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"l OV Your Local Dentist

CosmeticDentistry

Teeth Whitening
Dental

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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Dermal Filler- Botox (A
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*Relax with a friendly professional team in
London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown

«Implant treatment available -~

*Orthodontic referrals

+*Affordable dental care for everyone
*Same day emergency treatment available
*Stop Smoking Service

+Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

Book an appointment online or contact us on:
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Opening Times

Mon: 9am-1pm 2pm-6pm
-1pm 2pm-6p
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We are a group of interested
individual Iranians who would
like to inform and educate the
Iranian community about life
and living in the United King-
dom in order to help integra-
tion into their new country of
residence through culture, art,
entertainment, articles and
personal stories.

The purpose of our weekly
publication is to promote the
Iranian culture by exposing
the readers to rich traditions
in Persian celebration, litera-
ture, cinemas, art, poetry, mu-
sic, etc.

In addition, we provide a com-
mon website for over 3 mil-
lion Iranian professionals and
readers outside of Iran and to
enable them and other nation-
alities throughout the world
to view this publication.
Persian Weekly is a non-po-
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tion that encourages everyone
who is interested in Persian
culture to contribute to this
paper. We welcome any arti-
cles, opinion, photographs and
ideas you might have.
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Ganj-Ali Khan Bathhouse

Ganj-Ali Khan Bathhouse is among Iran’s
well-known tourist attractions due to its
historical precedence and architectural
style.

Situated in the middle of Ganj-Ali Khan
Bazaar, the bathhouse displays various arts
such as plasterworks, tileworks, sculpting
and stoneworks. Many experts maintain
that the bathhouse is the architectural
masterpiece of the Safavid era, Mehr News
Agency reported.

Characteristics

The bathhouse is undoubtedly one of the
most beautiful monuments of Kerman
made by the renowned architect, Sultan
Mohammad Memar Yazdi.

It was built during the reign of Safavid rul-
er of Kerman, Ganj-Ali Khan, during 1007-
1029 AH (after hegira) and completed by
his son, Ali Morad Khan.

Its walls are decorated with the magnifi-
cent calligraphy of the famous artist, Al-
ireza Abbasi.

Until 50 years ago, the bathhouse was
functioning in Kerman. However, since
1969, with the start of renovation of this
building, it was changed into a museum.

Today, it is recognized as an anthropology
museum, which is visited by domestic and
foreign tourists throughout the year.

One of the main beauties of this bathhouse
is the existence of waxed human statues
performing different activities. These stat-
ues look very real and make the bathhouse
a unique place.

Ganj-Ali Khan Complex includes a mosque,
bathhouse, bazaar, water storage and cara-
vansary. In the distant past, the place was a
venue for meetings of merchants.

At present, Ganj-Ali Khan Bazaar is one
of the sections of the big indoor bazaar of
Kerman and the caravansary is one of the
main commercial centers.

The museum hosts works belonging to
Ganj-Ali Khan, such as beautiful tea cups
and other artifacts of the time. It has a
built-in area of about 1,300 square meters.

Kerman Landscape and History

The province of Kerman is the third larg-
est in Iran. Most of the province is largely
steppe or sandy desert, though there are
oases where dates, citrus fruits, pistachios
and cereals are cultivated.

In view of its barren nature, the province is
very dependent on Ghanats (underground
water canals), built centuries ago but still
used today.

In the past, Kerman thrived because of
its location on the Asian trade routes, but
since the beginning of Safavid Dynasty
(1502-1722), it has relied more on carpet
production.

The provincial terrain did not give much

scope for agricultural activities, hence the
main activity of the town remains the pro-

duction of carpets and other handicrafts. It
has a Zoroastrian minority, though much
smaller than that in Yazd.

Kerman has had a long and turbulent his-

tory, and enjoyed peace and prosperity
only for short spells. Believed to have been
founded in the early 3rd century AD by
Ardeshir I, the founder of the Sassanian
dynasty, it was from the 7th century ruled
in turn by the Arabs, Buyids, Seljuks, Turk-
men and Mongols, and then until the Qajar
dynasty (1779-1921) by a further succes-
sion of invaders and regional despots.

The region experienced security under the
central government in Tehran during the
last century, but its relative remoteness has
continued to deny it any great prosperity.

Kerman Attractions

Shah Nematollah Vali’s Shrine

The dome over the tomb of Shah Nematol-
lah Vali, a well-known Sufi dervish, dates
from the early 15th century, but many of
the other structures in the small enclosed
complex were built in the reign of Shah
Abbas 1.

The tomb is renowned for its architec-
ture and seven ancient wooden doors. The
doors were originally from India, but no
one knows how they got to Mahan.

Shazdeh Garden

Visitors throng the small town of Mahan
for its fine mausoleum, beautiful palace
and gardens.

The charming Shazdeh Garden is worth a
visit. A collection of pools lead to a large
palace, which was once the summer resi-
dence of a prince, though not much is
known about his identity.

Bam Citadel

The citadel and the ancient city of Bam
were probably founded in the Sassanian

period (224-637). Some of the surviving
structures must have been built before the

12th century, but the greater part of what
remains dates from the Safavid period
(1502-1722).

Between 9,000 and 13,000 people once
lived in this ancient city until it was first
abandoned after the invasion of Afghans in
1722. Just when the inhabitants thought it
was safe to return, the city was abandoned
again in about 1810 when gruesome atroc-
ities were committed by invaders from
around Shiraz. From then until the 1930s,
the remains of the ancient city was used
as an army barracks. Later it was deserted.

It was the biggest adobe citadel in the
world and visited by tourists until a large
section was devastated in the 2003 earth-
quake.

Shopping in Kerman

Kerman is a small city, shopping in Kerman
has gained worldwide reputation because
of its exquisite carpets and handicrafts.
Carpet weaving is the chief industry of the
city and has gained international popular-
ity. Kerman’s carpets are hugely popular
because of their brilliant designs and fine
weaving.

Tourists can select from a large variety
of carpets. Apart from carpets known as
kilims and jajims, one can also buy hand-
woven shawls sold in the traditional shops.

All these beautiful items are considered
important handicrafts of Kerman. Most of
them are hand woven in small workshops
located in various parts of the city.

One of the popular market places you can
visit during your Kerman trip is Vakil Ba-
zaar. Its brass products, sweets and souve-
nirs are very popular among tourists.
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0207 433 2516 - 075 9269 0822

Suite 2, 1st Floor, Barkat House
116-118 Finchley Road NW3 5TH

www.iranianstudy.com

info@iranianstudy.com
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