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Tel: 0844 272 1546

Fax: 0844 272 1547 - Email: enquries@parsa-uk.co.uk

www.parsa-uk.co.uk

Parsa Recovery Services
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Commercial Debt Recovery
Repossession Orders
CC]J Enforcement Services
Tracing Companies and Individuals
Credit Vetting
Private Client Recovery

Venture House, Silver Court
Watchmead, Welwyn Garden City
Herts, AL7 115




Persian Cuisine

A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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020 8840 2015 T
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Private parties and outside catering available
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London W13 9AU 020 8840 2015

www.persianpalaceealing.co.uk
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/2 HALVE YOUR LEGAL
EXPENSES FROM NOW ON

JUST CALL AN APPROACHABLE BARRISTER
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UNIFIED MANAGEMENT PLAN
FOR HAMOUN WETLAND

The condition of Hamoun Wetland is worsening by
the day, as officials are compiling a unified manage-
ment plan for removing its problems.

Announcing the above, Director General of Sistan-
Baluchestan’s Department of Environment Touraj

Lo "

< i ‘h |

- ey

Hemmati said on Monday climatic changes and in-
creasing deforestation in the province should be
taken seriously.

“Department of Environment (DoE), as a coordina-
tor, paves the way for resolution of environmental
problems and this requires a managerial unity at the
regional level,” Hemmati was quoted as saying by
Mehr News Agency.

He recalled that management of a wetland plays a
key role in regulating environmental woes.

Referring to ongoing efforts for reviving Hamoun
Wetland, he said, “We are compiling a unified man-
agement plan for removing Hamoun Wetland’s prob-
lems. In the near future, we will implement the plan
for the comprehensive and strategic management of
this wetland.”

He added that the plan is being implemented by the
provincial environmental department.

“Our meetings can help forge convergence in line
with the common goals of related organizations and
enhance related interactions,” he said.

Significance
Climatic changes in Sistan-Baluchestan province are

a serious issue. The impact of these changes and
other environmental problems should be surveyed
and tackled by all provincial officials. This calls for an
indigenous-regional paradigm.

In the past 10 years, the province has faced tough

conditions and perhaps tougher times are ahead.

In order to overcome the present water shortage,
systematic plans are required to safeguard Hamoun
Wetland. Unfortunately, studies have not been con-
ducted to devise these plans and there exists a big
vacuum in this regard.

For five millennia, under the banners of nearly a
dozen empires, through the preaching of countless
religions and amid the technological marvels of the
modern age, Hamoun Wetland remained a major
source of food and shelter for the people of Central
Asia.

Located on the border of present-day Afghanistan and
Iran, and fed by Helmand River, the 2,000-square-
kilometer (800-square-mile) wetland formed a true
oasis in the middle of hundreds of kilometers of arid
plains.

The wetland provided those around them with an
abundant source of fish, game and water for farm-
ing. Its dense marshes and clear lakes supported all
manner of wildlife from carp to otter to leopard. Its
location far from any other substantial body of fresh
water made it an ideal stop for migrating birds trave-
ling south to the Indian Ocean.

Challenges

In the past five years, however, the once fertile wet-
land has deteriorated rapidly.

Due to the remoteness of and conflicts surrounding
Hamoun, scientists of the last century did not have
the opportunity to closely monitor the wetland.

For the past 5,000 years, people have for the most
part lived in harmony with the wetland and their
wildlife. An entire culture and way of life formed
around Hamoun.

People living in its vicinity fashioned long reed boats

to navigate the shallow waters and erected squat,
red clay houses to withstand the heat of the desert.
Their livelihood was based almost entirely on hunt-
ing, fishing and farming.

Not more than five years ago, the annual fish catch in
the region topped 5,000 kilograms (12,000 pounds).
Cattle, goat and sheep breeders tended over one
million domesticated animals in the region.

Farmers cultivated a wide range of fruits and vegeta-
bles around Hamoun, including wheat, barley, millet,
cotton, sugarcane, grapes and melons.

Earlier, Hamoun Lake annually hosted about 400,000
migratory birds, but today there are no traces of
these birds.

Furthermore, hundreds of fish species in the area
have perished.

Many factors are responsible for the drying up of
this beautiful wetland, including Afghanistan’s dam
construction activities that have prevented Hirmand
River water from pouring into Hamoun Wetland,
drought in the past few years and the increasing
level of sediments.

The river is fed by Baba Yaghma Mountains and Hin-
du Kush Range in Afghanistan.
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Offscreen an-
nouncer Baghi
dies at 60

His voice was used for dubbing the
starring roles in blockbuster hits such
as "“Ben-Hur” (1959), an epic film di-
rected by William Wyler, and “Sparta-
cus” (1960) by Stanley Kubrick. In ad-
dition, his voice was also used regularly
in animations and in advertisements,

The outstanding Iranian offscreen an-
nouncer Mohammad-Hossein Baghi
died of brain damage on Monday. He
was 60.

Baghi was known to the younger gen-
eration by his voice, which vocalized
major characters in the TV series “Se-
cret Army” created by Gerard Glaister
and “The Old Fox” (original German
title “Der Alte").

Born in 1940, Baghi was a graduate in
translation and began his career as a
dubber in 1969, but the next year he
shifted his focus to TV commercials.
Since then, his voice has almost always
been the one heard in most teaser ads,
the Persian service of MNA reported.

for example, it was used in an ad for
a watch.

He was so talented that he was able
dub the voice of several characters in a
movie at the same time.

Baghi pursued his career with intensity
and took the reactions of audiences se-
riously.

He believed that a dubber needed to
experience the real situation where the
film or the product was produced. "I
had to announce a product that prob-
ably had taken from 3 to 7 years of
work to be produced. That was a huge
responsibility,” he had once said.

Photo: Hossein Baghi in an undated
photo

31-year-old

musician

replaces

73-year-old conductor in Iran’s

National Orchestra

Thirty-one-year-old musician Bardia
Kiaras has succeeded veteran musician
Farhad Fakhreddini as Iran’s National
Orchestra conductor.

The appointment was announced
by the National Orchestra’s Techni-
cal Council director Ali Torabi during a
press conference on Sunday.

Sevety-three-year-old former conduc-
tor Fakhreddini, who had established
the orchestra in 1998, resigned on July
13, 2009, following the Music Office’s
decision to entrust the management
of the orchestra to the Rudaki Founda-
tion.

The decision was made after Fakhred-
dini refused to perform concerts sched-
uled for Tehran’s Vahdat Hall from June
18 to 20, 2009, when the result of the
June 12 presidential election provoked
protests in the city.

Fakhreddini had said that the situation
was ‘incongruous for listening to music
and performing concert’ in his reason
for cancellation of the concerts.

The National Orchestra made its debut
concert along with world-renowned
Iranian vocalist Mohammadreza Sha-
jarian in 1998 as Fakhreddini led it in
reminiscent works composed by Ali Ta-
jvidi.

Fakhreddini led the orchestra in many
concerts, which were warmly wel-
comed. He has also composed sound-
tracks for “Mrs. Ahu’s Husband”, “Night
Nurse”, and several other films. He
has also composed music for TV series
“Sarbedaran”, “Avicenna”, “*Once Upon
a Time”, “Imam Ali (AS)” and "“British
Bag” and several other serials.

The new National Orchestra conduc-
tor Bardia Kiaras has previously led the
Iranian Chamber Orchestra in Decem-
ber 2009 in its debut concert series en-
titled the Zero Degree Turn.

The National Orchestra is to resume
rehearsals beginning December 22 af-
ter a hiatus of over one-year with new
musicians in the orchestra, Kiaras said
in the press conference.

‘Cinema will develop if it arises
from everyday life of people’

Davudnejad,
whose grandmother won an award
at the Dubai festival this year, be-
lieves cinema will grow and develop
if it arises from within the heart of
the everyday lives of people.

Filmmaker Alireza

Kobra Hassanzadeh Esfahani
grabbed the best actress award in
the Asia Africa section of 7th Dubai
International Film Festival for her
role in “Salve” by Davudnejad on
Sunday.

“When a filmmaker knows his actor
well, he can get the best acting out
of him in his role in the production,”
Davudnejad told the Persian service
of Fars.

“Iranian cinema finds its way into
people’s hearts when the daily lives
of Iranians are depicted in films. Lo-
cal cinema will be promoted when
local people, their lives and relations
are featured, and where an snap-
shot of daily life goes on screen,” he
opined.

He said that making use of real-
life local individuals and focusing
on their issues lends credibility to a
film.

Davudnejad also explained his opin-
ions on the procedures to boost
credibility of Iranian cinema and
said, “We need to either hold work-
shops where new talents can be
trained for acting and learn how to
represent real characters in the so-
ciety, or make use of the individuals
around us to make our films real-
istic.

“I personally use members of my
family or relatives in my films be-
cause I know them better than
anybody else. It is essential for a
filmmaker to know his actors. When
you know your actor, you can easily
create the role you want.

“My mother won an award several
years ago. My son was also nomi-
nated as the best actor,” he said.

“The Rival Wife”, “The Octopus” and
“Meeting with Parrot” are among his
credits.

Photo: Kobra Hassanzadeh (R) and
Tannaz Tabatabaii in a scene from
“Salve” by director Alireza Davud-
nejad

Akbar Abdi to stage “Iranian Su-
per Grocer” in Tehran

The renowned Iranian actor and co-
median Akbar Abdi will stage “Iranian
Super Grocer” from late January for
one year. “I intended to stage the play
in one of the private halls in Tehran.
I have conducted negotiations with
some officials for staging the play and
it should be performed in the near fu-
ture,” he told the Persian service of
MNA. He went on to say that Tehran’s
City Theaters are booked almost solid
for the next two years and available
schedule openings would only allow
30 or 40 performances, which is not

sufficient for his play.

“Iranian Super Grocer” narrates the
story of a family that emigrates from
Iran and faces numerous challenges
at their destination. Four actors who
play the roles of family members
perform live and four characters are
screened in the form of video clips”,
he said.

He previously stated that he played
seven or eight characters simultane-
ously in the play.

Abdi’'s directorial debut “Mr. Akbar,
the Theater Actor” went on stage at
Tehran’s Sangelaj Hall in 2006.
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Powerful quake hits
southeast Iran

An earthquake measuring 6.5
on the Richter scale struck the
mountainous Fahraj area in

40 percent of houses in the re-
gion have been severely dam-
aged.

the southeastern province of
Kerman on Monday night, kill-
ing four and injuring thirty six.
The quake happened at 22:12
p.m. local time.

Tehran University’s Institute of
Geophysics reported that the
epicenter of the quake was 20
kilometers far from Hossein-
abad village in Fahraj city.

Fahraj is located 300 kilom-
eters away from the capital
city of Kerman, near the city
of Bam.

The massive quake happened
in sparsely populated areas
otherwise it could cause a
tragedy.

The earthquake was so sever
that it also shook some parts
of Sistan-Balouchestan, Ker-
man, Yazd, South Khorasan
and Hormozgan provinces.

Many aftershocks followed the
earthquake, the strongest one
measured 5 on the Richter
scale.

The director of the Iran’s Red
Crescent said that it is difficult
to deliver humanitarian aid to
some villages even with heli-
copters because they are lo-
cated in mountainous areas.

--Providing shelter is essential

A local governor said provid-
ing relief aid to quake-stricken
people in the cold of winter is
essential.

The power has been cut in

some villages in mountainous
areas.

---40 percent of houses dam-
aged
It has been reported that over

A local official said about
1,150 residential houses has
been demolished 20 to 60 per-
cent. However, another local
official said 1800 houses have
been demolished from 20 to
100 percent.

Pictures taken from the region
shows some mud houses have
been leveled to the ground.
People are now living in tents.

manitarian aid

Turkish Red Crescent has
dispatched two trucks carry-
ing humanitarian aid. Tents,
gas-burning stoves, blankets
and other basic supplies were
among the goods sent by Tur-
key.

Turkish Red Crescent, in a
statement, said it is ready to
send more humanitarian aid to
Kerman province.

Many areas in Iran are located
on seismic fault lines and Iran
is frequently hit by powerful
earthquakes.

In 2003, a 6.6 magnitude
quake flattened the south-
eastern city of Bam in Ker-
man Province, leaving about
30,000 people dead.

The deadliest earthquake of
the country, measured 7.7 on
the Richter scale, struck the
northwestern provinces of Gi-
lan and Zanjan in 1990, killing
about 37,000 people

Iran to increase nuclear
fuel production: MP

Iran will increase the capacity to produce nuclear fuel in
order to meet its needs, MP Ismail Kowsari said on Sun-
day.

“Iran will increase nuclear fuel and will meet its needs,”
Kowsari told the Mehr News Agency.

He also said Tehran has already announced its position to-
ward talks with the negotiating partners (five permanent
members of the Security Council and Germany).

Kousari also said Iran cannot accept a framework for talks
devised only by the West, he stated.

Iran and the 5+1 group are set to meet early next month.
The MP went on to say that the Islamic Republic has nev-
er rejected the idea of nuclear fuel swap but the West has
always acted in a way that led to the postponement of
talks over nuclear fuel exchange

Iran is designing missile system
similar to Russian S-300:
minister

Iran is currently designing a missile system which resem-
bles to the Russian S-300 missile system, Defense Minis-
ter Ahmad Vahidi announced on Sunday.

He said the process of designing and manufacturing the
system would take a while but the Islamic Republic can
now defend itself without it, Vahidi told the Mehr News
Agency.

He also said Tehran will sue Moscow for breaking the deal
to deliver S-300 missile system to Iran.

Russia’s president has signed a decree banning supplies
of S-300 missiles and other arms to Iran.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Vahidi said Iran is currently
manufacturing ‘Iran 140’ passenger airplanes and it also
plans to design and manufacture other types of passenger
planes.

He also said Iran is manufacturing new satellites, some of
which will be launched into space soon
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Iranian cinema
shines at Dubai
festival

Iranian director Mohsen Abdolvahab and actress Kobra Has-
sanzadeh Esfahani won two awards at the 7th Dubai Film
Festival this year.

Abdolvahab grabbed the Muhr Asia Africa Feature Best
Screenplay award for “Please Do Not Disturb” at the gala and
the best actress award in the Asia Africa section went to Has-
sanzadeh for her role in “Salve” by Alireza Davudnejad.

The festival, which ran from December 12 to 19, played host
to 157 films from 57 countries competing in different sec-
tions.

A special mention was presented to the documentary “Amin”
by Shahin Parhami in the Asia-Africa Documentary section.
The movie is a coproduction by Iran, Canada, and South Ko-
rea.

“The House under the Water” by Sepideh Farsi (a joint pro-
duction of Iran, Morocco, Netherlands, Germany and France)
was another Iranian entry.

The Cinema of the Asia Africa section of the festival also
screened the joint Iranian and French production
“The Hunter” by Rafi Pitts.

“Stray Bullet” by Lebanese director Georges Ha-
chem won first prize at the festival.

Jordanian director Mohammed al-Hushki’s film
“Transit Cities” won the Special Jury Prize.

The festival’s Lifetime Achievement Award went to Malian di-
rector Souleymane Cisse.

Photo: Mohsen Abdolvahab holds the Muhr Asia Africa Fea-
ture Best Screenplay award he received for “Please Do Not
Disturb” during the closing ceremony of the 7th Annual Dubai
International Film Festival at the Madinat Jumeriah Complex
on December 19, 2010 in Dubai.

Powerful quake hits southeast Iran

An earthquake measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale struck the mountainous Fahraj area in
the southeastern province of Kerman on Monday night, killing four and injuring thirty six.
The quake happened at 22:12 p.m. local time.

Tehran University’s Institute of Geophysics reported that the epicenter of the quake was 20
kilometers far from Hosseinabad village in Fahraj city. Page 3
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