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Afghan Association Paiwand presents

7@,{/1741" Festival 2071

Saturday 15th January

The Arts Depot Trust

Finchley, Nether St, London N12 0GA

Rumi

[ am neither a Moslem nor a Hindu

[ am not Christian, Zoroastrian, nor Jew
[ am neither of the West nor the East
Not of the ocean, nor an earthly beast

www.londonrumifestival.co.uk

Information on: 020 8905 8770
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Tel: 020 7221 5763
Mobile: 07961 447116
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Ladbroke Groves (Hammersmith & City Line
and Circle Line)Persian Care Centre is a
registered charity in England (No. 1104739)
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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody

Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant

Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims

Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax
Head Office:

Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381

Introducing new office in Mill Hill:
Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane
Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

DX 38863 Swiss Cottage

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105 lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380
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essional Make Up Avitist

SPECIALISING IN:

Bridal make up including

a trial session

PArties and special occasions

For parties, bells, interviews or maybe
just a night out

ul Raa Todor s 0 71886 999714

email: rahas_makeup@hotmail,com www.rahasmakeup.co.uk

Raha’s Make Up

Asian Bridal and other
Special occasions Make Up

Arabic & other Middle
Eastern Make Up




IVAL

&) :.
fival of Arts Presents ‘ > > 4 ” ‘ > I’
o% S

Address: Cadogan Hall, London
2 SW1X 9DQ
Box Office: 020 7730 4500
www.CadogenHall.com
Tickets: £50, £30, £20
Time: 19:30




SUIFis Night

Saturday 22nd January, 2 011

Shahrokh Meshkin Ghalam, Dance
Karine Gonzales, Dance

Hossein Zahavi, Daf/ Perkashen

Yusuf Mahmud, Vocal / Tabla

Pouria Akhavas, Vocal / Gheychik / Alto
Arman Sigarchi, Oud / Setar
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Car Hire

P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS

Replacement Vehicle, Repair,
Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation

www.aacarsltd.co.uk =S OB Cga i MalS 0 4 T 9 5 (sl g A 68

Tel: 020 8903 5383 - Fax: 0845 388 5384 'YAVOPFAPFA dielin YV (yud g yu
Unit 28 Northfield Industrial Estate, Beresford Avenue, Wembley HAO INW

03359 535 L Accident Claim suias 9 5 34 (Jlsas
il o p23c lasb &3 ilasi aliloslel aypxils g

Fafl wola g 5d 8 Ciilal LT @2

) 8d g0 S pe las ioleal aBga ;3 S 42
A5 LSS ah Lask 4y 23l 55 ga L

Sl Sl a Sga g s Silal Ll &
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dags 3115 ded S ledd ) Al g3 S LT 2
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S by 2008 I8 318 30 B Gl g el g g B 2
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Tel: 020 8903 5383 - Fax: 0845 388 5384 'YAVOFFAFFA aheliu YF g pu

Unit 28 Northfield Industrial Estate, Beresford Avenue, Wembley HAOQ INW
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PRESERVING

ISFAHAN'S

Isfahan is one of the most ancient cities of Iran with
many monuments dating back to the Safavid era.
Hence, making the city’s urban texture conform to
its historical ambiance is vital.

Nagsh-e Jahan Square, built during this era, is one of
the historical places that attracts many visitors from
around the world annually, Mehr News Agency re-
ported.

Le Foa, a famous French tourist, who visited the
square in 1877, has written in his travelogue about
the square.

“Nagsh-e Jahan Square is the most splendid, beauti-
ful and attractive historical site in the world. It is
absolutely clear to me that there is no monument in
the world compatible with Nagsh-e Jahan Square. It
is not something I only believe in but all architects
and engineers also agree with me,” he has written in
parts of his travelogue about Iran.

Italian traveler and adventurer, Peter de la Valle, also
wrote in his travelogue that Navona Square in Rome
is taller and older than Nagsh-e Jahan, but I dare say
that I prefer Nageh-e Jahan Square.

“Beautiful buildings with large doors have surround-
ed the square. Shops are situated around the square,
all of them arranged in rows and enjoy unique deco-
rations, which attract every visitor’s eyes,” he said.

Concerns

While the historical textures are among the assets
of every country and must be preserved, new con-
structions in the vicinity of Iran’s historical sites are
causing concern.

Isfahan is not an exception, as modern buildings
have mushroomed near its ancient sites. Such build-
ings ruin the historical texture of ancient cities and
disappoint tourists.

Signs and tableaus installed by shopkeepers are not
in accordance with the historical ambiance of the
square.

Amir Rajaei Baghsorkhi, a communications expert,
said urban texture is one of the most important
branches of architecture in universities, which is di-
rectly linked with people’s lives.

“Reorganizing the urban texture of Isfahan, as an
ancient city with the legacy of Islamic-Iranian archi-
tecture, is vital,” he said.

The harmonious adjustment of modern construc-
tions, billboards and urban texture with the ancient
texture of the city is necessary and related programs
must be devised by the municipality.

Rajaei said experts in tourism and cultural heritage
affairs should cooperate in devising these programs.
“Cities like Isfahan, Naeen and Yazd that enjoy high
numbers of historical sites must be paid more atten-
tion,” he said.

Rajaei, who is university professor, said that the in-
digenous culture and costumes of each historical city
must be taken into consideration while planning new
constructions for them.

He said Isfahan is divided into two sections, of which
one is dominated by modern constructions.

“The expansion of historical cities to create modern
buildings without harming ancient ones is a good
idea,” he said, stressing that the historical ambiance
of the city must be preserved.

IDENTITY

“Modern constructions must reflect the historical
identity of the city,” he said.

Rajaei noted that Nagsh-e Jahan Square belongs to
all the people of the world because it has been reg-
istered on the World Heritage List.

Eyesores

Pointing to the use of flashy colors and neon signs by
shopkeepers in Nagsh-e Jahan Square, Rajaei said
visitors do not expect to see such eyesores at an
ancient site like Nagsh-e Jahan.

“Colors and signs used by shopkeepers do not com-
ply with the beautiful tileworks of the city’s monu-
ments at all,” he said.

He suggested that shopkeepers use small signs cre-
ated by the materials used in Isfahan’s monuments.
“Tourists to the historical sites want to escape the

hubbub of urban life so the less they are exposed to
urban signs the more they would enjoy their trip,”
he said.

Rajaei said historical sites around the world have
features that make them unique in the world.
“Venice is known for its unique architecture and
boats, for example,” he said.

Tourists, particularly those arriving from European
countries, are fed up with the crowded streets and
everything that reminds them of a busy life.

“They travel to Iran to enjoy the tranquility of Persian
gardens and historical sites,” he said.

He criticized the use of dustbins all over the city, as
they present an ugly picture.

“In cities like Tokyo, one can bareley find dustbins
everywhere. People have learnt to carry wastes with
themselves to throw them in a dustbin,” he said.
The expert also criticized lighting pollution in histori-
cal sites.

“Using too much light in historical cities deprives visi-
tors of the view of monuments at night,” he said.
“Tileworks, mirrorworks and carvings are very beau-
tiful under the light of the moon and stars.”

Landscape
The vast province of Isfahan is located almost in the
center of Iran between Tehran and Fars. Although

it is mostly arid, there are several high mountains
(Mount Karkas at 3,899 meters) and rivers such as
the Zayandehroud that dominate its landscape.

A large population lives in the numerous oases that
mark the old caravan routes, which linked not only
the northwest and southwest of Iran, but crossed
the mountains to the south, toward Shiraz and the
Persian Gulf ports.

On approaching the city of Isfahan, leaving behind
the great deserts bounded by the mountain chains
that enclose the Iranian plateau, one comes upon a
wide basin at the bottom of which lies the historical
city. The most striking thing, at first sight, is the con-
trast between the endless expanse of rock and sand
behind, and the huge oasis that lies ahead, with its
big trees bearing lush, verdant foliage.

Only the bulbous domes of the mosques show above
the canopy of vegetation that glowing in the sun-
shine. The cool blue tiles of Isfahan’s Islamic build-
ings and the cities majestic bridges contrast perfectly
with the hot dry Iranian countryside surrounding it.
The main monuments of Isfahan are essentially the
work of one man, Shah Abbas I, who made the town
his capital in 1598, and had it rebuilt with large av-
enues, magnificent gardens and a royal palace.
Shah Abbas chose Isfahan as his capital, as the old
capitals, namely Tabriz and Qazvin, were considered
too close to the Ottoman Empire.

During his reign, Isfahan opened up to the outside
world with the presence of a number of foreigners
at the Safavid court--English and Dutch merchants,
European artists and diplomats hoping to secure alli-
ances against the common Ottoman enemy--and be-
came one of the most glorious cities of its time. The
famous half rhyme “Isfahan Nesfeh Jahan” (Isfahan
is half the world) was coined in 16th century to ex-
press the city’s grandeur.

However, its period of glory lasted for little more
than 100 years. An invasion by the Afghans in the
18th century hastened the decline and the capital
was subsequently transferred to Shiraz and then to
Tehran.

Landmarks

Isfahan’s main monuments are centered around the
following areas: Imam Square, Friday Mosque, and
the bridges on Zayandehroud. The center of Isfahan
during the Seljuk period was the Friday Mosque.
Today, the mosque is like a patchwork of history with
a winter hall that is probably Timurid, minarets built
by the “Black Sheep” tribe and the interior decorated
by the Safavids.

In 1598, Shah Abbas decided to shift this center to
the present-day Imam Square in order to annoy a
rich merchant who was reluctant to part with his
property.

This square is one of the largest in the world (500m
x 160m) and was the symbolic center of the Safavid
Dynasty. It was used for holding festivals, markets
and polo contests. The original goalposts from Shah
Abbas’ polo grounds are still in place today at the far
end of the square.

The square is surrounded on four sides by long
walls with Imam Mosque in the south, the Mosque
of Sheikh Lotfollah in the east, the Aaligapu Palace
in the west and the entrance of the great bazaar in
the north. It is a popular spot on summer evenings
when residents of Isfahan settle down for picnics
with samovars et al.

Isfahan’s majestic buildings and bridges, elegant
gardens, attractive bazaars and teahouses fascinate
the visitor into wanting to spend as much time as
possible in its relaxing atmosphere.
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Archaeologists may have found

5,000-year-old civilization in Artisans weaving world’s

next largest Persian carpet

southern Iran

A team of archaeologists working on
Bam riverside in Kerman Province
have recently unearthed ruins of a
large ancient site, which are believed
to belong to a 5000-year-old civiliza-
tion.

The site was discovered while exca-
vating for a construction project in
the Khajeh Askar region near the city
of Bam, team director Nader Alidadi-

Soleimani told the Persian service of
the Mehr News Agency on Tuesday.

“Unfortunately, part of the site was
damaged during the excavation,” he
said.

“Based on the artifacts unearthed
there, the site was one of the early
places of human habitation in Iran,
whose inhabitants had a connection
with other civilizations such as the
Jiroft civilization,” he explained.

The team has also discovered a num-
ber of pieces of intact pottery and
shards. Study of the artifacts suggests
that use of potter's wheel was not
common at the site.

Alidadi-Soleimani also said that two
styles of burial, one for a man and
another for woman, have been identi-
fied at two cemeteries discovered at
the site.

One of the bodies was buried in a fe-
tal position and another was lying face
up.

The bodies had been buried with vari-
ous artifacts. A seashell containing
chromatic material used for women'’s
cosmetics was found beside one of the
bodies.

The Jiroft civilization was discovered
next to the Halil-Rud River in Kerman

Province in 2002 when reports sur-
faced of extensive illegal excavations
and plundering of priceless historical
items in the area by locals.

Since 2002, five excavation seasons
have been carried out at the Jiroft
site under the supervision of Yusef
Majidzadeh, leading to the discov-
ery of a ziggurat made of more than

four million mud bricks dating back to
about 2200 BC.

Many ancient ruins and interesting
artifacts have been excavated by ar-
chaeologists at the Jiroft ancient site,
which is known as the “archeologists’
lost heaven”.

After the numerous unique discover-
ies in the region, Majidzadeh declared
Jiroft to be the cradle of art. Many
scholars questioned the theory since
no writings or architectural structures
had yet been discovered at the site,
but shortly afterwards his team dis-
covered inscriptions at Konar Sandal
Ziggurat, causing experts to recon-
sider their opinions about it.

The Konar Sandal inscriptions are older
than the Inshushinak inscription, sug-
gesting that the recently discovered
inscriptions link Proto Elamite script,
which first appeared in Susa about
2900 BC, with Old Elamite, which was
used between about 2250 and 2220
BC.

Many Iranian and foreign experts see
the findings in Jiroft as signs of a civi-
lization as great as Sumer and ancient
Mesopotamia. Majidzadeh believes
that Jiroft is the ancient city of Aratta,
which was described as a great civi-
lization in @ Sumerian clay inscription

Skilled hands of Persian carpet
weavers at Yusefabad Village in
Neyshabur are patiently weaving
what will be the world’s next largest
carpet.

The workshop is located at the
Nagshe-Jahan hand-woven carpet
weaving cooperative company in
the village near Neyshabur in Kho-
rasan Razavi Province where some
300 artisans are working on the
project every day.

The carpet will take 2 years to com-
plete, the Public Relations Office of
Khorasan Razavi Cooperative Com-
pany reported on Monday. Further
details on the carpet were not given
to the news.

Nagshe-Jahan cooperative company

has previously produced two large
carpets, which are currently in two
mosques. The first one is in Oman
and measures 5,600 square meters
and the second is in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and measures over
6000 square meters.

The second carpet is laid at the
Sheikh Zayed Mosque in Abu Dhabi
and is estimated to have cost about
9 million dollars.

Designed by Iranian artist Ali Khal-
igi, the second carpet consists of
2,268,000 knots and was woven by
1,200 artisans. The pieces together
with the artisans were later flown to
Abu Dhabi to stitch the entire work
for the final fitting

“75 Years of
Contemporary Iranian
Architecture” published

A book on contemporary Iranian ar-
chitecture written by the deceased
veteran Iranian architect Seyyed Hadi
Mirmiran was unveiled during a cer-
emony at the Beethoven Hall of the
Iranian Artists Forum on Sunday.

His brother Seyyed Hamid and archi-
tect Iraj Etesam have completed the
unfinished book entitled 75 Years of
Contemporary Iranian Architecture”,

The book contains the civil develop-
ment plans proposed by civil engi-
neers and architects over the last 75
years in Iran which includes some il-
lustrious works. At the unveiling cer-
emony, the director of the Mirmiran
Foundation gave a short explanation
about the formation of the founda-
tion which he said is based on Hadi
Mirmiran’s idea about the conception
of “global art”.

Cosponsored by the Mirmiran Archi-
tecture Foundation, Iran’s Ministry of

Housing and Urban Development and
the Naghshe-Jahan Pars Consulting
Engineers, the book is published in
two volumes.

After that, the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Development offi-
cial Gholamreza Misagian explained
about the book.

“The book is a great achievement
by those who compiled it. Mirmiran
started the work by order of the min-
istry and other scholars reedited and
recompiled the book,” he added.

Mirmiran died of kidney disease at
the age of 61 on April 19, 2006 in a
hospital in Berlin, Germany.

"I believe that the book will find use
as a first-hand source in academic re-
search and will be warmly welcomed
by researchers and academics,” he
added. Seyyed Hadi Mirmiran was
the director of several construction
projects, including the Academy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Na-
tional Water Museum of Iran, Imam
Khomeini International Airport, and
the urban design for Tehran’s Navvab
Highway.
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Iran

detains American

woman over ‘spy device’

Iran has detained an Ameri-
can woman accused of hiding
a spying device in her teeth,
Iranian newspapers report.

Hall Talayan, 55, was held as
she tried to cross the border
from Armenia without a visa,
the reports said.

She was reportedly arrested
near the north-west border
town of Nordouz. It is unclear
where she is being held.

Iran arrested three American
hikers in July 2009, accus-
ing them of spying. One was
later released on bail, but the
other two remain in detention
in Iran.

Their trial, due to start last
November, was postponed as
Sarah Shourd - who returned

on bail - had not been sum-
moned to attend, Iranian of-
ficials said.

Washington has repeatedly
said there is no basis for a trial
and called on Tehran to free
the two men still in custody,
Shane Bauer and Josh Fattal.

The latest report, carried in
the state-owned Farsi daily,
Iran, said Ms Talayan had hid-
den “spying technology or a
microphone” in her teeth.

According to another Farsi dai-
ly, Tabnak, she told customs
officers that the security forc-
es of Armenia would kill her if
she was sent back by Iran.

The reports could not imme-
diately be verified by officials.
Source: BBC

Pakistan, Afghani-
stan to get 70MW
power from Iran

Iran will export 70 megawatts of electricity to Afghani-
stan and Pakistan before March 20. Managing Director of

Iran’s state-run Power Supply and Distribution Company,
Homayoun Ha'eri, said Iran plans to boost power supplies

to the US after being freed

Indian oil giant optimistic
over Iran supply

India's biggest oil refiner said Thursday it did not expect any

supply shortages because of a payments problem between India
and Iran, but other refiners are making contingencies in case of
disruption.
In December, India's central bank said payments to Iran -- India's
second biggest supplier of crude -- could no longer be settled
through a long-standing clearing house system because of sanc-
tions.

The abrupt move to block the Asian Clearing Union (ACU) mecha-
nism, which was run by the central banks of India and other
south Asian countries, left Indian oil companies without a way to
pay for their supplies.

A temporary arrangement has been found using the State Bank
of India and the European-Iranian Trade Bank, or EIH Bank, but
both countries are seeking a long-term solution.

Asked about possible problems, S.V. Narasimhan, the finance di-
rector of IndianQil, the largest refiner in India, said Thursday:
"We don't anticipate any disturbances."

Another refiner, Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd
(MRPL), has begun making contingencies, however, and has
floated four tenders for supplies in the short-term from other
sources.

MRPL is India's biggest buyer of Iranian crude, with more than
half its supply coming from the Islamic republic.

Supplies from Iran are still normal, "but there's no guarantee
(that normal supplies) will continue," a senior MRPL executive,
who didn't wish to be named, told Dow Jones Newswires on
Wednesday.

Indian Qil Minister Murli Deora has said India expects to resolve
the issue permanently in the next few days.

"We can look at making the temporary arrangement more per-
manent if it works out. An Indian delegation will be visiting Teh-
ran soon to discuss the issue," a finance ministry official said.

In June, the United Nations approved a fourth round of sanc-
tions against Iran over its disputed nuclear programme, while
the United States and the European Union imposed additional
restrictions.Under the ACU mechanism, payments to Iran were
made in euros which were subject to ever-tightening regulations
from the European Union designed to cut off funding to Tehran.

Iran has reportedly told India that it would be prepared to accept
future payments in rupees.

to these two neighboring countries through its southeast-
ern Sistan-Balouchestan province, Fars news agency re-
ported.

His company is expanding infrastructures in Sistan-Ba-
louchestan province to the same end, the official added.

He said Iran would start increasing supplies to Afghani-
stan and Pakistan once the 400KV transmission line, be-
tween the city of Zahedan in Sistan-Balouchestan prov-
ince and the city of Birjand in South Khorassan province,
in the near future.

Iran is one of the most important suppliers to Afghani-
stan, which has kept its promises to help to the recon-
struction of the war-ravaged country, by building roads,
power transmission lines, border stations and many other
infrastructure projects to better link the two nations.

Also, Iran has offered cheap electricity to Pakistan to sup-
ply the country’s acute energy shortages and the offer has
been widely welcomed by the Pakistani authorities, espe-
cially those in charge of the country’s bordering provinces
with Iran. (Source: The Nation)

Subsidy reform saves Iran $1b in
energy costs

Iran saved over $1 billion in energy costs in the first 15 days of
the subsidy reform plan.

Statistics compiled by the National Iranian Oil Products Distri-
bution Company indicate that gasoline consumption declined
about three million liters per day, which is a 4.5 percent drop
compared to the same period the year before.

About 59.1 million liters of gasoline has been consumed per
day during this period.

Diesel oil consumption in the period declined 28 percent on
average compared to the previous year, dropping to 80.3 mil-
lion liters a day.

Diesel oil consumption has declined by 31.7 million liters per
day since the subsidy reform plan went into effect on Decem-
ber 19.

The subsidy reform plan is the largest economic plan Iran has
ever implemented. "The country’s wealth and energy belongs
to the people, and the optimal situation will be created when
people participate in the management of the national wealth
and the country’s affairs,” President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said prior to the implementation of the plan.
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IRAN INVITES

NATIONS TO
VISIT NUKES

Iran invites some world powers to tour
its nuclear sites, but US not on the list

Iran said Tuesday it had invited the European Union and some other
world powers — but apparently not chief critic the United States — to
tour nuclear sites before the next round of international talks in late
January on its disputed nuclear program.

The Associated Press reported the invitation to tour the facilities on Mon
day, citing a letter from a senior Iranian envoy that suggested Jan. 15-16
for the visit. A diplomat familiar with the letter said Iran invited Russia,
China, Egypt, the group of nonaligned nations at the U.N.’s International
Atomic Energy Agency, Cuba, Arab League members at the IAEA, and
Hungary, which currently holds the rotating EU presidency.

Iran’s economy appears to be struggling under the weight of four rounds
of international sanctions over its nuclear program, which the West sus-
pects is aimed at producing weapons though Tehran denies that. Iran
returned last month to nuclear talks with the so-called 5+1 countries
— the United States, Britain, France, Russia and China, plus Germany
— which hold sway over the sanctions. And the invitation to visit nu-
clear sites may also be a sign that Tehran is looking for ways to ease its
financial pain.

The State Department mocked Iran’s offer, calling it a “magical mystery
tour.” Spokesman P.J. Crowley said the offer is no substitute for Iran fully
cooperating with the U.N. nuclear watchdog to prove that its nuclear
program is strictly for peaceful purposes and not to build a bomb.

Asked by reporters how the U.S. felt about being excluded from Iran’s in-
vitation, Crowley responded sarcastically by saying: “We're just crushed.”
While he did not urge others to decline the invitation, he did say there is
no reason for any country to attend.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast confirmed the
invitation on Tuesday, saying it went to “the EU, the nonaligned move-
ment and representatives from 5+1 countries.” He said Iran would name
the countries later and added that the invitation was a sign of Iran’s
“good will” and greater transparency about its nuclear program.

(Source: ABC NEWS)

Artisans weaving world’s next
largest Persian carpet s

Archaeologistsmayhavefound5,000-year-
old civilization in southern Iran

A team of archaeologists working on Bam riverside in Kerman Province have recently
unearthed ruins of a large ancient site, which are believed to belong to a 5000-year-old
civilization.

The site was discovered while excavating for a construction project in the Khajeh Askar
region near the city of Bam, team director Nader Alidadi-Soleimani told the Persian ser-
vice of the Mehr News Agency on Tuesday.

“Unfortunately, part of the site was damaged during the excavation,” he said. Page 4

Pakistan, Afghanistan to get 70MW power from Iran

Iran will export 70 megawatts of electricity to Afghanistan and Pakistan before March 20.
Managing Director of Iran‘s state-run Power Supply and Distribution Company, Homayoun
Ha'eri, said Iran plans to boost power supplies to these two neighboring countries through
its southeastern Sistan-Balouchestan province, Fars news agency reported. Page 3
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