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Tel: 020 7221 5763
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Ladbroke Groveg (Hammersmith & City Line
and Circle Line)Persian Care Centre is a
registered charity in England (No. 1104739)
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Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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Car Hire

P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS

Replacement Vehicle, Repair,
Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation
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Birds may actually see Earth's magnetic field in the form of changing dark areas across one eye
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Mirza Kuchak Khan

last week coincides with the death anniversary of Mir-
za Kuchak Khan, a national hero in Iran who fought
against the dictatorial rule of Reza Shah Pahlavi.

He was the founder of a revolutionary movement

based in the jungles of the northern province of Gilan
that became known as the Nehzat-e Jangal (Jungle
Movement), Absoluteastronomy.com reported.
He led the uprising that started in 1914 and re-
mained active against internal and foreign enemies
until 1921 when the movement was defeated.

Early life

Mirza Kuchak Khan was born in Rasht in 1880 and
named Yunes. His father was Mirza Bozorg, one of
the most influential figures of his time, so he nick-
named Mirza Kuchak.

He studied theology at an early age at the Grand
Mosque of Rasht. Later he moved to Tehran and
studied at Mahmudiyeh School.

On the eve of the Iranian Constitutional Revolution
as the intelligentsia and ordinary people became
more involved in politics, Mirza quit his studies to
join the movement.

Finally in an imperial decree the then king of Iran
Muzaffar Al-Din Shah Qajar agreed to a constitution-
al monarchy in August 1906.

However, the ruling feudal society was against giv-
ing up its privileges and did not agree to respect the
newly elected Parliament (Maijlis).

In June 1908 parliament was suspended in a coup
ordered by the new monarch, Mohammad Ali Shah.
The Russian Cossack Brigade under the command of
Colonel Liakhov serving the Shah bombed the parlia-
ment and arrested the pro-democracy activists and
their leaders, including journalists and members of
the Parliament.

Uprisings spread across the country, in particular in
Tabriz, Ardebil and Rasht.

During the upheaval in Tabriz Kuchak Khan tried to
join the ranks of Sattar Khan and Haj Baba Khan-e-

Ardebili, but was unable to be an active player due
to illness. He was injured in the Constitutionalist
war, and had to travel to Baku and Thbilisi for medical
treatment.
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After going through a period of renewed and bloody
dictatorship that came to be known as the Short
Dictatorship (or Lesser Autocracy), in July 1909 the
national revolutionary forces from Gilan and central
Iran (Bakhtiari tribes) closed ranks and took over
Tehran.

Mirza Kuchak Khan was one of the junior command-
ers of the force that invaded the capital from the
north (under the command of Sepahdar Aazam Mo-
hammad Vali Khan Tonekaboni).

Jangal (Jungle) Movement

Due to the shortcomings of the social thinkers and
elite of the time on one hand and the strong estab-
lishment of the old autocracy on the other, the same
privileged class and their political representatives
took control of the new regime.

The freedom fighters were ultimately disarmed, in
some cases forcibly. Meanwhile the direct and indi-
rect manipulation of the country’s internal politics by
Tsarist Russians and the British added to the suffer-
ing and misery of the masses and resulted in social
unrest.

It was during such tumultuous times that Kuchak
Khan, in collaboration with the Society of Islamic
Union, started his uprising in the northern forests
(south of the Caspian Sea).

His return to Rasht was best with problems because
he had been expelled from Gilan by the Russian con-
sulate for five years. His cause seems to have been a
mix of the newly emerging national bourgeoisie and
the downtrodden peasants and as a result gained
popularity and momentum soon after its birth.

The Jangal fighters (locally known as Jangalis, i.e.
those living in the jungles) defeated the local gov-
ernment and Russian troops. The success added to

their reputation as potential saviors of the idea of the
Constitutional Revolution.

On June 12, 1918 Manijil was the site of a battle be-
tween the Jangalis and the joint British-White Rus-
sian forces. The latter (led by General Dunsterville
and Kernel Bicherakhov) although formally trying to
organize the return of Russian soldiers back home,
in reality was planning to pass through Manijil as the
only route to the Caspian area to reach Baku and
fight against the newly formed Baku Commune (led

by Stepan Shahumian).

General Dunsterville’'s private diaries and notes, in-
cluding those kept during his command of the Dun-
sterforce Mission to North Persia and Baku, are tran-
scribed from the original by General Dunsterville's
great granddaughter, and are co-located in the Great
War Primary Documents Archive.

Mirza Kuchak Khan's troops were defeated in this
war because of the use of artillery, armored vehicles
and fighter jets by the joint forces. Mirza's field com-
mander was a German officer (Major Von Pashen)
who had joined the Jangal Movement after he was
released by them from a British prison in Rasht.

The Jangal Movement was boosted and gained more
influence after the victory of the Bolsheviks in Russia.
In May 1920 the Soviet Navy led by Fyodor F. Raskol-
nikov and accompanied by Grigoriy Ordzhonikidze
entered Iran's Caspian port of Anzali. This mission
was declared to be restricted to pursue the Russian
vessels and ammunition taken to Anzali by the White
Russian counter-revolutionary General Denikin, who
was given asylum by the British forces in Anzali.
After years of fighting injustice and the tyranny of
rulers, Mirza Kuchak Khan was betrayed and defeat-
ed in battle against Reza Shah forces.

Mirza and his companion, a Russian-German revo-
lutionary adventurer, left to their own devices in
Khalkhal mountains, perished due to the cold and
frostbite. His body was decapitated by a local land-
lord and his head was displayed in Rasht to establish
the government’s new hegemony over the revolution
and revolutionary ideas.
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BRITAIN RETOLD A PORTRAIT OF
LONDON

PHOTOGRAPHIC
EXHIBITION BY SARA

SHAMSAVARI

Sara Shamsavari is an Iranian born
London based photographer and musi-
cian, whose new exhibition Britain Re-
told explores the cultural perspectives
of British Identity. In these extraordi-
nary new images we are revealed a
British Identity which has over a num-
ber of years has become diverse. The
aim of this show is to unite a range of
viewpoints and cultural backgrounds to
create a singular voice.

The exhibition consists of intimate por-
traits that incorporate the symbolism
of the union jack, which as an object
presents it's own positive and negative
connotations. These are juxtaposed
with statements, forming a strategy by
which we can explore and challenge
the viewer’s past and current interpre-
tations of what it is to be British.

Britain Retold seeks to open a plat-
form that allows the multi communities
in London to begin redefining what it
means to be British, moving toward be-
ing wholly inclusive and allowing new
associations to exist alongside tradi-
tion.

Sara Shamsavari is a British artist of
Iranian heritage living and working in
London. Her vibrant and emotive im-
ages have been described as “revealing
a unique empathy with her subjects”
and carrying “acute socio-political mes-
sages”.

Working in the discourse of social doc-
umentary, Sara’s photographic work
explores issues around identity and so-
cial justice and is inspired by the cen-
tral principles of equality, a belief in the
strength of unity in diversity, and love
as a driving force.

The artist's works have exhibited in
London, New York, Hong Kong and
Paris in galleries, museums and public
spaces including the Institute of Con-
temporary Art, Selfridges & Co, Espace
Pierre Cardin (Studio 55) ,The Pow-
erhouse Arena and Danny Simmon’s
Corridor Gallery. Her work and profile
have featured in numerous publications
including i-D, Let Them Eat Cake and
Grafik.

With a belief that artists should be
leaders in social and spiritual progress,
Sara’s endeavour is to empower the
participants of her work and in doing
this, encourage a transformation in the
way people view society and them-
selves.

Sepehri painting sold for about $70,000

A painting by Sohrab Sepehri, the high-
est-priced item at Iran’s Seven Views
expo, was sold with a hefty price tag
of $70,000.

The fourth edition of the expo which
opened on November 25 has so far sold
over 2 billion rials (about $200,000),
as was reported in a press release on
Tuesday.

The expo opened with 15 works sold on
its first day, the most expensive one be-
longing to Mohammad Ehsaii that sold
at about $35,000. The second work
belonged to Farah Osuli and went for
$5,000. Shahrzad Ghaffari with her art-
work valued at $3,000, and Fat'hollah
Marzban at $2,000 came next.

Forty three items by 43 artists have
so far been sold. A sculpture by Taha
Behbahani was sold for approximately
$14,000, a painting by Bita Vakili at
$12,000 and one work by Sadeq Tabrizi
at about $10,000 came next on the lat-
ter days. Aidin Aghdashlu, Nasrollah
Afjehii, Sedaqgat Jabbari, Gholamhos-
sein Nami, Farideh Lashaii and Ali-Akbar
Sadeqi are among the veterans whose
works are on show. The Aria, Elaheh,

Dey, Golestan, Haft Samar, Vali, and
Mah-e Mehr galleries are showcasing a
collection of paintings, sculptures, cal-
ligraphy works, calligraphy-paintings,

and other artworks by 224 artists.

The organizers have agreed to extend
the expo for several more days until
December 13 that is now running at
the Iranian Artists Forum (IAF).

Photo: An abstract work by Sohrab
Sepehri was sold for about $70,000 at
the Seven Views expo in Tehran on De-
cember 6, 2010.

‘Iranians support national
art at foreign auctions’

Bertrand Epaud, the director of the
Opera Gallery in Dubai, is convinced
that Iranians mostly support their
national arts at foreign auctions.

These are Iranians living in Dubai
who possess huge capital reserves
and support artists from their coun-
try. In the United States, Iranians
living there support their Iranian
artists even more, Epaud told the
Persian service of MNA.

Iranians are also successful because
of their talents in art. There are fine
galleries in Iran that are internation-
ally active and help introduce Irani-
an art to the world, he said, adding
that this encourages foreign inves-
tors to purchase Iranian works.

Epaud also talked about his opinion
on the status of art in Iran and the
neighboring countries. He said that
in some Persian Gulf littoral states,
when a baby boy is born, his fam-
ily hopes that he will not choose art
as a profession when he grows up.
In these countries if the members
of the younger generation seek art
as their career, they definitely face
disapproval. In some of these coun-
tries there is not even a faculty of
fine arts. Even in Bahrain, a depart-
ment of art was established but
soon afterwards was closed down.

This is not the case in Iran. There
are many art centers active in the

country and parents do not react
negatively to their children’s artistic
activities. There are many tradition-
al artists in Iran who still encourage
their children to continue art, he re-
marked.

On choosing Iranian artworks, he
explained that he selects artists
who demonstrate unique and crea-
tive style in their works. During the
time I was in Tehran, I saw many
good artists with remarkable works
at international auctions.

He continued that some young Ira-
nian artists would like to become
millionaires overnight, but they
should know that they must be pre-
pared to go a long way to achieve
something worthwhile.

We have also launched a new pro-
ject with an Iranian gallery where
special educational courses are be-
ing set up for the art students. This
helps identify the highly talented
whose works will be selected for an
exhibit at Opera Gallery in Dubai, he
concluded.

The Opera Gallery was established
in Dubai in 2008, and has been able
to develop its branches in several
other cities including Paris, London,
New York, Singapore, Hong Kong
and in Syria.

Photo: Opera Gallery director Ber-

trand Epaud at his office in Dubai in
an undated photo

IRAN’S GOLSHIRI JOINS GROUP ART
EXHIBIT IN BIRMINGHAM

Iranian artist Barbad Golshiri along with
a group of international artists is tak-
ing part in an exhibition called “Lan-
guage” currently underway in Vivid,
Birmingham. “Language” is an exhibi-
tion and events program that explores
the constructs of language and mean-
ing from far reaching cultural perspec-
tives. Artists taking part in the exhibit
include John Adams, Samuel Beckett,
William Burroughs, Barbad Golshiri,
Mona Hatoum, Gary Hill, Aura Satz,

Guy Sherwin, Margaret Tait, and Olivier
Zabat. Golshiri is an Iranian contempo-
rary artist, born in 1982 in Tehran. He
is the son of the deceased writer Hush-
ang Golshiri. He has studied painting
and works both as a media artist and
as a critic. The exhibition that opened
December 2 will run until December
18. VIVID is an art center providing a
resource for artists and curators in the
form of commissions, residencies, exhi-
bitions, publications, research, talks and
touring activities.
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‘Iran won’t discuss
N rights in Turkey’

A senior Iranian lawmaker

two-day multifaceted negoti-

has reiterated that Tehran
will not discuss its “inalien-
able” nuclear rights with the
P5+1 in the next round of
talks in Turkey.

“Iran is not supposed to ne-
gotiate its nuclear rights de-
fined under the NPT (Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty) with
the P5+1,” said Chairman of
the Parliamentary (Majlis)
Committee on National Secu-
rity and Foreign Policy Alae-
ddin Boroujerdi, Mehr news
agency reported Wednesday.

He said that, under the NPT,
Iran was entitled to use
peaceful nuclear technology,
adding that those countries
that seek to impede Iran’s
access to such technology, in
fact, violate the Article VI of
the treaty.

The Article VI of the NPT
states that nothing in the
treaty should be interpreted
as affecting the “inalienable
rights” of all the parties to
the treaty “to develop re-
search, production and use
of nuclear energy for peace-
ful purposes.”

Under this article, all parties
to the treaty are also obliged
to “cooperate” with other
countries in contributing to
the “further development of
the applications of nuclear
energy for peaceful purpos-
es.”

Boroujerdi reiterated that
the Iranian nuclear issue was
practically solved, adding
that the West needed to ad-
mit to Iran’s access to nuclear
know-how.

Iran and the P5+1 ended

ations in Geneva on Tuesday,
with both sides agreeing to
hold the next round of talks
in the Turkish city of Istanbul
in late January.

EU foreign policy chief Cath-
erin Ashton, who represents
the P5+1, described the ne-
gotiations as “detailed” and
“substantive.”

Ashton added that talks
would resume in Istanbul in
late January, when “we plan
to discuss practical ideas and
ways of cooperating towards
the resolution of our core
concerns about the nuclear
issue.”

This comes as Tehran made
it clear ahead of the Geneva
negotiations that the com-
prehensive talks with the
P5+1 would not include the
nuclear issue as the case had
been resolved.

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council
Saeed Jalili, who is Iran’s
chief negotiator at the mul-
tifaceted talks, told a press
conference following the ne-
gotiations on Tuesday that
Tehran is ready for global co-
operation in various areas.
He told reporters that the is-
sue of nuclear weapons is
a common concern of the
world and that those who
have nuclear arsenals have
violated the NPT.

Jalili, however, stressed that
Iran had only agreed to con-
tinue negotiations within the
framework of “cooperation
based on common points.”
He said any other claims
were contrary to the agree-
ment and of no value.

Kish to host 200 foreign
investors

Iran will hold an international symposium to be attended
by 200 foreign investors in its Persian Gulf island resort of
Kish from December 20 to 23.

The conference will consist of six specialized panels in-
cluding industry and mines, tourism, oil, gas and petro-
chemicals, water and agriculture, free and special eco-
nomic zones, city development and infrastructure, said
Behrouz Alishiri Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs and
Finance. The director of the Organization for Investment,
Economic and Technical Assistance of Iran (OIETAI) noted
that privatization in Iran followed a positive trend, and
added, the increase in the country’s bourse index shows
that the stock exchange can be considered as one of the
better choices for investment.

He expressed readiness to offer $100 billion worth of for-
eign investment projects during the conference

‘Iran-Turkey trade
hits $7.5b’

The volume of annual trade exchanges between Iran and
Turkey has reached $7.5 billion, indicating a growing trend in
Tehran-Ankara economic interactions, a Turkish official says.

The economic counselor of the Turkish embassy in Tehran
made the remarks at a meeting between Turkish Muslim
businessmen and Iranian traders in Iran’s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines (ICCIM) on Tuesday, Fars news
agency reported.

He went on to say that Turkey and Iran have planned to in-
crease their trade transactions to $30 billion by 2015.

Earlier in the day, ICCIM Chairman Mohammad Nahavandian
and Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges
(TOBB) President Rifat Hisarciklioglu signed an agreement
to increase trade cooperation between Iranian and Turkish
companies.

The two officials also agreed to organize an event to increase
competition among the companies of members of Islamic
Chambers of Commerce and Industry with the cooperation
of ICCIM and TOBB.

Nahavandian arrived in Turkey on Tuesday at the helm of a
delegation. During the three-day visit Iranian and Turkish of-
ficials will hold meetings to discuss the mutual economic rela-
tions, including the standardization of halal products, tourism
and banking.

Also on Tuesday, Iranian Ambassador to Turkey Bahman Hos-
seinpour said Tehran wants to increase trade via Turkish ports
and shift a large part of its trade from ports of the Persian
Gulf to Turkish ports on the Black Sea and Mediterranean.

The Iranian envoy made the remarks visiting Turkey’s Black
Sea coast as part of a fact-finding mission on the facilities
available at Turkish ports.

“We want to transfer a large portion of our trade from the
Persian Gulf... to Turkey,” the Turkish Anatolian news agency
quoted Hosseinpour as saying.

The envoy, who also visited Mersin on Turkey’s Mediterra-
nean coast and the Black Sea ports of Trabzon and Samsun,
said the officials of both countries have voiced support for
the plans.

In October 2009, Iranian First Vice President Mohammad
Reza Rahimi and Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan
agreed to increase the level of their annual trade exchanges
to $30 billion within the coming 4 to 5 years.

Iran and Turkey have very close trade and economic rela-
tions. Both countries are part of the Economic Cooperation
Organization. Turkey receives many Iranian tourists each
year.
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TEHRAN STRUGGLES UNDER
HEAVY AIR POLLUTION

“Low quality of vehicle fuel the main cause of air pol-
lution,” ran the headline of Ettelaat daily, one of many
newspapers pondering the reasons for the smog.

Oil Minister Massoud Mirkazemi denied the emergency
gasoline production was at fault and said Iran’s West-
ern foes were trying to spread rumours to further un-
dermine an economy they have tried to hit by sanc-
tions.

“This rumour of Tehran’s air pollution getting intensi-
fied due to the production and sale of non-standard
gasoline comes from beyond Iran’s borders,” Donya-ye
Egtesad daily quoted him as saying. "The West has
lost the sanction game to Iran and this false news is
the last episode of the unwise sanction scenario.”
Traders told Reuters that Iran, long an importer of
gasoline, had exported its first cargo in August, but
said it had a low research octane number (RON) of
75, dubbed “Iraq grade” as it meets the standards of
Iran’s war-torn neighbour but would not be allowed
for sale, for example, in Europe.

Mohammad Royanian, the official in charge of Iran’s
transport fuel management, said this was untrue. “Gas
heaters and water heaters are the main reason for the
increase in Tehran’s air pollution,” he told Donya-ye
Egtesad “Right now, the octane of gasoline produced
from petrochemicals is near 100.”

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has said
sanctions, imposed on Iran to pressure it to curb a
nuclear programme many countries fear is aimed at
developing atomic bombs, have had no impact on the

Iranian - British Artist Sara Shamsavari’s photographic
exhibition "Britain Retold" at City Hall ) 4

economy.
But he called on them to be lifted in order to make
talks with major world powers, which resumed this
week after more than a year, “fruitful”.

IRAN’S GOLSHIRI
JOINS GROUP ART EX-

HIBIT IN BIRMINGHAM

Iranian artist Barbad Golshiri
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Media have reported a scheme to dump water over has reiterated that Tehran will

the city from aircraft, something meteorologists say
will have no impact.

Iran’s meteorological office said rain forecast for next
week would help clear the pollution.
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