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Afghan Association Paiwand presents

Rumt Festiwal 2011

Saturday 15th January

The Arts Depot Trust
Finchley, Nether St, London N12 0GA
llam - 4pm and 6pm - 10pm

Rumi

I am neither a Moslem nor a Hindu

I am not Christian, Zoroastrian, nor Jew
I am neither of the West nor the East
Not of the ocean, nor an earthly beast

www.londonrumifestival.co.uk Soaria s EERNET

Information on: 020 8905 8770




Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing

020 8840 2015 T

hwmﬁ@fﬂi “ @' ;m_
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Private parties and outside catering available

143-145 Uxbridge Road aile B Juols gulal s 9,5 9 Sdin SleMbl 5l y Wl

Londpniwa J9ny 020 8840 2015

www.persianpalaceealing.co.uk
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Car Hire

P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS

Replacement Vehicle, Repair,
Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation

www.aacarsltd.co.uk =S OB Cga i MalS 0 4 T 9 5 (sl g A 68

Tel: 020 8903 5383 - Fax: 0845 388 5384 'YAVOPFAPFA dielin YV (yud g yu
Unit 28 Northfield Industrial Estate, Beresford Avenue, Wembley HAO INW
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/2 HALVE YOUR LEGAL
EXPENSES FROM NOW ON

JUST CALL AN APPROACHABLE BARRISTER

WHO CAN ADVISE YOU AND REPRESENT YOU

IN CASES BEFORE TRIBUNALS, AND ALL COURTS

WITH A WIDE RANGE OF EXPERIENCE FOR A FIXED FEE
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Ta’'zieh Performance

Ta'zieh is a traditional Persian theatrical genre in
which the drama is conveyed predominantly through
music and dramatic narration.

In Persian tradition, Ta’zieh (meaning condolence
theater) and Pardeh-khani (dramatic narration that
accompanies events depicted on painted curtains),
were inspired by religious and historical events, sym-
bolizing epic spirit and resistance.

The common theme is the heroic tales of resistance
against the evil, love and sacrifice, Asia Society re-
ported.

Roots

The plays devoted to the tragedy at Karbala, Iraq,
and its surrounding events form the core of the
Ta'zieh repertory. Although the massacre of Imam
Hussein (AS), the grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and his followers historically took place on
one day--the tenth of the lunar month of Muharram,
the battle is divided into many different episodes and
performed on separate days.

The only fixed day and play in the Muharram reper-
tory is the martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS) on the
tenth day or Ashura; others can be performed in var-
ying sequence. Imam Hussein’s (AS) death does not
always conclude the essential Ta'zieh repertory. Per-
formances may continue after Ashura to depict the
sorrowful destiny of the female members of Imam
Hussein’s (AS) family who were taken as captives to
Damascus.

New plays that depicted the sacrifices of Shiite mar-
tyrs before and after Karbala were added to the
Ta'zieh fold over time. Based on the Qur'an, nar-
rative, legends and current events, these produc-
tions provided an excuse to extend Ta'zieh dramas
throughout the year.

Even these non-Muharram plays, however, retain a
connection to the tragedy at Karbala through a dra-
matic device known as Goriz or digression. Within a
particular play, Goriz may be a direct verbal refer-
ence to Imam Hussein’s (AS) martyrdom or a brief

scene depicting an aspect of his tragedy, or both.

The number of Tazieh works is vast with new pro-
ductions and local variations of established dramas

constantly being added to the canon. The Cerulli
collection at the Vatican Library contains over 1,055
Ta'zieh manuscripts.

Differences

While in the West, the two major genres of dramas
have been comedy and tragedy, Ta’zieh seems to
be the dominant genre in Iran. Considered as Per-

sian opera, Ta'zieh resembles the European opera in
many respects.

Ta'zieh, as a religious epic theater, continues to be
performed in areas of the Middle East with large
Shiite populations in Iran, Irag, South Lebanon and
Bahrain. Processional forms of this drama are also
seen in India, Pakistan and even places far removed
from Asia where Shiite Muslim populations exist,
such as Jamaica. However, dramatic performances
of Ta'zieh originated in Iran.

Performances of Ta’zieh are given both by ‘profes-
sional’ troupes of players and by villagers in amateur
performances. Many small towns and villages have
erected special buildings Husseinieh specifically for

the performance of mourning ceremonies during the
month of Muharram.

It is most often in buildings that Ta'zieh is performed,
although an open-air playing space may also be con-
structed to accommodate large crowds, live animals
and dozens of players, some on horseback.
Whether the performers are amateurs or profession-
als hired for the occasion, the staging of Ta'zieh is a
community affair, with cooperative funds committed
for the purpose.

Performances may be long or short, but they often
take place all day, particularly on the ninth and tenth
days of the Islamic month of Muharram, called Tasua
and Ashura respectively, the latter being the day of
the martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS).

A noon meal may be provided for spectators and the
performance may be preceded or followed by com-
munal mourning ceremonies, consisting of proces-
sions, religious chanting and self-flagellation.

Often persons leave a bequest in their wills to con-
tribute financially to the annual support of these ritu-
als.

Theatrical Conventions

Participants and spectators do not view Ta'zieh as
theater, but rather as part of ritual mourning. Nev-
ertheless, Ta'zieh has many theatrical conventions.
The players do not, by convention, memorize their
roles (though many have memorized them through
years of repetition); rather, they read them from
strips of paper held in their hands called tumar.

It is important to note that ta’zieh scripts are rarely
intended for reading, but solely for performing. Each
part is written out on loose narrow sheets of paper
which the actor can hold in the palm of his hand.
The theatrical context of the script, in conjunction
with setting, costumes, action, and musical and ver-
bal elements, provides a standard for judging its
value.

The parts are not welded together in a common
script, but are maintained as separate scripts with
cue lines for each role, akin to ‘sides’ used in western
theater.

The ‘good’ characters, on the side of Imam Hussein
(AS), chant their lines in classical Persian musical
modes, and wear the color green.

The ‘bad’ characters declaim their lines in stentorian
tones and wear the color red. Women’s roles are
taken by men, who wear black, and veil their faces.
The performances offer a number of roles for chil-
dren, played by young boys, who are also dressed in
black, but are unveiled, whether they portray male
or female characters.

Several forms of staging exist, but most observe the
convention of having one area for the camp of Imam
Hussein (AS), and another area in the same open
playing space for the camp of the enemies.

A third space may represent Damascus, the seat of
the Umayyid caliph, Yazid, who ordered the death
of the martyrs. A fourth area usually contains props.
When characters are not performing, they often do
not leave the playing area, but merely retire to their
playing space, drink tea and converse. When moving
in the playing area, spaces traversed in circles or arcs
represent long distances and straight lines are short
distances.

Taizieh is one of the most highly developed and pow-
erful examples of passion play of Shiite Muslims. The
influence of this religious epic performance is deeply
felt in the modern theatrical tradition of the Middle
East.
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“Standard-Bearer of
Truth” unveiled at
Farshchian Museum

the ceremony.

“Works by master Farshchian are spir-
itual resources of our country,” Hosseini
said after unveiling the painting at the
museum, which is located in the Sad-
abad Cultural Historical Complex.

“The Standard-Bearer of Truth”, the
latest painting by master Persian min-
iaturist Mahmud Farshchian, was un-
veiled during a ceremony at the Farsh-
chian Museum in Tehran on Sunday.

“The Standard-Bearer of Truth” depicts
the brother of Imam Hussein (AS),
Hazrat Abbas (AS), who was the stand-
ard-bearer of the Imam’s group during
the Ashura event.

Hazrat Abbas (AS) was martyred on
Tasu'a, the ninth day of Muharram, just
one day before Ashura, the day that
Imam Hussein (AS) and his compan-
ions were martyred.

Minister of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Mohammad Hosseini and a num-
ber of other cultural officials attended

“When I look at this work, it is like see-
ing master Farshchian himself. He has
shown his love of the Prophet’s House-
hold (AS) in this painting,” he added.

Farshchian previously painted “Evening
of Ashura” and “Ali-Asghar (AS)” with
Ashura as the central theme.

“The Standard-Bearer of Truth” will be
transferred to Mashhad to be put on
permanent display at the Astan-e Qods
Razavi Museum and Library in the near
future.

Photo: "The Standard-Bearer of Truth”,
depicting Hazrat Abbas (AS), the broth-
er of Imam Hussein (AS), is currently
on display at the Farshchian

Composer Farhat to record
Ferdowsi Symphony in Ukraine

The prolific Iranian composer Shahin
Farhat is scheduled to record his recent
work, the Ferdowsi Symphony, in the
Ukraine next month.

Composing the piece is finished now
and the music center of Tehran’s Bu-
reau has given us full support to dis-
tribute it in Iran after the project is
completed in the Ukraine, Farhat told

the Persian service of Fars on Sunday.

“The Ferdowsi Symphony contains
four movements adapted from Shah-
nameh. It features the major charac-
ters of Shahnameh and their charged
emotions. Rustam is described with his
sense of prominence and Siavash with
pride, for example.”

He added that the characters in Shah-
nameh come from a fantasy world and
that he has made use of melodic music
in depicting this fantasy.

Born in 1947 in Tehran, Shahin Farhat
is an Iranian composer and is currently
professor of music and head of the de-
partment of music at the University of
Tehran.

Farhat has composed over eighty
works including the symphonies “Irani-
an Lady”, “Damavand”, “Persian Gulf”,
“Muhammad (S)”, “Martyrs” and “Iran”.

Photo: A statue of Ferdowsi at Ferdow-
si Square in Tehran

‘Turkey attempting to claim Per-
sian calligraphy styles as its own’

Isfahan Art Bureau director Mehdi
Seyyednia is convinced that Turkey
is making attempts to claim Persian
calligraphy styles its own.

Turkey has been holding different
seminars and festivals on calligra-

phy over the past years, inviting
world calligraphers to introduce
Persian calligraphy styles as its own,
he said.

Speaking at a press conference on
the national festival on Seerah Na-
bawiya calligraphy to be held in Is-
fahan, he added that the Art Bureau
needs to investigate calligraphy fur-

ther. “We would prefer to increase
our support of the art of calligra-
phy,” the Persian service of ISNA
reported on Monday.

Seerah Nabawiya is the manner,
conduct, appearance and behavior
of Prophet Muhammad (S) in the
context of his life and the time and
place of the people to whom he
was sent.

Seyyednia lamented the fact that
Isfahan lacks a proper facility to
acquire and preserve great cal-
ligraphy masterpieces including
works by deceased master Nas-
rollah Moin Isfahani known as
Moinolketab (1936-2009).

The bureau is making its best ef-
forts to preserve his works and
to prevent them from leaving the
country, he stated.

Seyyednia urged Iranian calligra-
phers and officials to try to pre-
serve the cultural identity of their
country.

Moinolketab was a prominent cal-
ligrapher from Isfahan basically
known for his beautiful nastaliq
style of calligraphy. Among his
masterpieces are the inscriptions
on one of the entrance doors of
the Imam Reza (AS) Holy Shrine
in Mashhad, and the calligraphy
on Rudaki’s gravestone in Panjrud
near Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

The festival on Seerah Nabawiya
due to be held in February in Isfa-
han will feature different calligraphy
styles and will display a collection of
works as well.

Photo: A nastaliq calligraphy by Ira-
nian artist Mir-Emad (1554-1615)

Persian Art Show In Germany

The Brigitte Schenk Gallery has
mounted an exhibition of works by a
group of contemporary Iranian artists
in the German city of Cologne.

Organized by German-based Iranian
artist Shahram Karimi, ‘Iranian Today’
will run until January 20, 2011, show-
casing works by eight artists as well
as Karimi himself, Mehr News Agency
reported.

Afsoun Asgari, Kourosh Asgari, Ala
Dehgan, Zahra Hassanabadi, Amir He-
dayat, Shohreh Mehran, Masoud Sad-
edin and Vahid Sharifian are among
artists whose works have been shown
in the event.

Visitors can also see video paintings

by Karimi. The 53-year-old artist will
also deliver a speech on ‘Global Art
and Cultural Identity’ at the Kolnis-
ches Stadtmuseum (Cologne City Mu-
seum) on December12, 2010.

Recent works by Karimi have been
published in a book and offered for
sale during the exhibition.

Born in Iran, Karimi, 53, grew up in
the historical city of Shiraz.

As a heuristic artist, he has dabbled
in painting, video art and installations,
and held exhibitions in Iran, Switzer-
land, the US, Turkey and Germany
among many other countries.

Karimi won the first prize of Germa-
ny’s Art Price Rheign Sieg in 1997
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Obama

denounces

Chabahar

terror bombings, stands with Iran,
which blames the U.S. anyway

Iran today did not exactly wel-
come President Obama’s em-
phatic expression of sympathy
for and denunciation of a deadly
terrorist bombing in the south-
ern city of Chabahar.

Initial news reports were con-
fused, but apparently two
suicide bombers ignited them-
selves in a downtown religious
procession, killing a reported 39
and wounding scores more.

Obama (full text below) called
the bombings “disgraceful and
cowardly,” and added: “The
United States condemns all
acts of terrorism wherever they
occur.”The Jundallah insurgent
group, which says the country’s
majority Shiite Muslims perse-
cute the minority Sunni Mus-
lims, claimed responsibility for
the attacks online and released
photos of the purported killers
wearing explosives.

The group said the civilian
deaths were in retaliation for
the government’s execution last
summer of Jundallah’s leader,
Abdulmalak Rigi.

Iran’s Interior Ministry, however,
immediately blamed foreign
governments, mainly the Unit-
ed States. Its statement said:
“The equipment and logistical
support of the terrorists indi-
cate that these elements were
backed by advanced intelligence
services of the region and the
United States.”

Fulfilling a controversial cam-
paign promise, Obama has

made numerous unrequited
gestures toward the Islamic Re-
public, promising respect for the
Persian culture and traditions
and an open dialogue.

The Democrat’s gestures have
been rejected or mocked as
Iran has continued its independ-
ent program to develop nuclear
weapons and missiles, as well
as aiding insurgent forces fight-
ing American troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Scroll down for Obama’s brief
full statement.

-- Andrew Malcolm

Statement by the President on
the attack in Chabahar, Iran,

as provided by the White House
I strongly condemn the out-
rageous terrorist attack on a
mosque in Chabahar, Iran.

The murder of innocent civilians
in their place of worship dur-
ing Ashura is a despicable of-
fense, and those who carried it
out must be held accountable.
This is a disgraceful and cow-
ardly act.This and other similar
acts of terrorism recognize no
religious, political, or national
boundaries. The United States
condemns all acts of terrorism
wherever they occur.

The United States stands with
the families and loved ones of
those killed and injured, and
with the Iranian people, in the
face of this injustice.

Together, the people of the
world must condemn and op-
pose all forms of terrorism and
support the universal right of
human beings to live free from
fear and senseless violence.
HHHH

Click here for Twitter alerts of
each new Ticket item. Or follow
us @latimestot. Our Facebook
Like page is over here. We're
also available here on Kindle
now. Feel free to share this item
with friends and family with the
ReTweet buttons below.

Source : Los Angeles Times

Salehi appointed
acting foreign minister

In a decree issued on Monday, Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad dismissed Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki
from his post and appointed Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran Director Ali Akbar Salehi as the acting foreign minister.

Salehi, who is also currently one of the country’s vice presi-
dents, formerly served as Iran’s permanent ambassador to
the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Ahmadinejad gave no explanation for the decision.

Following is the text of the decree:

“Given your commitment, knowledge, and precious experi-
ences, and according to Article 135 of the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, by this decree you shall be ap-
pointed as the foreign minister.

It is hoped that, with the grace of God, you will be able to
carry out your responsibilities.”

In addition, in a letter to Mottaki, Ahmadinejad expressed
appreciation for his efforts and services during his term in
office.

Mottaki served as the foreign minister from 2005 to 2010.
He also served as a member of parliament in the first Mailis,
as the director of the seventh political bureau of the Foreign
Ministry (1984), Iran’s ambassador to Turkey (1985), the
Foreign Ministry’s secretary general for Western European
affairs (1989), deputy foreign minister for international af-
fairs (1989), and deputy foreign minister for legal, consular
and parliamentary affairs (1992). He has also been Iran’s
ambassador to Japan (1994), an advisor to the foreign min-
ister (1999), the deputy director of the Islamic Culture and
Communications Organization (2001), and the chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee of the National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee of the seventh Majlis.

Continued from Page 1

Meir Dagan, chief of Israel’s spy agency Mossad, urged the Amer-
icans to topple the mullahs in Tehran in an August 2007 meeting
with then U.S. undersecretary of state Nicolas Burns. Ethnic strife
was one Iranian “weak spot” Dagan identified.

“Dagan said that more should be done to foment regime change in
Iran, possibly with the support of student democracy movements,
and ethnic groups (e.g., Azeris, Kurds, Baluchs) opposed to the rul-
ing regime,” the cable filed by the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv reads.
Encouraging ethnic unrest was part of a strategy based on “five
pillars” to try and halt Iran’s menacing nuclear program, which

included sanctions and diplomatic pressure at the UN.

However, Israel’s chief strategist “urged more attention on regime
change, asserting that more could be done to develop the identi-
ties of ethnic minorities in Iran. He said he was sure that Israel and
the U.S. could “change the ruling regime in Iran, and its attitude
towards backing terror regimes.”

However, Javedanfar thinks it is unlikely that the Mossad is behind
the terror attack in Iran’s largest and poorest province.

"Only someone with a good working relationship with Pakistan
could pull something like this off in Baluchistan. It may even have
been the Pakistanis themselves. They are playing a double game
with Teheran just as with the U.S.,” says the Iran expert.
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Two suicide bombers blew themselves up near a
mosque in southeastern Iran on Wednesday, killing at
least 39 people and injuring more than 50 people at a
Shiite mourning ceremony.

Among the dead in the blasts near the Imam Husayn
mosque in Chabahar was a newborn baby.

Authorities almost immediately blamed “the West” and
a “Zionist cabal” for the double bombings that threat-
en to dangerously heighten the tensions between reli-
gious groups in Iran.

The deadly attack struck at Shiites, the ethnic group
ruling Iran, on Ashoura, one of the Shiites’ holiest re-
ligious festivals.

A Sunni terror group, the Baloushi separatist “Jundal-
lah” (soldiers of God) reportedly claimed responsibil-
ity for the deadliest bombings in Iran’s recent history.
Since its founding in 2003, Jundallah has perpetrated
several terror attacks and daring kidnappings of Ira-
nian officials. Its last major attack, killing 27 people,
occurred in the same Iranian province in July this year.

The Sunni planners timed their attack to coincide with
Ashoura, a festival commemorating the death of Imam
Husayn in the epic battle of Kerbala. This battle split
the Muslim community into two hostile camps. Shiites
view Husayn, the grandson of the Prophet Muham-
mad, and his offspring as his only rightful heirs. Sun-
nis, who form the majority of Muslims worldwide, back
Husayn’s adversaries in that fateful battle and view
Shiites as heretics.

At least 10 per cent of Iranians are Sunnis, who com-
plain of daunting discrimination.

“They cannot get a job in the state system,” said Meir
Javedanfar, an expert on Iran living in Israel.

Iranian state media instinctively blamed Western intel-
ligence agencies and a “Zionist cabal” for the attacks,
and documents published by WikiLeaks may suggest
why. Page 3

Composer Farhat to record erdowsi

Symphony in Ukraine r-

‘Turkey attempting to
claim Persian calligra-
phy styles as its own’
Isfahan Art Bureau director
Mehdi Seyyednia is convinced
that Turkey is making attempts
to claim Persian calligraphy
styles its own.

Turkey has been holding differ-
ent seminars and festivals on
calligra. Page 4

Persian Art Show In
Germany

The Brigitte Schenk Gallery

has mounted an exhibition of
works by a group of contempo-
rary Iranian artists in the Ger-
man city of Cologne. Organized
by German-based Iranian artist
Shahram Karimi, page 4

“Standard-Bearer of
Truth” unveiled at
Farshchian Museum

“The Standard-Bearer of Truth”,
the latest painting by master
Persian miniaturist Mahmud
Farshchian, was unveiled dur-
ing a ceremony at the Farsh-
chian Museum in Tehran on
Sunday. ... Page 4
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