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Afghan Association Paiwand presents

Rumi ‘Festival 2011

Saturday 15th January

The Arts Depot Trust
Finchley, Nether St, London N12 0GA
11-16pm and 6pm - 10pm

Rumi

[ am neither a Moslem nor a Hindu

[ am not Christian, Zoroastrian, nor Jew
I am neither of the West nor the East
Not of the ocean, nor an earthly beast

www.londonrumifestival.co.uk

Information on: 020 8905 8770
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Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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Car Hire
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EXPENSES FROM NOW ON

JUST CALL AN APPROACHABLE BARRISTER

WHO CAN ADVISE YOU AND REPRESENT YOU
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Persian Astronomy

While Persia’s written record spans millennia, clues
regarding astronomical observations emerged from
the even more distant past.

Pottery dating back more than 5,000 years is adorned
with painted figures suggestive of constellations.
The ziggurat of Choghazanbil, built more than 3,200
years ago by the Elamites near their capital of Susa
in southwestern Iran, is suspected of having an as-
tronomical purpose, perhaps as an ancient observa-
tory, reported Newsgroups.derkeiler.com.

Many constellation symbols and other celestial
shapes made their first appearances in neighboring
Babylon. Dating back to the dynasty of Kassites, who
migrated from the Zagros Mountains of western Iran
over three millennia ago, up to 40 cosmic figures
have been found engraved on individual land bound-
ary markers known as kudurru stones.

Profound Changes

Iran underwent profound changes with the birth of
Persia’s religion, Zoroastrianism, in the 7th century
BC. Founded by Zoroaster (often known as Zarathus-
tra in the West), the ancient faith is the basis for
many of modern Iran’s most cherished traditions.
Astronomy at the time was the dominion of Zoro-
astrian priests known as magi and the holy book of
Zoroastrian faith, Avesta, has many references to
astronomical observations. Zoroaster himself is said
to have been an astronomer who established an ob-
servatory that produced a zij, a set of astronomical
tables.

Cyrus the Great, the founder of the Persian Empire,
captured Babylon in 539 BC. The magi who migrated
there transformed Babylonian astronomy.

For example, they were the first to record planetary
motion through constellations. The magi learned
from the Babylonian astronomers as well and trans-
lated Babylonian books into the early Persian lan-
guage.

During the 5th century BC, the zodiac as we know it
first appeared when Babylonian priests and Persian
magi divided the ecliptic plane into 12 equal-sized
zones represented by constellations. With refine-
ments in eclipse predictions and the development
of astrology, citizens’ daily lives were linked to sky
events. A few centuries later, three Persian magi are
said to have followed a bright star to Bethlehem in
the West with gifts for the newborn Jesus (PBUH).

Devastation

Progress in the Persian Empire came to a halt fol-
lowing the devastation wrought by the invasion of
Alexander the Great in 330 BC.

According to some accounts, Alexander sent the
enormous library at the royal capital of Persepolis
back to Greece for translation before his troops de-
stroyed the books and set fire to the palaces and
temples.

In AD 624, Byzantine soldiers conquered the city of
Shiz in northwestern Iran. They reported a remark-
able structure called Takht-e Taqdis--The Sacred
Throne--that speaks volumes about the Persian in-
terest in astronomy. They found representations of
the sun, moon, stars and planets moving across the
ceiling of the domed throne room.

This may have been the world’s first planetarium.
The soldiers also reported rain falling from holes in
the simulated sky to the accompaniment of thunder.
Because the Byzantines viewed Persians and their

Zoroastrian religion as pagans, the throne room suf-
fered the same ignominious fate as other glories of
Persia’s past--destruction at the hands of invaders.

pire, astronomers from throughout the region made
contributions. Persian astronomer Al-Sufi worked in
Baghdad and Iran during the 10th century, refining
part of the star catalog in Ptolemy’s Almagest, one of
the seminal works of Greek astronomy.

The Mongols swept through Persia during the 13th
century. The great Persian astronomer Nassired-
din Tousi, known as Al-Tusi in the West, joined with
the Mongols. They built Tousi a great observatory

A few decades later, invading Arab armies again de-
stroyed much of the historical record after conquer-
ing most of the region in the name of Islam. What
little that has survived reveals a continuing keen
interest in astronomy with similarities to the older
science of Mesopotamia, along with the influence
of Greek translations of works that found their way
back to Persia.

Decline

Astronomy flourished under the Muslim caliphs, while
science languished in Europe during the Dark Ages.
Astronomy was particularly important to Muslims
who were obliged to predict when the New Moon
might first be visible, thus marking the start of each
month in the Islamic lunar calendar.

While Baghdad was the center of the Islamic Em-

at Maragheh, near the original Sacred Throne. The
observatory featured a 3.5-meter wall quadrant and
many other instruments, some of Tousi's own de-
sign, which were capable of precise star position
measurements.

Tousi precisely measured the precession of the equi-
noxes, one of many contradictions to the accepted
Ptolemaic system of planetary motion that he eluci-
dated. Some of Tousi’s ideas are found in the work of
Copernicus 200 years later, although it's not known if
Copernicus read Tousi’s works.

Why the flower of Islamic science faded while Eu-
rope experienced its renaissance remains unclear.
Perhaps the new interest in astronomy among Iran’s
burgeoning youth will engender a renaissance of as-
tronomy in Iran.
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Opera singer Evelyn
Baghcheban dies in
Istanbul

Persian -- Opera singer Evelyn Bagh-
cheban, widow of Iranian composer
Samin Baghcheban, died in Istanbul on
Sunday October 31. She was 82.
Samin Baghcheban died on the last day
of winter 2008 in Turkey, where he had
resided for many years.

Evelyn met Samin at the Ankara State
Conservatory where they got married

and later traveled to Iran. Evelyn es-
tablished the first technical course on
singing at the Tehran Music School.

Deceased tenor singer Mohammad
Nuri, and vocalists Pari Zanganeh and
Sudabeh Tajbakhsh are among her stu-
dents. Evelyn also launched the Tehran
National Choir during the early years of
living in Tehran.

She is considered as one of the pio-
neers of Iranian opera. She also helped
launch Rudaki Hall in Tehran along with
musicians Monireh Vakili, Heshmat
Sanjari, Fakhereh Saba and several
others.

Mezzo-soprano Evelyn has also per-
formed in the album “Rangin Kamun”
(The Rainbow) which contained songs
and compositions by her husband
Samin.

The Baghcheban family spent the last
years of their lives in Turkey. Evelyn
was teaching piano at the Mimar Sinan
University of Fine Arts and retired sev-
eral years ago.

“Turkey is my country and I grew up
like a tree in Turkey but I was ferti-
lized in Iran and that is why I like both
countries and regard both as my home-
lands,” she had once declared.

FERDOWSI FOUNDATION TO
PRODUCE FILM ON SHAHNAMEH

Iran’s Ferdowsi Foundation will be
launching the production of a movie
on Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

A great researcher has conducted the
research work and a veteran screen-
writer is currently working on the
script, secretary general of the foun-
dation Yasser Movahhedfar told the
Persian service of ISNA on Saturday.

The names of the researcher and the
screenwriter were not released in the
news. One of the older narrations of

Shahnameh is due to be featured in a
modern format of today, he said.

Movahhedfar said that the project took
five years to complete and the plans
are to film the project in Iran and sev-
eral European countries. *“We hope the
project will attract international atten-
tion.”

The Ferdowsi Foundation is an organi-
zation run by the public and we hope
other organizations support this pro-
ject financially, he concluded.

Iran plans to prosecute
UNESCO for withdrawal
from World Philosophy
Day conference

The President of the World Philoso-
phy Day conference said that Iran
plans to take legal action against
UNESCO for its dissociation from the
conference held in Tehran last week.
Speaking at the closing ceremony of
the three-day conference on Tues-
day, Gholam-Ali Haddad-Adel gave
no more details about the plan.

“We believe that UNESCO’s with-
drawal occurred as result of com-
plete obedience to the global pow-
ers and also think that UNESCO has
turned into a political instrument in
the hands of those powers; this is
an issue causing us grave concern,”
he said. Haddad-Adel had previously
said that UNESCQO'’s withdrawal pro-

duced “positive effects” for the con-
ference.

In 2008, UNESCO accepted Iran’s bid
to host this year’s the World Philoso-
phy Day, which has been celebrated
since 2002.

However, in a statement published
on November 9, UNESCO announced
that it would not take part in the
World Philosophy Day events, which
had been scheduled to be held from
November 21 to 23 in Tehran.

“The conditions necessary to guar-
antee the effective organization of a
UN international conference have not
been met,” UNESCO Director-General
UNESCO's decision to back away from
the event was made after a number
of academics, European nations and
the United States called for boycott-
ing the event due to the Iranian gov-
ernment’s actions toward the opposi-
tion in the 2009 post-election unrest.

Iranian, Slovenian
graphic designers share 2nd
prize at Japanese contest
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The second prize of the 2010 Tokyo
Designers Week was shared by Ira-
nian and Slovenian graphic design-
ers on November 16.

“Life Is My Right” by Khashayar
Teimuri from Iran and “For Our Chil-
dren’s Children” by Miha Kosmac
from Slovenia won the award at the
competition organized by Design-
boom magazine on the theme of
“Endangered Species”. The first
prize went to Israeli artist Anna
Braverman with “Living Tracks”.

The jury was composed of Kat-
sumi Asaba, Kashiwa Sato, Keniji
Kawasaki, Shobun Nakashima and
Noriaki Hayashi. Works by Iranian
graphic designers Alireza Nosrati,
Hajir Roshangar, Amir Khojasteh
and Mohammad Abolhassanzadeh
were also among the entries at the
competition.

Photo: “Life Is My Right” by Khash-
ayar Teimuri from Iran shared the
second prize at the 2010 Tokyo De-
signers Week with a graphic design
by Miha Kosmac from Slovenia..

Iranian pianist to
perform soundtracks of

world renowned films

The Iranian  pianist  Afshin
Mo’addabpur will perform selections
from the soundtracks of world re-
nowned films during his recitals on
December 2 and 3 at the Niavaran
Cultural Center.

He will play selections from the

soundtracks of the films “Pink Pan-
ther”, “The Godfather” and Iranian
films Ebrahim Hatamikia’s “The
Scent of Joseph’s Shirt” and “From
Karkheh to Rein” during the con-
cert. The event is sponsored by the
Niavaran Artistic Creations Foun-
dation and the pianist will perform
nostalgic pieces for the audience
during the program

The center located at the northern
end of Pasdaran St.
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Iran ready for
nuclear talks

KUWAIT CITY — Iran is ready
to negotiate its nuclear pro-
gramme with Western pow-
ers, but will refuse to make
any concessions, Foreign
Minister Manouchehr Mottaki
said on Wednesday.

“We support talks, negotia-
tions and dialogue,” Mottaki
told a news conference in Ku-
wait City when asked about
the resumption of talks on
Tehran’s sensitive nuclear
programme.

“But this does not mean that
we will make concessions or
retreat from our principled
position,” he said ahead of
the resumption of the talks
after a one-year hiatus, and
following a fresh set of UN
sanctions against Iran.

The Geneva talks are aimed
at allaying long-standing
Western concerns that Iran’s
nuclear programme masks
a weapons drive under the
guise of a civilian programme,
something Tehran denies.
“Developments in the inter-
national arena require ne-
gotiations and the Islamic
republic is prepared to par-
ticipate in those talks,” said
Mottaki.

“"We hope to see a serious
will for constructive talks...
Undoubtedly, one of the is-
sues to be discussed is the
agenda” of talks, he added.
The United States, Europe
and Israel fear that Iran

wants to use nuclear technol-
ogy to build a bomb but Teh-
ran insists that its programme
is a peaceful drive to produce
civilian energy.

Iran is under four sets of UN
sanctions over its refusal to
suspend uranium  enrich-
ment, the sensitive process
which can be used to make
nuclear fuel or, in highly ex-
tended form, the fissile core
of an atom bomb.

Mottaki said, however, the
sanctions have in fact ben-
efitted Iran.

He said that five years ago
before the sanctions, Iran
was importing 70 percent of
spare parts for its key oil and
gas sectors. Now, it is im-
porting only 30 percent and
manufacturing the rest.
Non-oil exports were worth
just eight billion dollars be-
fore the sanctions, and today
they are worth 30 billion dol-
lars a year.

Mottaki added that foreign
investment in Iran reached

unprecedented levels last
year, without providing any
figures.

Sanctions notably ban in-
vestments in oil, gas and
petrochemicals while also
targeting banks, insurance,
financial transactions and
shipping -- all of which Teh-
ran has brushed off as having
no impact. ( AFP)

Clinton welcomes Iran’s agreement
to return to nuclear talks

The U.S. is “encouraged” that Iran has agreed to talks on its
nuclear program next week in Geneva, Secretary of State Hillary

Clinton said on Wednesday.

Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said on Tuesday he is
ready for talks with a European Union-led group that includes the
U.S., China, Russia, France, the U.K. and Germany. The parties,
which last met more than a year ago, will meet Dec. 6-7 in Ge-
neva, the office of EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton said
on Tuesday in Brussels. "We are encouraged that Iran has agreed
to meet in Geneva next week,” Clinton said at a meeting of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in Astana,
Kazakhstan. “This is an opportunity for Iran to come to the table
and discuss (what she claimed) the matters that are of concern to
the international community,” she said, “first and foremost their
nuclear program.” Clinton said that Iran and the P5 plus 1 will dis-
cuss the accord they reached in 2009, under which Iran agreed
to exchange low-enriched uranium for fuel for a research reactor.
Now the parties will have to take into account “developments in
Iran’s nuclear program since that agreement was reached and
not implemented,” Clinton said. (Source: Bloomberg)

Swiss diplomat summoned
over U.S. use of false name
for Persian Gulf

T T

The Iranian Foreign Ministry summoned Swiss Ambassa-
dor to Tehran Livia Leu Agosti to protest at a recent move
made by the US to forge the Persian Gulf nhame.

Director-General of the International Law Department at
Foreign Ministry informed Agosti of Iran’s strong protest
at the order by the US Navy to its units to use a misnomer
rather than the Persian Gulf.

Submitting Iran’s letter of protest to the Swiss envoy, the
Iranian official said, “Undisputable historical facts show
that the name *Persian Gulf’ is used to identify the body of
water situated between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Arabian Peninsula.”

The Iranian official added that Iranians worldwide are
sensitive about any miss-reference to the Persian Gulf
and said, “It is surprising that a country less than a few
centuries old would try to change the name of the Persian
Gulf, with its thousands of years of precedent, over illogi-
cal animosity with the Islamic Republic.”

The Swiss Embassy in Tehran represents US interests in
Iran since Tehran and Washington severed diplomatic re-
lations in 1980.

Agosti said she would convey Iran’s concerns to the US
government.

While historical documents show that the waterway has
always been referred to as the ‘Persian Gulf’, certain Arab
states have recently mounted efforts to remove ‘Persian’
from the name of the waterway.

Iran designated April 30 as the ‘National Persian Gulf Day
to highlight the fact that the waterway has been referred
to by historians and ancient texts as ‘Persian’ since the
Achaemenid Empire was established in what is now mod-
ern day Iran.

In July 2009, archeological excavations in the Iranian port
city of Siraf yielded new evidence confirming the antiquity
of the Persian Gulf title.

The Iranian archeologists discovered Sassanid and early-
Islamic residential strata as well as a number of intact
amphoras used in sea trade during the Parthian, Abbasid
and early Islamic eras, all referring to the waterway as the
Persian Gulf.
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TARGETING IRAN’S
NUCLEAR SCIENTISTS

Two Iranian university professors Fereidoon Ab-
basi Davani and Majid Shahriari were assassi-
nated in separate terrorist bomb attacks here in
Tehran on Monday morning with the latter killed
immediately after the blast.

Initial investigations revealed that terrorists had
planted bombs on the teachers’ vehicles and
blasted their cars at 7:45 a.m. (0415 GMT).

An eye witness present at the scene of the terror-
ist attack told FNA that the terrorists riding two
motorcycles came close to the vehicle carrying
Majid Shahriari at 7:45 a.m. and threw a bomb at
the car which blasted and killed the lecturer and
wounded his wife and his driver.

“The blast of the bomb made a screech and the
motorcyclists fled the scene of the event rapidly,”
the witness said.

Fereidoon Abbasi Davani was also assassinated
the same way, but he could survive the attack and
was transferred to hospital along with his wife after
being wounded in the attack.

Another Iranian university professor and nucle-
ar scientist, Massoud Ali Mohammadi, was also
assassinated in a terrorist bomb attack in Tehran
in January. The bomb which killed Ali Moham-
madi had been planted on a motorcycle outside
his home in Tehran’s Northern neighborhood of
Qeytariyeh.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry in a statement at the
time, condemned the attack and took the Israel
regime and US hirelings inside Iran responsible
for the terrorist operation.

The statement described the attack as an inhu-
mane behavior violating all international rules
and norms.
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Iranian, Slovenian
graphic designers
share 2nd prize at
Japanese contest
The second prize of the 2010
Tokyo Designers Week was
shared by Iranian and Slovenian

graphic designers on November
16. Page 4

Opera singer Eve-
lyn Baghcheban
dies in Istanbul

Persian -- Opera singer Evelyn
Baghcheban, widow of Iranian
composer Samin Baghcheban,
died in Istanbul on Sunday Oc-
tober 31. She was 82.

Page 4

Iran plans to pros-
ecute UNESCO for
withdrawal from
World Philosophy
Day conference

The President of the World
Philosophy Day conference
said that Iran plans to take le-
gal action against Page 4

ol 0 diile lgfle b LS Jlod 10 oow ) 52 00 410 Sl gl
et s 3 Laals (g pfoeanly (g 151 alelus 31 Sy 5 Julosi (sl 3o 33

Sauiols né,.uuT Aulsod Qb.nT L
MEHDI KHANGOSTAR

011 3324 4205
077 3704 200

Sagals Liga Lo J1 ) 03 g2 s 393 3l Jwpl 31 JuB

ole> Bl plu g o191 4 5351 Slodd [y 5k g ONiRS A,

ASAN EXCHANGE

B ledS e 0 s 0 318 S Al
Wl blas jalw 9 phul 4y

oLl 20

33l bl yeSs wlbnl il il Jusl




