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CosmeticDentistry

Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants

168 Dental Clinic

Your Local Dentist

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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*Relax with a friendly professional team in

London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown

*Implant treatment available

*Orthodontic referrals

+«Affordable dental care for everyone
+Same day emergency treatment available
*Stop Smoking Service

*Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

Book an appointment online or contact us on:
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Alizadeh, Khalaj team up
for Iranian concert tour

After two years of hiatus, Iranian tar
virtuoso Hossein Alizadeh and accom-
panied by tonbak virtuoso Majid Khalaj,
will give concerts in six Iranian cities
starting February 17 and will run for
two months.

Qazvin, Rasht, Shiraz, Bandar Abbas,
Gorgan and Tehran will host their duet
performances. They explained the de-
tails during a press conference at the
Iranian Artists Forum on Monday.

“Unfortunately, Persian music does not
ideally match up after the Islamic Revo-
lution. People have the right to listen
to it but regretfully there is no facility
for holding concerts in many Iranian
towns,” Alizadeh mentioned at the con-
ference.

He said the Iranian music band had
several performances during the past
few years in foreign countries, and they
have had problems with performing
concerts in their homeland.

“The concert performances in several
big cities in Iran gave us good feelings
and I hope we can have more perfor-
mances in the near future,” he men-
tioned.

He went on to say, they would perform
improvisational pieces in the concert
hall in response to audiences during
their concerts.

“In planning concerts in towns other
than Tehran, several of the musicians
need more organization and more time
with the programming. This is one of
the reasons that we prefer duet perfor-
mances,” he said.

“When we presented a concert in Iran,
the artists were offended during the
process of gaining permission for their
performance. The insult came from
those officials who do not have the nec-
essary qualifications to give the permis-
sion,” Alizadeh lamented.

“I do not have any concerns about the
cancellation of concerts at the last mo-
ment. We have become thick-skinned
during these years and we are accus-
tomed to it,” he added.

“We experienced the first duet perfor-
mances 20 years ago in France. Our im-
provisational performance was a leap
from traditional form which was cre-
ated at the time,” Khalaj mentioned in
the conference.

Qazvin will be the first host of the con-
cert on February 17 and 18. After that,
they will give performances in Rasht
on February 20 and 21. The northern
city Gorgan is their next destination in
which they will perform on February 25
and 26.

Shiraz will be host to the performances
on March 6 and 7. They will give con-
certs on March 8 and 9 in Bandar Abbas.
They will conclude their performances
in Early April in Tehran’s Vahdat Hall.

Photo: Iranian tar virtuoso Hossein Ali-
zadeh (L) and tonbak performer Majid
Khalaj (R) attend a press conference at
the Iranian Artists Forum in Tehran on
February 15 to promote their Iranian
concert tour, which kicks off in March.
(Fars/Mahmud Hosseini)

Iran unveils commemorative stamp
for monotheistic religions

Iran unveiled a stamp during a meet-
ing to promote the convergence of
monotheistic religions”, which was

held in Tehran on Tuesday, The
Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, Mohammad Hosseini at-
tended the meeting, which took
place at the Engelab Hotel. A group
of followers from the different reli-
gions in the country also attended.
Representatives of the different
monotheistic religious minorities,
ambassador of Armenia, Vatican
representative, and several MPs also
participated.

The ceremony began with a short
speech delivered by Hosseini. He
talked about how different religions
live peacefully together in the coun-
try and said, “In Iran people live
peacefully with each other’s reli-
gions based on their commonalities,
and their officials also have the same

attitude.”

He also talked about Noruz as a tradi-
tion promoting peace and kindness.
Deputy Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance for Cultural Affairs
Bahman Dorri was also present at the
session said that religious minorities
in Iran have always been respected;
and, that they are Iranians and will
always be Iranians. Christian MP
Robert Biglarian also remarked that
Iranian religious minorities have
been actively present in different
historical events over the years.

He also talked about the unity that
is among the different religions and
stressed this solidarity, like every
other phenomenon, needs to be pro-
moted in order to avoid future prob-
lems.

An exhibition of religious rituals of
the monotheistic religions was also
on display to the public at the cer-
emony.

Photo: A poster bearing an image of
a “convergence of monotheistic re-
ligions” stamp and signatures of the
Iranian culture minister and the rep-
resentatives of the different mono-
theistic religious minorities in Iran
was unveiled during a meeting at
Tehran’s Enqgelab Hotel on February
15, 2011. (Photo by IRNA)

Bust of Ferdowsi now graces
Museum of Sarajevo

A bust statue of the great Iranian
epic poet Ferdowsi was unveiled
during a ceremony at the Museum of
Sarajevo on February 15.

The unveiling ceremony was held as
part of the cultural fortnight which
is being held by Iran on Ferdowsi’s
magnum opus Shahnameh at the Sa-
rajevo Winter Festival.

Created by Iranian sculptor Afshin
Esfandiari, the statue was unveiled
during a ceremony that was attend-
ed by Iranian and Bosnian officials.

The head of Sarajevo Winter Festi-
val Ibrahimu Spahicu, the sculptor
Afshin Esfandiari, the Iranian cul-
tural attaché to Sarajevo Hamidreza
Etminan and the head of Ferdowsi
Foundation Ferdowsi Foundation
Yaser Movahhedi-Fard attended the
ceremony.

Afshin Esfandiari’s statue of the
great Iranian poet and mathemati-
cian Khayyam unveils today during
a ceremony at the festival.

Esfandiari donated the two statues
to the head of the festival Spahicu to
in order to establish the two cultural
centers in Sarajevo. The statues are
symbols of friendship between Irani-
ans and Bosnians.

The fortnight, which started on Feb-
ruary 9, is co-sponsored by Iran’s
cultural attaché office in Sarajevo,
Iran’s Ferdowsi Foundation and the
International Peace Center in Sara-
jevo.
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Malek Museum
A Treasury of Islamic Works

Malek Museum is the first endowed museum of the
country.

Haj Hussein Aqa Malek endowed this museum to
Astan-e Qods Razavi. It is among the top five museums
of the country in terms of historical precedence and its
library is among the six treasuries of Iran’s handwritten
manuscripts

Haj Hossein Malek, the person who endowed this mu-
seum and national library, was born in Tehran in 1872.
His father, Mohammad Kazem, was one of the big mer-
chants of his time and also wrote poetry.

By Sadeq Dehqan

National Malek Library, with 19,000 unique and exqui-
site handwritten manuscripts, is viewed as one of the
six treasuries of Iranian handwritten manuscripts. The
other libraries are National Library, Library of Astan-e
Qods Razavi, Majlis Library, Grand Ayatollah Mar’ashi
Najafi Library and Central Library of University of Teh-
ran.

The library also has about 70,000 printed books, 3,400
stone books and 548 periodicals in 4,000 volumes. A sig-
nificant portion of the printed books belong to before
1942. The library constantly purchases manuscripts and

Origins

Mohammad Kazem Malek-ul-Tojjar left behind huge
assets for his children through trading and buying a
large number of properties in Khorasan.

Haj Hossein Malek assisted his father in managing their
Khorasan properties. It seems that his cultural interest
was ignited during a visit to Mashhad along with his
father.

In Mashhad, upon the guidance of one of his father’s
friends he became familiar with some exquisite works
in Astan-e Qods Razavi. Later, when he obtained a
copy of the anthology of Ibn Yamin Farivmadi (a poet
of sixth century AH), the thought of founding a library
crossed his mind. At that time he was 28.

In 1938, Malek endowed his house, which he had in-
herited from his father, in Bain-ul-Haramain Bazaar in
Tehran and all its furniture and books to Astan-e Qods
Razavi. He also donated a large amount of his land and
properties in Tehran and Khorasan to charitable organi-
zations and became known as the person who made the
largest endowments in Iran’s contemporary history.
Malek died in 1973 at the age of 101 and was buried in
Imam Reza’s (AS) Holy Shrine.

Library

printed books by using the Malek endowment fund.
Apart from books and study halls, the library has de-
partments for technical affairs such as mending manu-
scripts, photography and preparing microfilms and book
binding. The library has a publishing house, which was
established in 1968.

Museum’s Collection
The museum is host to works before and after the ad-

vent of Islam. Islamic works constitute the major part of
the museum’s works. It also has 3,000 Iranian coins and
medals from sixth century BC till the Pahlavi era.

Addressing a press conference, Managing Director of
Malek National Library and Museum Mojtaba Husseini
said thousands of manuscripts and artistic and cultural
works, such as calligraphy, paintings, carpets, textile,
metalwork and stamps, are kept in this museum.

The artistic collection of the museum includes paintings
by Kamal-ul-Molk Ghaffari, Lotfali Souratgar, Hadi
Khan Tajvidi and European painters.

The stamp collection of the museum contains the first
stamps printed in Iran and the rest of the world. The
museum also has a section for 34 carpets woven by the
most expert weavers of the past two centuries.

The calligraphy section of the museum hosts works
by renowned Iranian and Islamic calligraphers such as
Yaqout Mostasami, Alireza Abbasi, Mir Emad and Mir-
za Gholamreza Esfahani.

From the endowment of Haj Hussein Aqa Malek, the
income generated by the library and museum should
be spent annually for celebrating seven ceremonies,
including Mab’as (the day when Prophet Muhammad
(AS) made his prophetic mission public) and the birth
anniversary of Imam Reza (AS).

These festivities are accompanied by cultural activities
such as exhibitions and unveiling of new books.
Similarly, the endowment annually pays for organizing
five mourning ceremonies held from 7th to 11th of the
holy lunar month of Muharram to commemorate the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS) and 72 of his loyal
companions in Karbala.

Books Unveiled

Husseini also said that on the occasion of the birth an-
niversary of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), the book
“Bousiri Slave”, which consists of poetry about the
prophet by an Egyptian poet of 7th century AH, was
unveiled.

“The book is written by Alaeddin Tabrizi, a calligrapher
of Safavid monarch, Shah Tahmasb, and has been trans-
lated into Persian,” he said.

On this auspicious occasion, ‘Ganj-e Malek’, which is
a selection of the museum’s works with an Islamic ap-
proach, was also unveiled.

“In this book, information is provided about literary
masterpieces of the Islamic period and Qur’anic scripts,”
he said.

Other Plans

Elsewhere in his remarks, Husseini said the plan for
changing the architecture of Malek National Library
and Museum started two years ago and is aimed at
standardization of the building.

“After implementing this project, 1,070 meters of ex-
hibition space will increase to 2,200 meters, and the
library’s service space will increase to 1,500 square me-
ters from 360 square meters,” he said.

He said 30 exhibitions were held in the past couple of
years.

“During this period, 12 exhibitions were held inside the
institute and 18 in cities like Bandar Abbas, Bushehr,
Semnan, Zanjan, Shahroud and Shiraz,” he added.
Husseini noted that the virtual library will open in the
next two weeks.

“This library includes 1,500 handwritten manuscripts,
50 volumes of books printed after 1942 and 200 vol-
umes of publications published during the Constitution
Movement,” he said.

Husseini expressed hope the institute would become
the richest library of Islamic arts in the world within
the next five years.
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Italy’s Frattini: Dialogue only
way to build trust between Iran

and 5+1

TEHRAN - Italian Foreign Min-
ister Franco Frattini has said that
negotiation is the only way to
build confidence between Iran
and the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council and
Germany.

Italian foreign minister made the
remarks in a meeting with chair-
man of the Majlis National Securi-

clear up the misunderstandings
between Iran and Italy and fa-
cilitate enhancement of bilateral
cooperation through consultation
and exchange of visits.

The senior lawmaker also said
Iran is ready to continue talks
with the major powers.

Italian senator says Iranians are a
peace-loving nation

ty and Foreign Policy Committee
Alaeddin Boroujerdi in Rome on
Wednesday.

“The only way to build confi-
dence between Iran and the 5+1
group is continuation of talks,”
Frattini said.

He also said the latest round of
talks between Iran and the major
powers in Istanbul was a step for-
ward.

On January 21 and 22, Iran and
the 5+1 group (the United States,
Britain, France, Russia, China,
and Germany) held multifaceted
talks in Istanbul without achiev-
ing concrete results.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Frat-
tini called for expansion of co-
operation between Iran and Italy
to tackle issues like terrorism and
drug trafficking in Afghanistan.

He also highlighted the important
role that Iran can play in the es-
tablishment of peace and security
in Afghanistan.

Boroujerdi said that the two
countries’ parliamentarians can

In a separate meeting with Borou-
jerdi on Tuesday, Italian Senator
Lamberto Dini said Iranians are
a pacifist nation and have the
right to use the nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes.

“Iran is a peaceful country and has
not invaded any country over the
past centuries,” the chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Committee of
Italy’s Senate said.

Dini added that Iran has an ab-
solute right to nuclear energy for
civilian purposes.

The Italian senator also said Iran
plays an “important and influ-
ential” role in the international
scene and called for closer parlia-
mentary cooperation with Teh-
ran. Boroujerdi was on a two-day
visit to Italy where he met with
a number of Italian political and
parliamentary officials to explore
ways to enhance ties and discuss
joint effort to halt drug trafficking
in Afghanistan.
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Cyber-attack
didn’t slow Iran’s
nuclear progress

VIENNA: In an underground chamber near the city
of Natanz, surveillance cameras offer the world a rare
glimpse into Iran’s largest nuclear facility.

The cameras were installed by United Nations’ inspec-
tors to keep tabs on Iran’s nuclear progress, but last year
they recorded something unexpected: workers hauling
away crates of broken equipment.

In a six-month period between late 2009 and last May,
UN officials watched in amazement as Iran dismantled
more than 10 per cent of the Natanz plant’s 9000 cen-
trifuge machines used to enrich uranium. Then, just as
remarkably, hundreds of new machines arrived at the
plant to replace the ones that were lost.

Advertisement: Story continues below

The story told by the footage is a shorthand recounting
of the Stuxnet computer worm, the most significant cy-
ber-attack on a nuclear installation.

Records of the International Atomic Energy Agency, the
UN nuclear watchdog, show Iran struggling to cope with
a massive equipment failure just at the time its main ura-
nium enrichment plant was under attack by Stuxnet, ac-
cording to diplomats in Europe familiar with the records.

But the agency’s files also show a feverish - and apparent-
ly successful - effort by the scientists to replace broken
parts, even while constrained by sanctions banning Iran
from purchasing nuclear equipment. An agency report
due for release this month is expected to show steady or
slightly elevated production at the Natanz plant over the
past year.

A draft report by nuclear experts in Washington con-
cludes that the impact of the computer malware was
relatively minor.

“While it has delayed the Iranian centrifuge program at
the Natanz plant in 2010 and contributed to slowing its
expansion, it did not stop it or even delay the continued
build-up of low-enriched uranium,” the Institute for Sci-
ence and International Security said in the draft, a copy
of which was provided to The Washington Post.

The worm almost certainly exacted a psychological toll,
said David Albright, a co-author of the report. “If noth-
ing else, it hit their confidence and it will make them feel
more vulnerable in the future.”

The Washington Post
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