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Leading actors rush to raise funds
for children deprived of education

“Nader and Simin” to premiere at Berli-
nale

Iranian director Asghar Farhadi’s latest
film “Nader and Simin, A Separation” is
in the lineup announced on Tuesday for
the main competition section at the Ber-
lin Film Festival.

The family drama, which is also known
as “Separation of Nader and Simin”, tells
the story of a couple who are getting a
divorce, but the tutorship of their child is
causing trouble for them.

The Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance revoked the production license
for the film over Farhadi’s remarks at the
14th Iran Cinema Celebration last Sep-
tember.

He had criticized Iranian cultural policy

| 3
P

The Culture Ministry accused Farhadi of
advocating on behalf of the ‘counterrevo-
lutionary’ cineastes.

astes.

The ban on the film was lifted after
Farhadi explained that his remarks were
misconstrued.

Two years ago, Farhadi won a Silver Bear

in Berlin for best director for “About
Elly”.

A total of 22 films will be screened in
the main competition of the 61st Berlin
Film Festival, which will take place next
month.

Photo: Merila Zarei (front) and Leila
Hatami in a scene from “Nader and Simin,
A Separation”

for isolating a number of prominent cine-

Iranian artists to hang works in Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia-based Iranian artists will be displaying their artworks in an exhibition opening on
January 22 in Kuala Lumpur.

A group of 20 artists will put their works on display
for two weeks at the Cube Gallery, Iranian director
of the gallery Asghar Yaqubi told the Persian service
of MNA on Tuesday.

The organizer believes the exhibit will act as a firm
response to the negative news spread about Iranians
involved in drug trafficking in Malaysia, which has
caused negative impact inside the country.

Based on reports released by Malaysian news agen-
cies, there was a steep increase last year in the num-
ber of Iranians suspected of drug trafficking arrested
in Malaysia.

Persian art and culture is a great treasure narrating
part of the rich culture and civilization of Iran, and
Iranian artists are invited to portray part of their rich
heritage of art and culture, Yaqubi said.

Scholars Amir-Hossein Andarzgu and Mandana Barkeshli, Associate Professor of Depart-
ment of Applied Art and Design at International Islamic University in Malaysia will also
display their artworks at the exhibit.

Photo: “The Lady” by Mohammad-Baqger Aqamiri (file photo)

Children’s Writers Association
honors Ahmadreza Ahmadi

The Children’s Writers Association
paid tribute to the Iranian writer
Ahmadreza Ahmadi during a cer-
emony at the Beethoven Hall of the
Iranian Artists Forum on Thursday.

The ceremony, held in recognition
of the 13th anniversary of the associ-
ation’s founding and Ahmadi’s 70th
birthday, was attended by several
artists including Hushang Kamkar,
Shahram Nazeri, Nureddin Zarrin-
kelk and Davud Rashidi.

Ahmadi was unable to attend the
ceremony due to a severe illness but
spoke briefly to the audience by tel-
ephone.

At the ceremony, a biopic on Ah-
madi “All of my Colored Pencils”
directed by Ebrahim Haqiqi went on
screen. In the documentary, Ahmadi
said that his only wish is “publica-
tion of his books during his lifetime.”
He said that he has 15 books ready
for publication.

Ahmadi, who is renowned as a vet-
eran poet, mentioned in the film that
it took a long time for him to estab-
lish himself as a “children’s writer”.
He has been nominated by Iran for
the 2011 Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award. After the film’s screening,
he expressed over the telephone his
hope for improvement in his work

and to die in the country where he
was born in. Rashidi also spoke at
the ceremony, recalling memories
of experiences he had with Ahmadi
and Amir Naderi. At the ceremony,
children’s writer Fereydun Amuza-
deh-Khalili called Ahmadi’s stories
“full of life” and wondered whether
or not the sad little boy in Ahmadi’s
stories is Ahmadreza. Poet and re-
searcher Javad Mohaqqeq pointed
to a letter that poetess Forugh Far-
rokhzad wrote to Ahmadi several
years ago in which she advised him
to distance himself from the ivory
towers of intellectuals. “Ahmadreza
has a melodious Kermani accent and
his heart is vast like the Kerman de-
sert. I hope he lives happily with his
family for many more years,” poetess
and children’s author Afsaneh Sha-
banejad mentioned. At the end of the
ceremony, a film on the Children’s
Writers Association was broadcast
after which some members spoke
about the association’s establishment
on this occasion of its anniversary.

Photo: Children’s writer Ahmadreza
Ahmadi and his daughter are seen
in a video projection picture during
a ceremony was held at the Iranian
Artists Forum on January 13, 2011 to
celebrate his 70th birthday. (ISNA/
Mona Hubefekr)

Iranian ensemble
to give concerts in
Germany, Sweden

The Iranian ensemble “Bal va Shan”
by conductor Keivan Kianian will be
giving several concerts in Germany
and Sweden during this month.

The ensemble has concerts sched-
uled in Frankfurt (Germany), and
the cities of Stockholm, Vasteras,
and Uppsala in Sweden, singer Jivar
Sheikholeslami told the Persian ser-
vice of ILNA on Sunday.

She added that the group currently

in Belgium gave live performances in
two different cities on Saturday and
Sunday.

The first concert was in Ghent and
garnered prolonged applause and
ovations from the public, she said.
“Our second performance took place
in Antwerp followed by several
compositions by conductor Kianian.
“Part of the performance was dedi-
cated to Iranian folk music and also
included several Kurdish songs,” she
added.

Musicians Isar Yavar, Sonia Nezami,
and Tina Pirhadi accompany the
group in the international perfor-
marnces.
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Authentic Turkmen Horses Nearing

EXti n Cti O n By Sadeq Dehqan,

The authentic Iranian Turkmen horse, which is re-
nowned for its speed, endurance and beauty, is on the
brink of extinction due to excessive import of horses
and its mixing with foreign horses.
Deputy head of Golestan’s Agricultural Jihad Organiza-
tion for livestock management told Iran daily that gen-
uine Turkmen horses were developed from an ancient
Oriental breeding tradition a few thousand years ago.
“The main area where most Turkmen hoses can be
found is Turkmen Sahra region. Turkmen horses have
gradually found their way to northern Khorasan from
this region and have also been proliferated. Turkmen

horses are typically gray and have a skinny body. Their
stomach, unlike many other horse races, is flat,” added
Abdolghaffar Takhleh.

He said Turkmen horses have three types.
“These types are ‘Akhal Tekkeh’, “Yamout’ and ‘Che-
naran’. Akhal Tekkeh and Yamout Turkmen horses
mostly are found in Turkmen Sahra and other parts of
Golestan province. Chenaran type mostly lives in Jorga-
lan region in northern Khorasan. Of course, Akhal Tek-
keh and Yamout are the main types of Turkmen horses.
Chenaran is a type of Turkmen horse which emerged
during the reign of Nader Shah over Iran upon court-
ship of Turkmen horse with Kurdish horse. Nader Shah
used this Type of horse in his army for long journeys.
Akhal Tekkeh type is thinner, more beautiful and taller.
It is also faster than Yamout and suitable for equestrian
events and beauty contests. However, Yamout type is
bigger and stronger than Akhal Tekkeh. Yamout type
has a better performance in racing events. As a whole,
both types have a good performance in races, but Akhal
Tekkeh is better in short races. Chenaran type has more
endurance compared to the two other types,” he noted.
He emphasized that Turkmen horses have less speed
and higher endurance compared to foreign horses.
“Authentic Turkmen horses have a better performance
than horses such as ‘Dokhoun’ for 20km to 30km en-
durance contests, but they cannot compete effectively

in 1,000m to 1,500m races. Dokhoun horses are the
product of courtship of Turkmen horses with foreign
horses.”

He emphasized that courtship of Turkmen horses with
foreign horses seriously threatens the genuine Turkmen
horses.

“Since genuine Turkmen horses cannot vie against
foreign and Dokhoun horses in races which are more
popular than other events in Turkmen Sahra, owners
of horses facilitated courtship of Turkmen horses with
male foreign horses and created Dokhoun horses. This
has gone as far as seriously threatening the survival of

Yamout type,” he noted.

He recalled that presently there are about 2,400 Turk-
men horses in Golestan province whose authentic-
ity should be verified through DNA (deoxyribonucleic
acid, genetic component of all cells) tests.

“Other horses of the province are either completely

foreign or are Dokhoun.”

Takhleh said at present DNA tests are carried out and
microchips are used to distinguish genuine Turkmen
horses from other horses, but the important point is
genuine Turkmen horses are on the verge of vanishing.
He also said that authentic Turkmen horses clubs are

planned for Golestan province.

“We welcome and support formation of these clubs.
These clubs are aimed at nurturing and reproducing
genuine Turkmen horses and holding spring and au-
tumn races in the province. We want to hold one or
two races a week especially for Turkmen horses. Cur-
rently, the prize paid to winners in authentic horse rac-
es is one-thirds of prizes given to foreign horses. It must
be endeavored to correct this situation and the reward
given to authentic horses should be higher than foreign
ones. The organization currently prioritizes payment of
banking loans to clubs that keep and nurture Turkmen
horses,” he noted.

He also recalled that Arab and Turkmen horses had
courtship with each other and then mixed with heavy
British horses to create a mixed species.

“Currently, six clubs for nurturing Turkmen horses
have been issued permits in the province and one entity
for nurturing authentic Turkmen horse has also been is-
sued permit. Each of these centers keeps 50 to 100 hors-
es, but the rest of Turkmen horses are kept in a tradi-
tional manner. The price of genuine horse is 200 million
rials to 400 million rials. This is while 200 million rials
are paid for importing male horses to do courtship with
Turkmen horses. In order to reduce import costs, au-
thentic horses should be expanded and new generations
of horses should be created from Turkmen horses.”

He emphasized that nurturing horses is also very im-
portant in terms of attracting tourists.

“The late Louise Firooz, who was among the famous
trainers of Turkmen horses in Kalaleh, came to Iran
from America for nurturing Turkmen horses and she
arranged tours for tourists to see Turkmen horses. Peo-
ple from different countries came to Iran with such
tours and her ways should continue,” he concluded.
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Over 500 ancient artifacts
unearthed in northeastern
Iran

Over 500 ancient metal artifacts have recently been
discovered during an archaeological excavation on the
Bazgir Tepe in Gorgan Province in northeastern Iran.
The artifacts, all of which are made of copper, comprise
weapons, farming tools, drug tubes and pans, which
date back to about 1800 years ago, Gorgan Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Department direc-
tor Fereidun Fa’ali told the Persian service of IRNA re-
ported on Saturday.

The artifacts are comparable to relics previously discov-
ered in archaeological excavations on Gorgan’s Turang
Tepe and the Teppeh Hesar of Damghan in northern
Semnan Province, and several ancient sites in Turk-
menistan and Tajikistan, he added.

“Ruins of a large Parthian castle built of 37x37 centim-
eter mud bricks, which are similar to ruins previously
discovered at the Turang Tepe and the Narges Tepe,
have also been unearthed in the upper stratum of the
site,” Fa’ali said.

In addition, the archaeological team currently working
at site has discovered a number of grey and red earth-
enware items that dates back to circa 300 BC based on
carbon-14 dating.

In the lower stratum, they have also found a number of
legged earthenware dishes of the Achaemenid era. The
artifacts are similar to the pottery first unearthed at an
archaeological site near the town of Aq-Qala in north-
ern Golestan Province. The diversity of the artifacts
indicates that the region had enjoyed brisk commerce
in ancient times. Covering an area of two hectares, the
Bazgir Tepe is located near the village of Bazgir, about
four kilometers north of the city of Minudasht.
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Russia against Iranian

sanctions

s
The Russian foreign minister
said here on Thursday that Rus-
sian had always been against
unilateral sanctions against Iran
and hopes that they can be lifted
in the upcoming Iranian nuclear
talks.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov made the statement at
a press conference shortly after
his meeting with Turkish coun-
terpart Ahmet Davutoglu in
Ciragan Palace, Istanbul.

Evaluating the talks that will
be held in Istanbul on Friday
and Saturday between Iran and
the P5+1 (Russia, the U.S., UK,
France, China and Germany),
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said sanctions should be one of
the topics on the agenda.

“We have never supported uni-
lateral sanctions, which will
only serve as a spoiler for Iran,”
he said, adding Russia has al-
ways been very clear at pointing
out its concerns.

Asked what his expectations

from the talks were, he added
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that just being able to agree on
a perspective for future steps
would mean the talks were a
success.

He added that the talks would
not just be limited to the Iranian
nuclear program, but also on so-
lutions to regional problems.
Regarding the nuclear swap
agreement signed between Iran,
Turkey and Brazil last sum-
mer and known as the Tehran
agreement, Lavrov said that it
served as a confidence building
measure, however, the Tehran
research reactor was not a P5+1
project.

“If the IAEA proves the Iranian
nuclear program is peaceful, Iran
would have every right as every
other country to use peaceful
nuclear power,” he said.

Currently, he added, the IAEA
cannot confirm that the program
is peaceful, nor can it prove the
program is aggressive.

Switzerland brings
Iran sanctions in
line with EU

Jan 19 (Reuters) - Switzerland is tightening sanctions
against Iran to bring them in line with those of its own
trading partners, the Swiss government said on Wednes-
day.

The new measures, which will come into force from
Thursday, should prevent Switzerland from being used
as a way for Iran to get goods that it would otherwise not
be able to get from other countries, the government said
in a statement.

Last year, the United Nations, United States and Euro-
pean Union imposed sanctions on Iran that target the oil
and gas sectors, which are vital to the Iranian economy.
Iran is due to hold a second round of talks with six major
powers over its disputed nuclear activities in Istanbul on
Jan.

Swiss companies will now no longer be allowed to sell or
deliver so-called dual use goods, products which could
also be used for military purposes. The existing ban on
exports of heavy war material will be extended to all
sorts of military goods.

There will also be limits placed on the exports of certain
products that could be used in Iran's oil and gas industry
as well as on financing in this sector, the Swiss govern-
ment said.

Switzerland is also restricting the financial services that
Iran can get from Switzerland.

In 2010, Switzerland exported goods worth around 700
million francs ($730 million) to Iran.

Western states believe Iran's drive to enrich uranium is
a cover for a secret programme to either make nuclear
weapons, or at least achieve a capability to do so.

Iran's refusal to comply with previous United Nations
Security Council resolutions to allow full inspections of
its nuclear sites convinced Russia and China to also back
the U.N. sanctions last June.

The United States and the EU added their own addition-
al measures targeting finance and the energy sector.
Iran says its nuclear programme is solely to provide fuel
for a network of 20 power plants it plans to build so it
can export more of its bountiful oil and gas reserves

Iran defeats UAE 3-0, next
stop Asian Cup quarterfinals

Iran has defeated the United Arab Emirates 3-0 to finish first in
Group D of the 2011 AFC Asian Cup with a perfect three wins.
The two teams met at the Al Rayyan Stadium on Wednesday in
their last group stage match.

The UAE team had to beat Iran, which had already qualified, to
keep their hopes of advancing to the knockout stage alive.

The UAE’s Ismail Matar created a good chance with just one
minute remaining in the first half but his shot fell wide of the
far post.

Mohammad Gholami’s header hit the bar and Arash Afshin found
the back of the net in the 70th minute to give Iran a 1-0 lead.

Iran’s Arash Afshin was sent off five minutes later after collecting
his second yellow card. Khalid Sebil of the UAE was also forced
to leave the pitch after receiving his second yellow card. Moham-
mad Nouri poured cold water on the UAE’s hopes by scoring
Iran’s second goal in the 83rd minute.

The UAE’s Ali Abbas scored an own goal in extra time to give Iran
its third goal. Iran’s Andranik Teymourian was named the player
of the match.

Iran is scheduled to play South Korea at the Qatar SC Stadium on
Saturday.

In other Group D action, the Iraqi national football team quali-
fied for the next round with a 1-0 victory over North Korea on
Wednesday and will play Australia in the quarterfinals. The Iraqis
sent the Socceroos packing at the previous edition of the AFC
Asian Cup, which was held in Malaysia in 2007
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Google Earth, the Chrome browser
and photo service Picasa will be avail-
able for download in Iran for the first
time, the search giant has announced.

It follows an easing on US export re-
strictions to the country last year.

One of the conditions of the licence
is that none of the products can be
downloaded by or on behalf of the
Iranian government.

Google says it is hopeful the new tools
will enable freer communication in
the country.

“There are many activist layers on
Google Earth. Anyone can create a
layer to show exactly what is going on
in Iran,” said Google’s head of public
policy Scott Rubin.

Traffic drop

Having Chrome will also be benefi-
cial, he thinks.

“In a country with a history of govern-
ment surveillance it is useful having a
browser that can’t easily be hacked,”
he said.

However, there was “no guarantee”

that the government will not block
the services, he added.“I couldn’t pre-
dict what will happen but I certainly
hope not.

There is so much that is interesting on
Google Earth that has nothing to do
with politics,” he said. The US treasury
department eased sanctions against
Iran in March last year, as a way to
increase the use of web services and
support opposition groups.It repre-
sented a softening of the line against
Iran, which has has had US trade bans
since 1987.

Google-owned YouTube was used
during the Iranian protests that fol-
lowed the presidential election in
June 2009.

It offered eye-witness reports but was
quickly blocked by the Iranian gov-
ernment, a ban that has never been
lifted. Gmail also remains blocked.

Google’s chief executive Eric Schmidt
was vocal in his condemnation of the
Iranian government and its decision
to impose media blackouts in reaction
to the protests. At the time Google
rolled out Farsi language tools to aid
communication.

Iran defeats UAE 3-0, next stop
Asian Cup quarterfinals

Iran has defeated the United Arab Emirates 3-0 to finish first in Group D of
the 2011 AFC Asian Cup with a perfect three wins.

The two teams met at the Al Rayyan Stadium on Wednesday in their last
group stage match. .. Page 3
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