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Afghan Association Paiwand presents

7/@{1}1;’, TFestival 207117

Saturday 15th January

Rumi

The Arts Depot Trust
Finchley, Nether St, London N12 0GA
I1am - 4pm and 6pm - 10pm

[ am neither a Moslem nor a Hindu

[ am not Christian, Zoroastrian, nor Jew
[ am neither of the West nor the East
Not of the ocean, nor an earthly beast

»
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www.londonrumifestival.co.uk

Information on: 020 8905 8770
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2 Thorpe Close
London W10 5XL
Tel: 020 7221 5763
Mobile: 07961 447116

Email: persiancarecentre@hotmail.co.uk
J;SJ\HJ‘AK‘;J&‘G&M&‘[)&)}&;’J‘}S

Ladbroke Grove, (Hammersmith & City Line
and Circle Line)Persian Care Centre is a
registered charity in England (No. 1104739)
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7 Westmoreland House, Scrubs Lane
London, NW10 6RE

web: www.capitalaccountants.co.uk
e-mail: info@capitalaccountants.co.uk
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Friday 28 Jan
Satuarday 29 Jan

Sunday 30 Jan
LADIES NIGHT

Tel: 020 7266 9200 - 020 7266 2655 - 078 6322 1709 Www.arianarestaﬁrant.nét
Bourne Terrace, Paddington, London W2 5TH 108 Family and couples only on music night
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Hoffman-BoKkaei

Solicitors
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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims

Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax SPECIALISING IN: -

Head Office: Asian Bridal and other

: . : : s e
Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH f::(ii;lsr:;;s;lp including pecial aceasions Mk Lp
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381 i A R Arablo & othse NGadis
Introducing new office in Mill Hill: F ; bpll : ; b Eastern Make Up
Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane SOr patties. De S IRICTVIOWS LIRS
Mill Hill, London NW?7 2AP DX 38863 Swiss Cottage just a night out

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105 lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

Gul Rt Ty s 0 1886 999714

email: rahas_makeup@hotmail,com www.rahasmakeup.co.uk

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk Raha’s Make Up




IVAL

&) :.
fival of Arts Presents ‘ > > 4 ” ‘ > I’
o% S

Address: Cadogan Hall, London
2 SW1X 9DQ
Box Office: 020 7730 4500
www.CadogenHall.com
Tickets: £50, £30, £20
Time: 19:30




SUIFis Night

Saturday 22nd January, 2 011

Shahrokh Meshkin Ghalam, Dance
Karine Gonzales, Dance

Hossein Zahavi, Daf/ Perkashen

Yusuf Mahmud, Vocal / Tabla

Pouria Akhavas, Vocal / Gheychik / Alto
Arman Sigarchi, Oud / Setar
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Car Hire

P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS

Replacement Vehicle, Repair,
Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation

www.aacarsltd.co.uk =S OB Cga i MalS 0 4 T 9 5 (sl g A 68

Tel: 020 8903 5383 - Fax: 0845 388 5384 'YAVOPFAPFA dielin YV (yud g yu
Unit 28 Northfield Industrial Estate, Beresford Avenue, Wembley HAO INW

03359 535 L Accident Claim suias 9 5 34 (Jlsas
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SERGIO LEONE
CLINT EASTWOOD

LE BON
LA BRUTE
LE TRUAND

LEE VAN CLEEF
ALDO GIUFFRE

LUIGE PISTILLI RADA RASSIMOY
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IOHN BARTHA I
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MARLIK CULTURE

Marlik culture was discovered in the green and fertile
lands of northern Iran south of the Caspian Sea. The
amazing archeological discoveries at this site belong to
10th-12th century BC.

Some researchers believe Marlik was so named because
of the innumerable snakes that inhabited it, as ‘Mar’
means snake in the Persian language, Iran Zaman re-
ported.

Others, however, believe that Marlik is actually named
by local villagers as ‘Marda-lik’ (place of the Marda or
Amarda). The Greek historian Strabo describes Marda
as living in this part of Ancient Persia.

Excavations
Because of similarities between the metalwork at Mar-
lik and those found at Sialk near Kashan and the fact
that the discoveries at Sialk are dated slightly later than
those of Marlik, it is suggested that Amarda around
Marlik and Sepidroud were relocated to the central Ira-
nian plateau near Sialk.

Excavations conducted at this site also led to the dis-
covery of a large number of broken earthenware pieces.

Two tiny statues of cows in admiralty metal, two cy-
lindrical seals, 14 gold buttons and other unique objects
have been discovered as well.

Remnants of a quadrangular structure with an approxi-
mate area of 30 square meters, which was probably a
tomb or temple, were traced on the hillock.

This hillock was a site where local commanders or
princes who ruled in the 2nd or 1st millennium BC
were laid to rest.

According to the tradition of the times, the dead were
buried along with their treasures.

About 25 tombs have been discovered, some of which
contain human remains as well as earthenware, bronze
vessels, decorative buttons, arrows, swords, spears,
bronze statues and daggers.

Fabrics discovered at the site indicate that weaving was
a growing technique in Iran thousands of years ago,
more so in Gilan province.

About 11 seals have been discovered in these excava-
tions and these have interesting designs and patterns.
There is a seal engraved in the cuneiform script.

Mystery

The people who buried their dead at Marlik remain
something of a mystery. They seem not to have left any
written records and aside from the cemetery at Marlik
there is not much in the archeological record to fill out
their history.

If the original population abandoned the valley soon
after the burials, this may explain why the cemetery
was forgotten and not looted in the intervening years.
This theory still remains unconfirmed and little can be
said with any certainty about the people who buried
their royalty atop the mound at Marlik.

The relics recovered at Marlik contain many unusual
items, which have thrown light on metalwork of late
bronze age.

It is significant to note that without scientific excava-
tion, it would have been impossible to date these items
and appreciate their unique place in the archeological
record.

After all their travails, the archeologists at Marlik were
ordered to abandon the site in November of 1962 after
a change in government, which brought the smugglers
and antique dealers--some of whom were relatives of
the shah. Forced to abandon the excavation, there was
little that could be done other than to return to Tehran
to appeal the decision. When a team was permitted to
return to the mound a year later, it was clear that little
more could be done as the entire area had been ravaged
by illegal digging.

A brief survey showed the valley had been dug hap-
hazardly at 2,000 places and everything that had been
spoiled was lost to history.

It is difficult to say what was destroyed, and to this date
the only material belonging to the Marlik people is the
collection housed at Tehran’s Archeological Museum.
Recently, archaeologists have gone back to this site for
new excavations. Their efforts have led to new develop-
ments in our understanding of Marlik architecture and
artifact discoveries.

Iranians Restoring
Parthian Coffin

Restoration experts have started working on a Parthi-
an coffin discovered in the ancient city of Estakhr in
the southern Iranian province of Fars.

“The coffin was sent to the cultural heritage site of
Persepolis, where three experts started the restoration
project on the relic,” Parseh-Pasargad Foundation ex-
pert, Shahram Rahbar, told CHTN.

“The coffin was found on October 21, 2010,” he add-
ed, noting that the coffin is not strong enough and has
been broken into more than 100 big and small pieces.

The team first pieced the pieces together to figure out
the shape and size of the coffin, and experts prepared
a metal support to carry the relic in its original shape.

In the next stage, they will clean the pieces and rein-
force those which are extensively damaged.

According to Rahbar, the restoration project might
last for nearly two months due to the large number of
broken pieces as well as some missing parts.
Archeologists and restoration experts are studying the
soil, skeletal remains and sediments inside the coffin.

The relic is the only post-Achaemenid coffin found at

the Persepolis site.
An archeology team led by Erich Schmidt of Chica-
go University excavated the area from 1935 to 1939
which led to the discovery of similar coffins and other
post-Achaemenid objects. The team decided to trans-
fer some of their findings to the US for further stud-
ies, but the ship carrying the relics was attacked by a
submarine during World War II.
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Leading actors rush to raise funds
for children deprived of education

Leading actors Hamid Farrokhnejad and
Hamed Behdad will be taking part in a
charity program organized for the bene-
fit of children deprived of the basic right

“We are sure these types of programs
will be highly influential. We believe
that the education of those children de-
prived of it is a public concern, and by

to an education.

Arranged by the Association for Protec-
tion of Refugee Women and Children,
the one-day program on Friday will of-
fer traditional foods to help raise funds
for those children deprived of an educa-
tion, director of the association Fatemeh
Ashrafi told the Persian service of ISNA.

“We have collected over 2,000 children
from across the country being deprived
of an education and have arranged the
program to help draw the attention of

participating in these gatherings public
collaboration would be reinforcd,” she

added.

“A variety of different dishes are being
prepared by a group of volunteers. They
have also proposed to offer handicrafts
for sale at the market, she said, adding
that actors Farrokhnejad and Behdad
have announced their interest in the
program.

Photo: Hamid Farrokhnejad (L) and
Hamed Behdad pose in an undated pho-
to.

Iran submits 4 portfolios for
UNESCO registration

people for their support,” she said.

National doll of Amu Noruz expect-
ed to greet children in New Year

Iran’s national doll Amu Noruz (Uncle Noruz) will be greeting children at Noruz this
year, giving them the good news of the New Year’s arrival.
“Amu Noruz” concerns the legendry Iranian figure Uncle Noruz who is similar to Santa
Claus and brings new life and warmth to every household each Noruz, the Iranian New
Year which begins on March 21 and coincides with spring.

The West Azerbaijan department of the Institute for Intellectual Development of Chil-
dren and Young Adults (IIDCYA), which is sponsoring production, is expecting to re-
lease the dolls on the Iranian market before the beginning of the New Year.

“We hope to complete manufacture of the dolls in sufficient quantity before the New
Year,” director of West Azerbaijan department of IIDCYA Sadeq Rezaii told the Persian
service of MNA on Monday.

Publishing the Amu Noruz Calendar as well as stories about Amu Noruz are also planned
at the department, he added.

He also said that there are plans to produce two other Iranian national dolls, Sara and
Dara, in the country.

The two dolls were previously designed and produced by a company in China.

Rezaii added that the department intends to provide novels for young adults. “About 40
authors have signed contracts with the department to write novels for the young adults.
The books will be published in large numbers by the end of this year, to be available for
children next year.”
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Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO)
recently submitted four portfolios
documenting Iranian cultural tradi-
tions for registration on UNESCO List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Documentation on weddings in the
traditional Iranian style, traditional
Iranian music, traditional Iranian
skills for baking bread, and tradi-
tional Iranian skills for making cloth
has been prepared by CHTHO’s Of-
fice for Registration, Preservation and
Restoration of Intangible Cultural and
Natural Heritage.

Marriage in the traditional Iranian
style and traditional Iranian music are
Iran’s main priorities, office general
director Atusa Momeni said in state-
ment on Tuesday.

Only two submissions from each
member are accepted to be discussed
for registration on the list during
the annual session of UNESCO’s In-
tergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage.

The committee is scheduled to decide
on registration of 163 items from sev-
eral countries during the sixth session
of the committee, which will be held

in Bali, Indonesia, in November 2011.

Iran’s two other elements will remain
on UNESCO’s tentative list, which is
an inventory of those properties that
each member intends to consider
for nomination during the following
years.

Noruz and the titles and components
of the radifs in traditional Iranian mu-
sic were registered on UNESCO’s List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in 2009.

The music of the Bakhshis of the
Khorasan region, the Pahlevani and
Zurkhaneh sports, the Iranian pas-
sion play tazieh, the traditional skills
of carpet weaving in the Fars region,
and the traditional skills of carpet
weaving in Kashan are other Iranian
items that were registered on the list
last November.

Photo: Turkmen bridegroom (L)
guides a camel carrying his bride as
part of a traditional wedding ceremo-
ny in Gonbade Kavus, northeastern
Iran, on September 10, 2010. A reed
flute performer and the relatives are
seen escorting them. (Mehr/Abutaleb
Nadri)

Foreign painters to
attend Persian Gulf
art symposium

Nine Painters from foreign countries
will attend the Iran International
Painting Symposium “From Persepo-
lis to the Persian Gulf” from February
9to 19.

Nine renowned painters from differ-
ent countries including Italy, France,
Slovakia and Mexico will participate
in the event alongside the nine Ira-
nian painters who plan to attend.

The participating artists will first
travel to Shiraz and visit Persepo-
lis, Pasargadae, Sadieh and Hafezieh.
Afterwards, they will have a trip to
Qeshm Island in the Persian Gulf, the
secretary of the symposium Ahmad
Vakili mentioned in a press release.

“Then, they will paint something
based on their experiences and what
they visited during their trip,” he
added.

The symposium is cosponsored by the
Rudaki Foundation and the Hormoz-
gan Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Department.
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Russia says Iran nuclear
visit can’t replace talks

Russia said on Thursday that
Iran’s offer to tour the Islamic
Republic’s nuclear facilities de-
served attention but cautioned
that such a visit could never
replace regular nuclear inspec-
tions or talks with major pow-
ers.

When asked about Russia’s
stance on Iran’s offer, Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said such
a visit could never replace regu-
lar inspections by the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) or big power talks. Iran
has restricted such inspections.
“It really does deserve attention.
We consider that any gesture
which indicates Iran’s further
openness for cooperation with
the international community
should be welcomed. How can
such a trip be organised? That is
a sphere for the specialists,” he
said.

“But I would also like to high-
light two things: of course such
a visit should in no way at all be
seen as a substitution for IAEA

inspections, and second, such a
visit... must not be seen as a sub-
stitution for the talks between
Iran and the Six.”

The Six is a phrase used to diplo-
mats to describe the major pow-
ers -- Britain, China, France,
Germany, Russia and the United
States -- involved in discussions
with Iran on its nuclear pro-
gram. The next round of talks is
set for January 21-22.

Russia and China, which have
significant trade and energy ties
with Iran, have tended to take
a softer line on Iranian nuclear
ambitions than Western pow-
ers and have watered down sev-
eral U.N. sanctions resolutions
against Tehran.

The European Union rejected
Iran’s invitation last week, with
diplomats saying the offered
nuclear plant tour was seen as
window-dressing  distracting
from concerns over Iran’s urani-
um enrichment drive, while the
United States was not invited.

>> Continued from Page 1

receipt of my letter which was signed by me as the founder
and the coordinator of this campaign.

What does this attitude signify? And what conclusion one
can draw from this deliberate lack of interest in the subject
matter which I believe is extremely important and if properly
implemented has a tremendous impact on the lives of all the
human beings on this earth. This fundamental and crucial
matter could eventually revolutionise the way in which the
entire world is governed and would improve the lives of mil-
lions of the ordinary and innocent people. I sincerely hope
that this one example as has been briefly outlined proves my
point and answers to some extent the semi-question raised in
the title to this article.

Following my previous endeavours with which I hope you
will become familiar through my site I wrote an article about
the whole subject which has been published in English in
“Persian Weekly” in England and “Tehran Times” in Iran.

Allow me to emphasise here and now that although I am by
birth an Iranian and a Muslim -about which I owe no apolo-
gies to anyone-, but I have started this campaign as a human
being and regardless of any differences in those areas, this
has been purely and solely based on humanitarian grounds.

In passing, it is quite interesting and sad that the “Iranian am-
bassador” was amongst those who totally ignored my letter!
In closing, I would like to paraphrase the famous sentence
by the late and always respected Doctor Martin Luther king
who said “I have a dream!” His dream if not entirely, but to
some extent became reality by the election of the President
Barak Obama in USA.

I hope that my dream too, which is based entirely on truth
and justice, will sooner or later materialise and become real-
ity and then, perhaps the world would be a better place for
everyone in which to live.

All your comments, criticisms and suggestions will be most

welcome.

Construction of
Khayyam statues for
Tehran and Florence
enters final stage

Making a pair of Khayyam statues, one
of which is scheduled to be installed in
Tehran and the other in the Italian city of
Florence, will soon be completed.

The Iranian sculptor Hossein Fakhimi
began making the statues in 2000 with
sponsorship from the Iranian Embassy in
Rome, the Persian service of the Mehr
News Agency reported on Sunday.

However, the Tehran Municipality is cur-
rently financing the project on the statues
of the Iranian poet, mathematician and as-
tronomer.

“I had to become familiar with Khayyam
before I began making the statues,” Fakh-

imi said.

“So I spent six months studying in libraries
and talking with experts on Khayyam,” he
added.

Consequently, Fakhimi became convinced
that it would be best to make the sculp-
tures from perfect white stone due to the
natural capacity of this type of stone for
depicting details in the sculpture.

He made trips to Italy, Greece, Macedonia,
Thailand, China and Afghanistan, visiting
many quarries in order to find his favorite
stone for the statues.

Finally, he found his favorite stones in Iran
at the Azna stone quarry in Lorestan Prov-
ince.

Fakhimi said that he had no preconceived
picture of Khayyam for the statues. He
reached a design based on his studies from
available resources in libraries.

“I have imagined a thoughtful face for
Khayyam,” he said.

“Under his hand, I have placed a horo-
scope, which symbolizes astronomy. I
have also engraved Pascal’s theorem and
others on steles attached to the statues. I
have also created a form of an astrolabe,
which represents his skill in mathematics,”
he explained.

Each statue is placed on a surface, which
has been designed as a carpet to represent
Iranian culture. Motifs dating from the pe-
riod in which Khayyam lived and the Sa-
favid era have been etched as pattern on
the surface.

The following quatrain from the Rubaiyat
of Omar Khayyam has been engraved in

Persian, English and Italian on the bases of
the statues:

The heavenly spheres which in this do-
main reside,

Have bewildered the wise, thinking far
and wide;

Behold and don’t lose the trail of wisdom,
For the price of wisdom is to reel to every
side.

“The quatrain represents Khayyam’s way
of thinking, his knowledge of astronomy
and his great wisdom,” Fakhimi stated.
Special music has been composed for per-
formance during the unveiling ceremony
of the statues. However, no specific time
for the unveiling ceremony was men-
tioned.

A Khayyam statue, which was created by
prominent Iranian sculptor Abolhassan
Seddiqi in 1972 in Italy, was later installed
at Tehran’s Laleh Park.

A bust of Khayyam, created by Iranian
artist Alireza Qadamyari, is on display
at the Khayyam Museum at his tomb in
Neyshabur.

Omar Khayyam (c. 1050-1122), author
of the Rubaiyat, one of the world’s best-
known anthologies of poetry, was intro-
duced to the West in 1859 by the English
poet and translator Edward FitzGerald
through a version of 100 of Khayyam’s
quatrains.

Photo: The photo shows a bust of Khayy-
am, created by Alireza Qadamyari, before
it was transferred to the Khayyam Muse-
um at his tomb in Neyshabur.
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THE WORL
IS IN SUCH

A MESS!

Ala Amirshahi
The founder and co coordinator of
Democratise UN

To be absolutely truthful to myself and to my readers, I am writing this ar-
ticle out of frustration on the one hand and anger on the other. I therefore
urge the readers to be patient and read on.

As everyone is aware, we live in a terrible world, wars, injustice, poverty,
famine, illiteracy and impending environmental disasters are just to men-
tion a few perils with which mankind is struggling. Governments and politi-
cians by and large, have their own agenda (usually short term) and do not in
any meaningful and effective way, concern themselves with these matters. I
shall later in this article give you my reasons and a tangible example of this
complete lack of interest which is evidence based and cannot be refuted.

Some time ago, having studied the structure of United Nations Organisation
according to which it operates, came to the conclusion that the modus op-
erandi of this most important international institution is based on the worst
undemocratic and dictatorial criteria. I therefore decided to start a world-
wide campaign in order to bring this fact to the attention of all the peace
and freedom loving people through our Website (www.democratiseun.org).

I have written to various people of high position in this regard and have
received some responses which are self explanatory and can be refer to on
our website.

For the sake of brevity, I now refer to my recent effort in this connection,
the disastrous results of which have made me both angry and frustrated.

As you might know the united nation organisation has 192 member states
and they all have their embassies in the United Kingdom. I have written
to all of their ambassadors by registered post, explaining the situation and
requesting them to reflect upon my suggestion and through their respective
governments decide on the relevant course of action in order to try and im-
prove matters. I am sure that you will all be amazed, as I was, that out of the
192 “excellencies” (!) only three took the time and trouble to reply. The rest,
189 did not even have the courtesy to acknowledge the Page 3

Iran defeats Iraq 2-1 in Asian Cup

Iran defeated defending champion Iraq 2-1 in their first game of the 2011
AFC Asian Cup on Tuesday.

Emad Ridha scored a goal 13 minutes into the match to give Iraq the early
lead. Iraqi captain Yunes Mahmoud headed the ball in front of the goal and
Ridha found the empty net.

Afterwards, Iran put Iraq under pressure and created some opportunities,
but their strikers were not able to take advantage of them.

Then, with three minutes remaining in the first half, Iran’s Gholamreza
Rezaei escaped from the offside trap and fired home a shot from a tight
angle to equalize the match.

Iran dominated the game in the second half.

Iman Mobali gave the Iranians the win in the 84th minute with a splendid
goal from a free kick.

Iman Mobali was named the man of the match.

North Korea and the United Arab Emirates played to a goalless draw in the
first Group D match.

Iran, which is also in Group D, is scheduled to play North Korea on January
15 and the United Arab Emirates on January 19 in its remaining group stage
matches.
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