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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax

Head Office:

Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381

Introducing new office in Mill Hill:

Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane

Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105

DX 38863 Swiss Cottage
lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

168 Dental Clinic

Your Local Dentist
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CosmeticDentistry

Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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Dermal Filler- Botox (A
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*Relax with a friendly professional team in
London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown
+Implant treatment available

*Orthodontic referrals

+Affordable dental care for everyone

+Same day emergency treatment available

=Stop Smoking Service

*Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

‘Book an _.t;!in'tr_r_le'ir.ltE online or contact us on:

Tel: 0207 373 0754
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Hammersmith, Polish Center, 238-246 London W6 ORF

ub3ei9x

5008 sy 4 B (Puilesly 4 ol (o) 4ol oS 1385 Ll 4nsls
ONSb o geadis L 31T 5 (el dilse Sid g0 Jolid S 4slin Gl g
IS ol s el wsd oo (@lnd 30 Guond s sla b Lol B el
© oIS e uool ol walgd SIS0 VA el Ho g pusle (aded)
sl 5 ok

Polish Center, 238-246 king street, London W6 ORF
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Philippine director’'s “Lola”
wins two Crystal Simorghs

TEHRAN -- “Lola” from the Philippines
took home two Crystal Simorghs on
Tuesday at the international section of
the 29th Fajr Film Festival.

Directed by Brillante Mendoza, the
movie took the Best Film Award, and
Anita Linda and Rustica Carpio shared
the Best Actress Award.

The symmetrical story basically con-
cerns two elderly matriarchs who must
bear the financial and legal ramifications
of a crime in which both their grand-
sons are involved. One is murdered with
a knife, while the other is the prime sus-
pect.

The international section of the festival
that opened on Saturday wrapped up on
Tuesday, giving the best awards to for-
eign entries of the year.

Iranian movie “Golchehreh” by direc-
tor Vahid Musaian took the Best Film
Award at the Inter-Religious Section at
the festival.

The Golden Flag (Beiraq Talaii), pre-
viously named the Moustapha Akkad
Award, was given to Iranian film “Alz-
heimer” by Ahmadreza Motamedi.

The ceremony continued by presenting
awards to the winners at the Asian Cin-
ema Competition Section.

The Best Technical and Artistic
Achievement Award was given to
Parvin Safari for “The Maritime Silk
Road” by Mohammad Bozorgnia. The
movie also brought the Best Cinematog-
raphy Award to Bahram Badakhshani.

TY—

A Special Jury Award was presented to
“The One Man Village”, a film by Simon
El Habre from Lebanon.

The Chinese film “My Mongolian Moth-
er” by director Cai Ning also received
the Best Screenplay Award and Liu Jie
took the Best Director Award for “Deep
in the Clouds”.

Iranian director Jamal Shurjeh was hon-
ored next with the Best Film Award
for his “33 Day” at the Human Rights
Award. The joint Iranian-Lebanese
film was previously entitled “Heavenly
South” which is a documentary on the
Israeli 33-Day War of 2006 against Leb-
anon.

The Jaam-e Jahan-Nama Section also
presented its several awards to the win-
ners. The Best Director Award went to
Iranian Dariush Mehrjuii for “Beloved
Sky”.

The Best Cinematography Award of this
section was presented for “How I Ended
This Summer” from Russia by director
Aleksei Popogrebsky.

Director Negar Azarbaijani took the
Jury Special Award for “The Opposite
Mirrors”.

The festival will continue until the next
coming days closing on February 15.

Caption: Director Negar Azarbaijani
holds the Crystal Simorgh she won for
her “Opposite Mirrors” in the Jaam-e Ja-
han-Nama Section of the 29th Fajr Film
Festival. Producer Fereshteh Taerpur
is also seen in the photo. (ISNA/Amir
Kholusi

‘Iran and Japan expand ties
to empower labor market for
Persian language academic’

TEHRAN -- The expansion of bi-
lateral ties between Iran and Japan
will empower the labor market for
graduates of Persian language from
Japanese universities, professor Ka-
myar Abedi told the Persian service
of ISNA.

Currently, there is no labor market
for graduates of the Persian language
in Japan and most of them accept
positions not related to their field of
study, Abedi lamented.

Literary scholar and critic, Abedi,
who teaches Persian language at
the Osaka University, explained the
Persian department of the Osaka
University, which was established
in 1961, is the oldest department for
Persian literature in Japan.

“About 20 students are accepted
each year for Persian language stud-
ies but unfortunately only 2 or 3 of
them plan to continue their educa-
tion in this field,” he lamented.

He said that Japanese are mostly ac-
quainted with classic Persian litera-
ture rather than contemporary liter-

ary works.

The viewpoints of renowned Ira-
nian authors like Mohammad-Ali
Jamalzadeh, Sadeq Hedayat and Jalal
Al-e Ahmad are known in Japan.
One of the recent books by Zoya Pi-
rzad was translated into Japanese, he
said.

Kimie Maeda has translated some
poems by Persian contemporary
poet Ahmad Shamlu into Japanese.
Shuri Suzuki, Kimie Maeda, Nahu
Nakamura were also translated a
collection of contemporary Persian
poems that were published in a book
in 2009.

There are various translations of
Khayyam into Japanese from the
original text or from an English ver-
sion translated by Fitzgerald along-
side books by Sadi, Nezami and Fer-
dowsi, he said.

The Japanese are avid readers. Nu-
merous books are published in di-
verse fields in the Japanese language.
In this country, publishing is an
important industry which respects
copyrights, he said

Iran announces
Book of the Year
Awards winners

The winners of the 28th edition of
Iran’s Book of the Year Awards were
announced during a ceremony in Teh-
ran on Tuesday.

Vice President Mohammadreza Ra-
himi, Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Mohammad Hosseini, sever-
al other officials, and a number of cul-
tural figures attended the ceremony,
which was held at Vahadat Hall.

The following is a list of the winners in
various categories:

* Bibliography

“A Bibliography of Handwritten Books
at the Ayatollah Golpayegani Public
Library” by Abolfazl Hafezian and Ali
Sadrainia

* Philosophy and psychology

“The Rational Principles in the Realm
of Riwaya” by Javad Khorramian Esfa-
hani

* Religion (Five winners were an-
nounced in this category.)

1. “Nozaht al-Abasr wa Mahsen al-
Aasaar” by Ab al-Hassan Ali ibn Mahd
at-Tabar al-Mamati corrected by Mo-

hammad-Bager Mahmudi

2. “Anis al-Mojtahedin” by Moham-
mad-Mehdi Naraqi corrected by
Nematollah Jalili, Gholamreza Nagqi
and Valiollah Qorbani

3. “Mosu al-Imama fi Nosus Ahl-usa-
Sunna” by Shahbeddin Marashi Najafi
corrected by Mahmud Marashi and
Mohammad Esfandiari

4. “Principles of Mysticism in Theory”
by Yadollah Yazdanpanah

5. “The Elements of Gnosticism” by
Stuart Holroyd and translated into
Persian by Abolqasem Esmaeilpur

* Social science

“Entrepreneurship Encyclopedia” Ja-
hangir Yadollahi

* Language

“Descriptive Dictionary of Iranian
Language Types” by Iran Kalbasi

* Science (Two winners were an-
nounced for this category.)

1. “Conceptual Physics” by Paul G.
Hewitt, translated by Manijeh Rahbar
2. “Ecology: The Experimental Analy-
sis of Distribution and Abundance” by
Charles J. Krebs, translated by Abdol-
hossein Vahhabzadeh

* Applied sciences
“Molecular Genetics in the Third Mil-
lennium” by Mohammadreza Nuri
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Baluchi Music

The music we hear nowadays in Baluchestan differs
from genuine Baluchi music because of many reasons.
One of these reasons is the huge distance between Bal-
uchestan and the capital, and lack of attention by for-
mer regimes to the impoverished and far-flung region.
Another reason is that Baluchestan neighbors Pakistan
and is influenced by Pakistani Baluchi music as well as
Indian music, CAIS reported.

Foreign Influence

From ancient times, this region has had close commer-
cial and cultural ties with India. The Indian influence
was also due to the fact that Baluchestan was too dis-
tant from and ignored by the pre-Islamic governments
in Iran.

By exploring the root of such influence, we come across
geographical and historical facts. Aside from dynasties
such as the Sogdians whose seat of government was in
Sistan and Baluchestan during the second century AD,
lack of roads and communication with interior parts
in the country where Iranian culture prevailed was
another reason that physically and spiritually exposed
Baluchi music to Indian culture.

Although the Baluchi tribesmen are strictly religious,
musicians are treated as confidantes and intimates, and
they are permitted to play in private parties where
women are also present. However, Baluchi women
do not play musical instruments and only sing songs
mostly in groups and behind the curtain so that they
are identified by face.

One can rarely find a woman in Baluchestan to be a
professional singer in wedding, birthday, circumcision
and other festive parties.

Instruments

Musical instruments through which the Baluchi singers
express their restless and deep sentiments include Tan-
burak (the small guitar), Setar (three-stringed guitar),
Qalam (a flute divided into five or six sections), pitcher,
oboe, kettledrum, tambourine and roebuck or Hijdah
(eighteen) Tar.

Another native musical instrument in Baluchestan
province is banjo on which many changes have been
made. It has been converted into a native instrument in
the Sindh province in Pakistan.

The next native instrument in Baluchestan is Dongi
that includes a pair of male and female flutes. The best
Dongi players in Baluchestan, who had universal fame,
came from the Siri tribe and were called Mesri Khan
Jamali and Khabir Khan Jamali.

Banjo and Dongi are so intermingled with other Bal-
uchi instruments that have become naturalized in Bal-
uchestan.

The preservation of tribal traditions such as Sepak,
Shabatagi, Liloo, Sote, Liko and Laloo, which are ac-
companied by music, has helped this remote Iranian
province to retain samples of genuine Baluchi music.
One can find singers and musicians in Baluchestan who
are devoted to their traditional music. The singers and
musicians, who have inherited the art from their ances-
tors through generations, are called Pahlevans, which is
a combination of Pahloo and Van.

Pahloo is derived from Pahlavi language and means

brave and powerful. Van means a singer. In the Baluchi
language, Vang also means singing. Therefore, Pahle-
van means one who shows bravery and chivalry.

Types of Baluchi Music
Some of the noteworthy types of genuine Baluchi music
now popular in Baluchestan are as follows:

Sepad, which means praise, are a series of melodies
sung after the birth of a child. Such songs continue for
14 nights while the mother prepares to wash herself.
Sepad is sung only by women and in groups. It is aimed
at helping the mother forget the pains she has suffered
during child delivery.

In these songs, they mostly praise God, Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH) and religious authorities. They extend
their best wishes for the health and happiness of the
mother and newborn.

Vazbad, meaning laudation, means a group of songs
sung by either a single lady or a group of ladies and
responded to by another group. Such melodies, which
continue for 14 nights at the newborn’s house, praise
God and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) for bestowing a
child to the woman.

Shabtagi also pertains to a newborn. When a baby is
born, the lady’s relatives, neighbors and friends assem-
ble in her house in the evenings and at times stay all
night and pray for the health of the mother and the
baby. They sing songs in a soft tune, which is accompa-
nied by the oboe and tambourine.

These songs are known as Shabtagi, which means to re-
main awake in the night. Most of the Shabtagi melodies
are in praise of God, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and
religious dignitaries, in which they congratulate the
mother and the father, and wish health and good future
for the newborn.

Shabtagi songs help the mother forget her labor and
refresh her spirit. It can extend from 6 to 14 nights, and
at times to even 40 nights, depending on the family’s
financial condition.

Loola is another song sung during festive occasions
such as wedding parties and has different meanings. In
this song, the singer appeals to God, Prophet Muham-

mad (PBUH) and his blessed family for granting a happy
life to the newborn.

For example, if the baby is a boy, they wish him to be
brave, true to his promise, truthful, kind, hospitable and
pious, obedient to elders and other good qualities which
is admired in the Baluchi culture.

But if the newborn is a daughter, they pray her to be
chaste, faithful, a good housewife, kind, truthful, hospi-
table and faithful to Baluchi culture.

Other Types
Liloo or Looli is a lullaby that the mother sings to the
child. Zayirak or Zayirik is the most melancholic melo-
dy among Baluchis, which complains of separation, an
unkind spouse or miseries of life.

The latter is accompanied by doleful melodies and ear-
lier only galam or flute was played. Nowadays, Zayirak
is played with banjo as well.

This is a long, monotonous and doleful music played
with drum, wherein the notes are repeated with a slight
difference.

Zayirak is divided into various branches and the most
famous ones are Ashrafdor Zayirak, Janoozami Zayirak
and Zamerani Zayirak.

When you listen to Zayirak, it seems that you are sit-
ting at a beach listening to the repetitive and sad notes
of the flute.

This resembles sea-waves that lash the beach with a
roar as they advance, but when the tempest subsides, it
ripples away in peace.

Similarly, the music starts with a shrill tune, rises to its
peak, then gradually subsides and grows silent. Then,
after a short pause, again the flutes wail shrilly and the
pattern is repeated.

Zayirak is derived from Zahir which, according to the
Dehkhoda Encyclopedia, means remembrance, sadness
and a wish to meet the beloved one. It is sung with or
without musical instruments to mourn the absence or
loss of close relatives, such as father, mother, brother,
sister, daughter, son, wife and even separation from
one’s homeland.

Earlier, Zayirak was sung by women during their daily
chores, especially when they gathered near the mill to
grind their wheat into flour.

In those times, the melody was sung alternately by two
groups of women. Such a method of singing is no longer
observed these days. Nowadays, Zayirak is only sung
by men with the accompaniment of flute, qeichak and
banjo.

Customs and Traditions

During such rites, they officially recite the Azan (Mus-
lim call for prayer) into the baby’s ear, which proclaims
the newborn’s Muslim beliefs.

The Baluchi tribesmen believe that evil souls and evil-
wishers await in ambush and harm the mother and
newborn by talisman and magic spells.

For example, they believe that Jatooq, who is a devil
incarnate and a witch, will devour the child’s heart and
liver. Jatooq is believed to be an evil woman who longs
for the newborn she lost during delivery.

She envies the children of other women and harms
them. For this reason, the Baluchi women do not let the
mother and the newborn remain alone for at least three
days and nights.

As a result, they assemble beside the mother and the
child, and recite the Qur’an.

The christening and circumcision are often performed
on the sixth night of childbirth, during which female
guests are offered food and perfumes.

Baluchi music is closely linked to most customs and
traditions of the region, which have made them part
and parcel of the Baluchi culture.
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VP Plays Down Effects of Sanc-
tions on Iran’s Oil, Gas Sectors

TEHRAN (FNA)- Iranian First
Vice-President Mohammad Reza
Rahimi stressed that different
sanctions and embargoes against

Iran will leave no negative impact
on the country’s oil and gas sec-
tors, saying that pressures merely
strengthen the country’s inde-
pendence and power.

Rahimi reiterated that the coun-
try earns $10mln per day upon
the launch of every phase of the
South Pars gas field.

The Iranian official made the re-
mark at the Industry and Mines
Festival in the northeastern
province of Khorassan Razavi on
Wednesday.

“Our engineers’ efforts have
changed sanctions to opportuni-
ties and today our production
in the petrochemical sector has
reached 200 percent and we ex-
port 13 million tons of this prod-
uct,” Rahimi said.

Iran, which sits on the world’s
second largest reserves of both
oil and gas, is facing US sanctions
over its civilian nuclear program.

Iranian officials have dismissed
US sanctions as inefficient, saying
that they are finding Asian part-
ners instead. Several Chinese and
other Asian firms are negotiating
or signing up to oil and gas deals.

Following US pressures on com-

panies to stop business with Teh-
ran, many western companies de-
cided to do a balancing act. They
tried to maintain their presence in
Iran, which is rich in oil and gas,

but not getting into big deals that
could endanger their interests in
the US.

Yet, after oil giants in the West
witnessed that their absence in
big deals has provided Chinese,
Indian and Russian companies
with excellent opportunities to
sign up to an increasing number
of energy projects and earn bil-
lions of dollars, many western
firms are increasingly showing
interest to invest or expand work
in Iran.

Some European countries have
also recently voiced interest in
investment in Iran’s energy sec-
tor after a gas deal was signed
between Iran and Switzerland re-
gardless of US sanctions.

The National Iranian Gas Export
Company and Switzerland’s Ele-
ktrizitaetsgesellschaft Laufenburg
signed a 25-year deal in March
2010 for the delivery of 5.5 billion
cubic meters of gas per year.

The biggest recent deal, worth
€100m ($147m, £80m), was
signed by Steiner Prematechnik
Gastec, the German engineering
company, last year to build equip-
ment for three gas conversion
plants in Iran.

Don’t Miss us at

www.persianweekly.co.uk

Family banned
from visiting
Iran’s Karroubi
PPPY - famityand reltives ofIran'sopposicon

leader Mehdi Karroubi have been banned
from visiting him after he sought to hold a rally in sup-
port of Arab uprisings, his website reported Thursday.

Sahamnews.org said the ban had spared Karroubi’s wife
but affected all other relatives, including the cleric’s
three sons and daughters-in-laws.

Citing an incident on Thurs-
day, the report said one of Kar-
roubi’s sons, who it did not
identify, was prevented from
visiting his father’s home in
Tehran.

“This morning, security agents
prevented one of the sons of
Mehdi Karroubi from visiting
his father’s home,” Sahamnews
said.

“The security agents told him
‘you can’t go to your father’s

> »

home until 25th of Bahman (February 14)’.

Karroubi and fellow opposition leader Mir Hossein
Mousavi have sought to stage a public rally on that date
in support of uprisings in Egypt and Tunisia.

The security agents also told the son that “except Kar-
roubi’s wife, none of his children or daughters-in-law
can visit him,” according to Sahamnews.

Karroubi and Mousavi, who allege that President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s re-election in 2009 was
rigged, have reportedly been regularly intimidated by
hardliners.

Iran’s security forces have for several months imposed
strict restrictions on their movements, putting them un-
der de facto house arrest and scrutinising all visitors.
Thursday’s step by security forces comes after the two,
who stood against Ahmadinejad in the election, sought
permission to hold a rally on February 14 in solidarity
with protesters in Egypt, Sahamnews said.

Critics say the February 14 rally was a ploy by the two to
garner support for renewed demonstrations against Ah-
madinejad’s government.

Iran’s elite military force, the Revolutionary Guards, on
Wednesday warned against organising a demonstration.
“The seditionists (opposition leaders) are nothing but a
dead corpse and we will strongly confront any of their
movements,” Guards commander Hossein Hamedani
told the state news agency IRNA.

“We definitely consider them as anti-revolutionary and
spies, and we will strongly confront them.”

In addition to calling a rally, Mousavi and Karroubi had
launched a scathing attack on the regime on Tuesday,
saying the nation was being ruled by “hooligans.”

In a joint statement posted on their respective websites,
they said the Islamic republic has been “most hurt” by
the “anti-religion and oppressive behaviour of the re-
gime itself.”

They called for “an end to the rule of hooligans and to
instil meritocracy.”

Sahamnews, meanwhile, reported that a top aide of
Karroubi, Taghi Rahmani, and a former minister Mo-
hammad Hossein Sharifzadeghan had been arrested on
Wednesday.

Sharifzadeghan was welfare minister under reformist

president Mohammad Khatami and active in Mousavi’s
2009 election campagin, the website said. / AFP
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The Islamic Republic of Iran has de-
veloped a nuclear fusion reactor, be-
coming the sixth country in the world
to possess fusion technology.

Iranian scientists at the Atomic En-
ergy Organization or Iran (AEOI)
have designed and built a nuclear fu-
sion device, named IR-IECF, IRNA
reported on Thursday.

The research and work on the reac-
tor was carried out by scientists from
the Plasma Physics and Nuclear Fu-
sion Laboratory of the AEOI Nuclear
Science and Technology Research
Center.

The device uses Inertial Electrostatic
Confinement method and can pro-
duce isotopes and radioisotopes used
in diagnosing and curing cancer.

The US, Japan, South Korea, Austral-
ia and France are the only countries

which boast fusion technology.

Fusion -- which extracts energy from
nuclear reactions with a process akin
to how light and heat are produced by
the sun -- has been studied for dec-
ades, but it has yet to be developed
into a viable energy alternative.

The US and its allies accuse Iran of de-
veloping a military nuclear program.
In June 2009, the UN Security Coun-
cil imposed a fourth round of sanc-
tions against Iran’s financial and mili-
tary sectors under Western pressure.

Iranian officials have repeatedly re-
futed the charges, arguing that as a
signatory to the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty and a member of the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
Tehran has the right to use peaceful
nuclear technology.

‘Iran and Japan expand ties
to empower labor market for
Persian language academic’

TEHRAN -- The expansion of bilateral ties between Iran and Japan will empower the
labor market for graduates of Persian language from Japanese universities, professor Kam-

yar Abedi told the Persian service of ISNA.

Currently, there is no labor market for graduates of the Persian language in Japan and
most of them accept positions not related to their field of study, Abedi lamented.
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IRAN BUILDS NUCLEAR
FUSION REACTO

French director Martinelli to hold work-
shops in Tehran

Renowned French stage director, Jean-Louis Martinelli, will hold workshops for
Iranian actors during the 29th Fajr International Theater Festival.

“Martinelli will choose ten actors from the list we offered him so they can attend

the workshops, which will be held from February 17 to 20,” the festival’s secretary
Mohammad Heydari told the Persian service of MNA.

The Managing Director of the German magazine “Theater der Zeit” Harald Miiller,
accompanied by a delegation, will attend the festival. The September edition of the
journal will be dedicated to Iran’s theater in Persian and German, he added.

Heydari went on to say that some journalists from Germany and Italy will also at-
tend the festival to cover the news for the international audience.

The 29th Fajr International Theater Festival will be held from February 12 to 20 in
Tehran. Photo: Jean-Louis Martinelli in an undated photo
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