.

The 16th Asian Games opened in Guang-
zhou, China, on November 12. A total of 476
events in 42 sports will be contested by ath-
letes from 45 countries until November 27.
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BP GAS FIELD
SHUT DOWN

OVER IRAN

Actions at the Rhum gas

field in the North Sea are
suspended in order to
seek clarification on Eu-
ropean sanctions in Iran,
British oil company BP
confirmed.

London’s Independent
newspaper last week re-
ported that BP was taking
measures to halt work at
the North Sea natural gas
field because there was a
possible conflict of interest
in terms of Iranian sanc-
tions.

The United States and Eu-
ropean Union in July im-
posed sanctions on Iran
that target the country’s
energy sector.

BP confirmed Wednesday
that it suspended work at
the Rhum gas field pend-
ing clarification on EU reg-
ulations against Iran. The
Iranian Oil Co. Ltd. holds
a 50 percent stake in the
field.

Trevor Garlick, regional
president for BP opera-
tions in the North Sea,
said he believed his com-
pany was complaint with
EU regulations concerning
the monitoring of safety
and integrity of the field.

“However, the conditions
required for continued
production remain subject
to further clarification,” he
said in a statement. “Once
we obtain such clarifica-
tion from the government,
we will review the situa-
tion and will take whatev-
er action is appropriate in
light of that clarification.”

The Rhum gas field pro-
duced more than 200 mil-
lion cubic feet of natural
gas during the first six
months of 2010. That's
about 1 percent of what
British consumers con-
sume during the peak
heating season during the
winter.

TURKISH FOUNDATION

»5
HONORS SHAHRAM NAZERI

Turkey’s International Mevlana Foundation paid homage to Rumi-focused Iranian vocalist Shahram Nazeri
during the closing ceremony of the International Congress of Shams-i Tabrizi on Wednesday in the city of
Khoy where the tomb of Shams lies.

Rumi’s 22nd niece Esin Celebi who is also the deputy director of the foundation handed the medal to Nazeri
in appreciation of his efforts in promoting Rumi’s poetry around the world.

“Nazeri has been walking the path of Molana since he was very young. He has always been singing Rumi’s
poetry and helping to promote the thoughts of Molana. I think he deserves more than just this medal,” Esin
Celebi said in her short speech at the ceremony.
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