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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax

Head Office:

Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381
Introducing new office in Mill Hill:

Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane
Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105 lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk
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Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants
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*Relax with a friendly professional team in
London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Implant treatment available

*Orthodontic referrals

+*Affordable dental care for everyone
+Same day emergency treatment available
*Stop Smoking Service

*Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

Your Local Dentist

168 Dental Clinic u/ ;

CosmeticDentistry

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
9 gulise b 5339 dans il o Slead

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown
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Opening Times

Sl ) 09133 b wxwwl pal g S yiabl

www.persianweekly.co.uk

Book an appointment online or contact us on: Mon: 9am-1pm

Tue: 9al

2pm-6pm
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Tel: 020 7499 5455
Fax: 020 7629 2974

24 North Audley Street,

London W1K 6WD

(Off the Oxford St.)

Under New Licence No: 12113380

jravandi@btconnect.com

Dubai:
Tel: (9714) - 22 72 765
Fax: (9714) - 22 77 920

ravandi:emairates.net.ae
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THE FIRST DECLARATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS IN ANCIENT PERSIA

By: Dr. Darius Jahanian

One of the significant events in ancient history is the conquest of
Babylon by the Persian king, Cyrus the Great.

On October 4th, 539 BC, the Persian Army entered the city of
Babylon, which was then the capital of the Babylonian state (in
central Iraq). This was a bloodless campaign and no prisoners were
taken. Later, on November 9th, King Cyrus of Persia visited the
city. Babylonian history tells us that Cyrus was greeted by the
people, who spread a pathway of green twigs before him as a sign
of honor and peace. Cyrus greeted all Babylonians in peace and
brought peace to their city.

On this great event, Cyrus issued a declaration, inscribed on a clay
barrel known as Cyrus’s inscription cylinder. It was discovered in
1879 by Hormoz Rassam in Babylon and today is kept in the Brit-
ish Museum. Many historians have reviewed it as the first declara-
tion of human rights.

The Babylonian annals, as well as the first section of the Cyrus’ in-
scription, shed light on the religiopolitical plight that had angered
the people of Babylon and why they invited Cyrus’s military cam-
paign. Evidently, the Babyloninan king, Nabonidus, eliminated
the festival of the New Year and Nebo (one of the gods) was not
brought into the city, and Bel (another god) was not taken in the
procession of the festival. Also, the worship of Marduk, the king of
the gods, was changed to an abomination and Nabonidus torment-
ed the inhabitants with unbelievable oppression and forced labor.

The sanctuaries of all their settlements were in ruins and the in-
habitants of Sumer and Akkad had become like the living dead.
Marduk, the king of the gods, scanned and searched for a right-
eous ruler, finally coming upon Cyrus’s good deeds and his upright
mind and ordered him to march against the City of Babylon. The
angry inhabitants of Akkad had revolted but were massacred by
Nabonidus, who, upon his return to Babylon, was arrested, but
nevertheless was treated with respect. When Nabonidus died in
the year following, Cyrus participated in the national mourning
time that was proclaimed for him. The gods of Akkad were then
returned to their sacred cities. All the inhabitants of Sumer and
Akkad, including princes and governors, greeted Cyrus as a master
who brought them back from a living death. All who had been
spared damage and disaster revered his very name.

On this historical turning point, by order of Cyrus, all the captive
nationalities held as slaves for generations in Babylon were freed
and the return to their homeland was financed. Among the liberat-
ed captives were 50,000 Jews held in Babylon for three generations
whose return toward the rebuilding of their temple in Palestine,
a policy that was followed by Darius and his successors. Some of
the liberated Jews were invited to and did settle in Persia. Because
of such a generous act, Cyrus has been anointed in the Bible. He
is the only gentile in the Bible, who has been titled Messiah, an
is mentioned explicitly as the Lord’s shepherd and his anointed
(Messiah). Other references to Cyrus are attested in Isaiah where
Cyrus is called by name and given a title of honor; he is also called
to rebuild the God’s city and free His people and is chosen, called
and brought successful by God.

What took place after the victory in Babylon was contrary to the
standard of the time. Based on the inscriptions of the neighboring
countries (Assyrians, Babylonians), it was customary to destroy the
vanquished cities, level houses and temples, massacre the people
or enslave the population, replace them with snakes, wolves and
even carry away the soil to make the land barren. But here, peace
and liberty replaced the massacre and slavery, and construction
substituted for destruction. After Cyrus, his son Cambyses ruled
for eight years and captured Egypt, and as a sign of respect toward
their culture and religion, he prostrated himself before the god-
dess, Meith and paid homage to Apis, the Egyptian totem.

After Cambyses, Darius took over the throne and ruled form
522BC to 486BC. From 518BC to 515BC he established peace and
tranquility in Egypt and also paid homage to their totem, Apis.
Darius, in his inscriptions, expresses faith in the commands of
Ahuramazda. He declares “”Whoever worships Ahuramazda, shall
receive happiness in life and after death.”

He calls Elamites faithless, and because they did not worship
Ahuramazda, yet he does not pressure them to change faith. Darius
exhorts his successors “’thou shalt be king thereafter, protect your-
self from the lies and punish the liar and deceitful.”

He entreats God’s grace for the protection of Persia against rancor,
enemy, famine and the lie. At times he alludes to other gods that
may either indicate the old Aryan gods who still had strong fol-
lowings or the gods of other nations under his rule, for the display
of reverence toward their religions
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