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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax

Head Office:

Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381

Introducing new office in Mill Hill:

Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane

Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105

DX 38863 Swiss Cottage
lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk
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Two Iranian monuments
seeking UNESCO status

Profiles of Iranian monuments of the
Qabus Tower and the Isfahan Congrega-
tional Mosque have been submitted for
registration on the UNESCO World Her-
itage List.

The documents will be discussed at a ses-
sion of the World Heritage Committee,
the Persian media reported on Sunday.

The 55-meter tower, which is the tomb
of Zeyarid ruler Qabus ibn Voshmagir
(reigned 978-1012), has been built on
a 15-meter mound located in Gonbad-e
Kavus in Golestan Province.

It is considered the world’s tallest tower
made of bricks.

The star-shaped tomb has been decorated
with a Kufic inscription around it that
reads, “In the name of God the benefi-
cent, the merciful. This is the magnificent
palace of Emir Shams-ul-Ma’ali. Emir son
of Emir, Qabus son of Voshmagir ordered
that it be built during his lifetime. 397
A.H., 375 solar calendar.”

Lack of sufficient safeguards for the tower
may hinder registration of the monument
on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Experts have warned about the growth of
weeds on the 1000-year-old monument
in a report published by several Persian
news agencies in last October.

Proximity to the Caspian Sea results in
high humidity in the region, that causes
growth of the plants on the tower.

The weeds grow in the gaps between
the bricks and the growth of their roots
further expands the gaps causing serious
damage to the monument. The humidity
has also caused saltpeter to accumulate
on the interior walls.

The experts believe that the monument
is in urgent need of restoration and the
weeds must be removed immediately.

They have said that an in-depth study is
necessary before attempting any restora-
tion.

In addition, engraving on the bricks of
the tower and writing graffiti on its walls
has become a habit of Iranian tourists.

The experts have also asked cultural of-
ficials to prevent additional foul-ups.
Covering an area of 23,000 square me-
ters, the Isfahan Congregational Mosque
is the largest of its kind in Iran. Many
unique Iranian artistic and architectural
elements have been represented on the
mosque’s structure.

According to some historical texts, the
structure was originally a fire temple

that was then converted into a mosque in

. : a1

the early eighth century by the Tayyem
Tribe, which was a migrant Arabian fam-
ily living in the village of Tiran nearby.

The mosque was developed by the Ab-
basid caliphs Mansur (reigned 753-775)
and Mutasim (reigned 833-842).

Many decorations and several structures
were added to the mosque over the cen-
turies by the Islamic dynasties ruling the
region.

The most important structures and deco-
rations were built by Persian vizier of the
Turkish Seljuk sultans Abu Ali Hassan
ibn Ali (1018-1092), known as Khwaja
Nizam al-Mulk.

The brick dome at the southern side of
the mosque bears a Kufic inscription sug-
gesting that it was built by the order of
Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk.

The dome at northern side was construct-
ed based on the southern dome in 1088
by the order of Taj al-Mulk, Khwaja’s
rival, who was Sultan Malik-Shah’s fa-
vorite courtier.

Due to the development of the mosque
during the various Islamic periods, the
evolution of Islamic art and architecture
are distinguished at the monument.

Despite their high regard for develop-
ing Islamic architecture, the Safavid dy-
nasty (1502-1736) took no notice of the
mosque, because, at that time, the region
was not considered a suburb of Isfahan, a
capital of the Safavids.

Photo: Isfahan Congregational Mosque in
an undated photo (Fars/Alieh Saadatpur)

Photo: Qabus Tower, Gonbad-e Kavus

Iran may cut cultural ties with
France over Louvre’s perfidy

Iran has threatened to break its cul-
tural links with France if the Louvre
continues to renege on agreements
with the country.

The Louvre has not fulfilled its com-
mitments of organizing a showcase
to display a collection of its Persian
artifacts in Iran, Iran’s Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts Or-
ganization Director Hamid Baqaii
said in a press release on Sunday.

“The Louvre officials must give an
exact date and details for an exhibi-
tion of its Persian artifacts in Iran
before the end of the (Iranian) year,
otherwise we will cut our cultural
relations with France,” he noted.

The Iranian year comes to end on
March 20.

Iran loaned artifacts from the Safa-
vid-era (1501-1736) for “The Song
of the World” exhibition, which was

held at the Louvre from October 5,
2007 to January 7, 2008.

Baqaii said that the Louvre had
promised to organize an exhibit in
Iran to showcase a collection of its
Persian artifacts instead.

“So far, Louvre officials have not ful-
filled their promises,” he lamented.

In January 2010, Iran threatened to
cut cultural ties with the British Mu-
seum after it postponed loaning the
Cyrus Cylinder for a show at the Na-
tional Museum of Iran.

It seemed that the warning produced
a positive outcome as the British
Museum sent the Cyrus Cylinder for
the show in September 2010.

Photo: People visit the Persian sec-
tion of the Louvre in an undated
photo. (IRNA)

IRAN TO
LAUNCH NORUZ
SECRETARIAT
SOON

TEHRAN -- Iran is set to launch
a Noruz secretariat in the upcom-
ing days to help collect and preserve
Noruz traditions which are observed
by the regional countries.

The news was announced by Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization (CHTHO) Director Ha-
mid Baqaii in a Tehran meeting on
Thursday attended by ambassadors
and cultural attaches coming from 33
countries in the Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia.

“Iran plans to hold a lively New Year
celebration this year and is inviting
the countries celebrating Noruz to ap-
point their representatives for future
cooperation with the secretariat,”
Bagqaii said.

Noruz, the ancient celebration of the
Iranian New Year, was registered on

UNESCO’s List of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage of Humanity in 2009.

Beginning on the first day of spring,
Noruz had been proposed for registra-
tion by Iran, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Kyr-
gyzstan.

“We need to pay special respect to our
ancient tradition and this collabora-
tion would lead to better celebrations,
bringing hearts closer to one another.

“Preparing the Noruz charter is also
among the other decisions of the sec-
retariat which need to be completed
by the members to be later approved
by UNESCO,” Baqaii said.

The secretariat also plans to submit
the congratulatory message of Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on the
occasion of the arrival of Noruz to
presidents of 14 countries and foreign
ambassadors of 16 other countries this
year, he said.

He also said that Qatar is ready to
engage in joint productions like
the translation of works by Iranian
scholars.

To reach your
IRANIAN audience, talk to

“Persian Weekly” first!
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MEYMAND VILLAGE

Man and nature have joined hands to create one of the
world’s most amazing and extraordinary places in south-
ern Iran. Meymand Village attracts thousands of tourists
eager to see its cavern-like houses and experience the tra-
ditional rural culture of the region. The ancient village
is located in the southern Iranian province of Kerman,
some 35 kilometers from the historical city of Shahr-e
Babak, which is said to be the birthplace of the founder of
Sassanid dynasty, Presstv reported. Meymand dates back
to the time when the inhabitants of the Persian plateau
placed their dead inside crypts carved into mountains.
The traditional houses of the village are hewn into rocks
and include corridors, pillars and a stove, which is used
for both cooking and heating the home during the freez-
ing winters.

Locals say their ancestors did not use hammer and chis-
els, but a type of hard pointed stone to carve images into
rocks. The method is still practiced in the region today.

House Construction

The current inhabitants of the village build their cave
houses, known as Kicheh, by chiseling six- to nine-meter
horizontal cuts into the hillside’s soft sedimentary rock.
Meymand’s sedimentary rocks are soft enough to be
shaped by hand and hard enough to support the roof of
cave units. There are about 400 Kichehs in Meymand.
Each Kicheh spans an area of about 16 to 20 square me-
ters and is nearly two meters high. The houses are built
one on top of one another and accommodate 130 to 150
people, many of whom lead a nomadic life and escape
the area’s warm weather by moving to higher pastures in
summer. Their houses usually consist of a single square
or round room with windows carved wherever possible.
Some dwellings are windowless and dark due to lack of
natural light and soot-coated walls.

Larger houses have more than one room and sometimes
an adjacent stable or animal shelter. Doors are usually

rectangular and made of wood, with a latch that locks
onto a hole drilled into a stone frame.

Thresholds of Kicheh doors are raised some 15 to 20 cen-
timeters above the ground to keep water from flowing
into the alley. In lower units, there is often a trench be-
fore the entrance with walls tall enough to accommodate
a dwelling unit. In some parts, the lower units are made
in groups so that the entrance trenches of up to five hous-
es open onto a terrace known as a Dalan. Dalans are used
for family and social gatherings. Villagers also use round
sedimentary rocks to build dividing walls and buildings
on the valley floor.

Types of Shelter

Those who spend summers in the village build special
dwellings called Kapars, which allow the circulation of
air to cool the interior.

Meymand villagers use another type of shelter known as
Gonbeh that are not as cool as Kapars.

Gonbehs are circular structures with stone walls and
a conical roof made of wooden rafters. The nomads of
Meymand also make different types of shelters outside
the village, such as Aghol, Abadi and Pollas. These shel-
ters are usually made of wood and stone.

Aghols are constructed as semi subterranean buildings,
similar to a Gonbeh in appearance. Abadis are built above
the ground while Pollas is a type of tent made of a white
fabric with cotton warps and wefts made of goat wool.
Tourists, who arrive in the village can either stay in an
eight-room guesthouse or enjoy staying in cozy cave
houses. Guesthouse rooms are covered with pressed
wool felt, called Namad in Persian, and carpets. Beds are
carved into the walls and there is lighting and hot water.

Architecture
Meymand also has a public bath, school, restaurant, mu-
seum and a number of shops mostly offering herbal med-

icine and traditional handicrafts.

The village has maintained its original architecture and
traditions, and the language, which has barely changed
due to the isolated location of the village, still contains
Sassanid and Pahlavi words.

Meymand might appear rather stark and unattractive at
first sight compared to similar villages in Iran and other
countries, as there is no sign of any flowers and villag-
ers have not tried to decorate or add color to their few
alleys and rocky dwellings. The outfits used by villagers
are somber in color and usually no music is heard in the
village. The people of Meymand usually eat simple meals
consisting of flat bread, yogurt and a thin soup made of
milk and dried herbs.

Dairy products, nuts and traditional breads are also part
of their diet. The main sources of income for Meymand
villagers are farming, animal husbandry and carpet
weaving. Meymand carpets are famous for their beauty
and quality. Carpet weaving has generated many other
related jobs in the area such as wool dyeing, felt making,
Kilim weaving and crocheting.

Migratory Nomads

Situated between a desert and a mountain, Meymand
enjoys a mountainous climate with freezing winters and
hot summers.

Most of Meymand’s semi-nomadic shepherds spend win-
ters in the village and move with their herds of goat and
sheep to the plains in spring. Villagers spend their sum-
mers in higher altitudes around Meymand picking wild
herbs, nuts and seeds such as wild pistachio, almond,
walnut, cumin seeds, black thyme, rosemary, yarrow,
cumin, hollyhock, buttercup, fennel, peppermint, lig-
orice and astragalus, which has medicinal properties.
Mulberry and blackberry trees can be found all around
the village, while seasonal rivers and springs provide vil-
lagers with rich sustainable agriculture.

The amount of rainfall is usually between 300 and 500
mm per annum and villagers use two traditional under-
ground water systems or qanats to irrigate their lands.
There are many tiny oases in the ravines around the vil-
lage, where hazelnut, vines, jujubes, almonds and other
trees grow.

Historicity

Meymand has been continuously inhabited for the past
2,000 to 3,000 years, which makes it one of Iran’s old-
est surviving villages. Archeological finds date the site
back to 12,000 years or the Middle Stone Age. Excava-
tions have yielded 10,000-year-old stone engravings and
pieces of earthenware from 6,000 years ago.

Meymand used to be a Zoroastrian settlement and one
of its cave units, which is now a museum, was once a fire
temple. Some 15 circular stone rooms stand in an area of
around 400 square meters in the village, where skeletal
remains and various objects were found.

Archeologists have also found a piece of land three kil-
ometers northeast of Meymand, which is filled with frag-
ments of ossuaries decorated with rock art.

Locals believe the ossuaries date back to the Zoroastrian
and Sassanid eras. Rock art has also been found in Eshkaft
grotto, a shallow cave with a large mouth, which is lo-
cated eight kilometers north of Meymand.

It is said that visitors light and place candles beside the
rock art. Meymand Village received UNESCO’s 2005
Melina Mercouri International Prize for the Safeguard-
ing and Management of Cultural Landscapes.

The award is given by the Greek government, in collabo-
ration with the UNESCO, to reward outstanding exam-
ples of action to safeguard and enhance the world’s major
cultural landscapes. Meymand is believed to be similar
to Kandovan Village in Iran’s East Azarbaijan province,
Cappadocia in Turkey and the ancient city of Petra in
Jordan
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HEWSRAPERS SUPROAT
MECTCLING

Iran rejects Dutch complaint

over hanging

(Reuters) - Iran rejected on Tuesday Dutch
outrage over the hanging of one of its citi-
zens, saying the West should applaud its
tough penalties for drug traffickers.

Zahra Bahrami, 45, who had both Dutch and
Iranian nationality, was hanged on Saturday
for drug smuggling, a charge her family says
was fabricated after she was arrested for tak-
ing part in anti-government protests in 2009.

The Netherlands froze official contacts with
Iran, saying it had informed The Hague just
hours earlier that legal proceedings were still
under way. A Dutch foreign affairs ministry
spokesman called the execution “an act com-
mitted by a barbaric regime”.

“Dutch officials made certain comments, it
looks like they do not have enough informa-
tion regarding the case of this lady,” Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Meh-
manparast told a weekly news conference.
“They have made these hasty comments.”

Tehran does not recognise dual nationality
and Mehmanparast said any attempt by a
foreign government to intervene in such a
case amounted to interference in Iran’s do-
mestic affairs.

The United States and European Union con-
demned the hanging, criticising Iran for
denying Bahrami access to Dutch consular
officials and urged Tehran to guarantee the
rights of citizens.

“I call on Iran to halt all pending executions
immediately and to declare a moratorium on
the use of the death penalty,” EU foreign af-
fairs chief Catherine Ashton said in a state-
ment.

Rights groups say Iran is second only to
China in the number of people it executes,

and is first in terms of per capita executions.
The western-based International Campaign
for Human Rights in Iran calculated Iran
had executed an average of one person every
eight hours since the start of the year.

Mehanparast addressed the “claims some
countries have regarding the number of exe-
cutions in Iran”, saying more than 80 percent
of executions were linked to drug smuggling
and Tehran was doing the world a service in
taking such a firm stance.

“If the Islamic Republic of Iran is not going
to fight narcotics smuggling, definitely other
countries, western, European countries will
be harmed,” he said. “We are trying so that
other countries will not be hurt.”

A Dutch television show, citing documenta-
tion, reported on Monday that Bahrami was
convicted in the Netherlands in 2003 for
smuggling 16 kg of cocaine from the Carib-
bean.

Dutch Foreign Minister Uri Rosenthal has
come under pressure over the issue, delay-
ing a trip to Turkey on Tuesday to answer
questions in parliament from the anti-Islam
Freedom Party over why he did not expel
the Iranian ambassador.

Detentions of Western citizens have further
soured relations between Iran and Western
nations strained by a dispute over Tehran’s
nuclear programme which it says is peaceful
but many countries fear has military ends.

On Monday, a court summoned American
Sarah Shourd, 32, to return to Iran to stand
trial for spying along with two other U.S.
citizens who have been in custody since July
2009 when all three were arrested near the
border with Iraq.

IRAN ‘COULD HAVE
NUKES WITHIN YEAR’

Iran could develop a nuclear weapon within
a year, a leading think-tank has warned.
Under the most likely scenario it would
take Tehran over two years to make a single
atomic bomb, according to the International
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS).

But if Iran was able to make untested urani-
um enrichment methods work, this timeline
could be much shorter.

One remote possibility mapped out by the
IISS would see Iranian scientists able to pro-
duce enough highly-enriched uranium for a
weapon in just four weeks.

Tehran insists its nuclear programme is for
peaceful civil purposes, but there are grow-
ing concerns in the West that it is being
used to mask attempts to develop a bomb.
Defence Secretary Liam Fox warned in the
Commons on Monday that it was “entirely
possible” the Islamic Republic might have
developed a nuclear weapon by next year.

The evidence shows “beyond reasonable
doubt” that Tehran is seeking the ability
to produce nuclear weapons, the London-
based IISS concluded in a report on Iran’s
nuclear, chemical and biological capabili-

ties. Iran’s current stocks of low-enriched
uranium would be enough for one or two
nuclear weapons if further enriched, the
study found.

At the report’s launch, Sir Richard Dalton, a
former British ambassador to Tehran, asked
about the possibility of Iran using more ad-
vanced “third generation” centrifuges to en-
rich uranium for a weapons programme.

Lead author Mark Fitzpatrick, director of
the IISS non-proliferation and disarmament
programme, replied: “That’s the scary part.
If Iran were able to get the third generation
working well and producing in large num-
bers, the time to produce a weapon’s worth
of HEU (highly-enriched uranium) reduces
to four weeks.

“If they had a clandestine plant with almost
6,000 centrifuges operating - the number
that were in the AQ Khan design that they
sold to Libya - if they had 6,000 of these
working and they were this most advanced
third generation, four weeks.”

Mr Fitzpatrick stressed that this was only a
theoretical scenario. The IISS also concluded
that claims about Iran’s supposed chemical
and biological weapons programmes could
not be confirmed from publicly-available in-
formation and “may have been exaggerated”.

(Source PA)

ISLAMA-
BAD AGAIN
TALKS OF
IRAN’S GAS

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Feb. 3 (UPI)
-- A pipeline stretching from the South
Pars gas field in Iran to Pakistan could be
completed within three years, the Paki-
stani prime minister said.

Tehran and Islamabad finalized a deal in
June for the delivery of 750 million cubic
feet of natural gas through the pipeline
from the South Pars gas complex in the
Persian Gulf.

Pakistani Prime Minister Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani was quoted by Iran’s state-
funded broadcaster Press TV as saying a
gas pipeline could be developed within
the next few years.

“We are working on Iran-Pakistan gas
pipeline project as it is vital to overcome
the energy challenges of the country and
it would be completed in three years
time,” he was quoted as saying.

Western allies object to the pipeline
because of the potential economic ben-
efit for Tehran, which is under pressure
from economic sanctions imposed for its
controversial nuclear program.

Iran is up against a Western-backed gas
project from Turkmenistan that would
see a pipeline cross Afghan and Paki-
stani territory on its way to India. New
Delhi was included in the Iranian pipe-
line plans, though security and politi-
cal issues have kept India largely on the
sidelines.

Delegates from India, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan met Dec. 11 with representa-
tives in Turkmenistan to sign a frame-
work agreement on the pipeline
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IRAN TECH

EXPO SENDS

DEFIANT MESSAGE TO WEST

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates (AP) —
An Iranian supercomputer. New space
rockets and satellites carrying the flag
of the Islamic Republic. Biotech inno-
vations that include artificial tendons.
Iran’s claims of scientific advances are
coming at a rapid-fire pace these days
as the country begins events to mark
the anniversary of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

It’s become part of annual celebrations
of scholarship and military might.
But this year, there is an added mes-
sage to the West after the latest talks
over Iran’s nuclear program fizzled
in January: Tehran’s ability to make
atomic fuel remains at the heart of
the country’s drive for home-grown
technology.“The government’s sup-
port for science and technology is an
unchangeable strategy,” said President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad last month at
a high-tech trade exhibition in Tehran.
“This includes the nuclear efforts.”It’s
hardly a new statement from the Is-
lamic Republic, which has repeatedly
insisted it will not negotiate over its
right for uranium enrichment un-
der international pacts. This message,
however, be reinforced strongly in the
coming days as officials boast about
Iran’s innovations.It also offers an im-
portant lesson in how much political
capital is vested in Iran’s effort to stake
its claim as the scientific vanguard of
the Muslim world.Iran plans a major
tech exhibition beginning Saturday in
Damascus, Syria, whose underlying
purpose seeks show that international
sanctions have not crippled Iran’s labs.
The expo is expected to showcase an
array of made-in-Iran innovations
from more than 120 companies includ-
ing precision industrial equipment,
nanotechnology and aerospace-related
items. No nuclear technology is on the
list.

An Iranian diplomat in Syria told The

Associated Press that the five-day ex-
hibition — the first of its kind outside
Iran — aims to show “friend and foe”
that sanctions have not slowed Iran de-
spite claims by U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and others. The diplo-
mat spoke on condition of anonymity
because he was not allowed to brief
reporters.

During the coming week, Iranian of-
ficials have promised to display a new
range of rockets and satellites — which
could raise more concern in the West
that Iran’s space program spilling
over into possible efforts at creating a
long-range ballistic missile arsenal. A
year ago, Iran announced it launched
some animals — including a mouse,
two turtles and worms — briefly into
space on a research rocket. In Febru-
ary 2009, Iran sent its first satellite
into orbit.Meanwhile, Iranian officials
have unveiled an array of purported
advances in recent weeks, including a
new gamma radiation units for medical
treatments and a supercomputer billed
as among the top 500 most powerful in
the world.Iran’s deputy president for
science and technology, Salar Amuli,
told state television that computer’s
power will be used for areas that in-
clude nuclear physics.

On Kish Island in the Persian Gulf, a
biotech center is planned to make ar-
tificial tendons and ligaments , state-
run Press TV reported.Besides the jabs
against sanctions, Ahmadinejad also
plays heavily on the connection be-
tween technology and Persian pride.
He frequently sprinkles his remarks
about how Iran should reclaim the
banner of scientific advancement it
once held as the Persian Empire.
‘History has shown that the Iranian na-
tion was pioneer of achieving scientific
progress,” he said last week.

( Source AP)
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