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CosmeticDentistry

Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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*Relax with a friendly professional team in
London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown

«Implant treatment available

*Orthodontic referrals

+*Affordable dental care for everyone
+Same day emergency treatment available
*Stop Smoking Service

+Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

Book an appointment online or contact us on:

168 Dental Clinic

Your Local Dentist
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Solicitors
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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax

Head Office:

Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381

Introducing new office in Mill Hill:

Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane

Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105

DX 38863 Swiss Cottage
lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk
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Paradise of Bird Watchers

Due to its geographical situation and envi-
ronmental diversity, Iran has unique ecosys-
tems compared with other countries.

The country boasts of affiliation with four
different geographical regions, namely Tou-
rani, European, desert and Mediterranean,
and is rich in biodiversity.

Of the 10,000 plant species known in Iran,
about 1,700 species are indigenous and simi-
lar to this plant variety, a wide spectrum of
animal species are also found in this region,
Sunlandtour reported.

Diverse Fauna

Vertebrates known in Iran include fishes,
birds, reptiles, amphibians and mammals,
which indicate that Iran’s fauna is diverse.

Birds form one of the most attractive animal
species of Iran. Due to the location of Irani-
an plateau in the confines of three bio-geo-
graphically different regions, including arctic
region in the north, oriental region in the
east and African region in the south, it has
a considerable variety of bird species. This
has lent Iran a natural advantage over many
other countries. This diversity is evident
from the color of wings and body, and size of
birds, which attract many bird watchers from
all over the world. They have introduced Iran
as one of the important observational centers
of ornithology.

Recent ornithological studies have identified
504 bird species in Iran that is classifiable into
75 families, although there are some differ-
ences among experts. The Iranian birds can
be classified as spring migrant birds, perma-
nent reproducing birds, winter migrants and
transit migrants.

One of the rarest Iranian birds named Terao
Mlokosie Wiciz lives in the northwest of Iran
in Arasbaran region, where a mountain peak
has been named after the historical Khorram-
din Babak. This bird, which has a big body
and totally black color, prefers to live among
the thick forests of the area.

Pheasants prefer the lower area and the three
types of Iranian partridges, namely common
partridge, gray partridge and Caspian snow-
cock dominate the rocky hills.

The sylvan nature of this region of Iran ex-
tends from the northeast, namely the fringe
of Golestan forests. In these forests, the vari-
ety of birds is considerable. Different types of
woodpecker, including Maritus dryocopos to
Picus viridis and Torquilla Jynx which is not
similar to the dryocopus, can be seen here.

The singer birds from different families like
Sylvi, Paridea, Prunellidae, Turdida and
Fringilidae has enhanced the beauty of these
thick forests. Due to their small body and
the extraordinary similarity between differ-
ent species, their study is more interesting to
bird watchers. The water birds of the rich la-
goon of Caspian Sea have a significant story.
Annually, a large number of water birds and
waders inhabit these ecosystems in fall and
winter.

Grey white headed goose (Anserinae), red
breasted goose (Branta ruficollis) and differ-
ent types of anatide continue their autumn
migration toward the vast plains and ponds
of Iran and then disperse in Shadegan and

Hamoun plains.

The Siberian white crane (Grus leucogera-
nus), one of the rarest birds in the world, can
be seen in few numbers in the north and in
Fereydoun Kenar. The crane makes a mild,
tuneful and expressive sound.

Goliath heron (Ardea goliath), plover, reef
egret (in both white and black), common red-
shank (Tringa tetanus) and the rare species of
slender billed curlew (Numenius tenuiro-
stris) are among birds inhabiting the south-
ern coastal areas of Iran. The western parts
of Iran, due to the Zagros Mountain Range, is
the refuge of a large number of birds living in
cold weather conditions and higher altitude.

Among these birds, Tetraogallus caspicus is
actually the king of rocks and its great sense
of smell and sharp looks have made its hunt-
ing a dream for every Iranian hunter.
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Hunting Birds

Besides this big bird, Iran also has different
types of hunting birds, which either fly in
daytime or nighttime.

The glorious golden eagle ( Aquila chrysae-
tos), bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus),
Barbary falcon (Falco pelegrinoids), Saker
( Falco cherrug), Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo),
Kestrel (Flaco tinnunculus), Hobby (Falco
subbuted) and other hunting bird species
are scattered on the vast Iranian plains and
mountainous areas. The chestnut woods in
the western parts of the country, such as
Kermanshah, Kurdestan and Lorestan, have
altered the view of the area.

This green forest line, which differs from the
structural viewpoint with the northern Hyr-
canian and Arasbaran forests, is the home of
other species as well.

The Jay (Garulus glandarius) is a unique crow
of these forests and feed from the Oak trees.

The blue-colored gloss on the wing of this
bird, which is in distinct contrast with its
body, makes its recognition easier.

Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrohocorax), gold-
en oriole (Oriolus oriolus), Raven (Corrus
corax), wood pigeon (Columba palumbus),
tawny owl (Strix aluco), stock dove (Columba
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Oenas) and several other species can be seen
in the Oak forests of western Iran.

Great Bustard

The high plains of this area also house one of
the biggest and heaviest Iranian ground birds,
namely the Great Bustard (Otis tarda).

This bird can be recognized by its length of
about 100 cm, its huge body, long neck, tick
feet and its superb and delicate steps. This
bird is among the protected and rare species
of Iran, for which special conservation rules
have been formulated. Due to its impressive
bio-geographical diversity, Iran is the resi-
dence of many rare and special species.

These species are linked to the fauna of India
and Southeast Asia and their furthest domain
reach the southern parts of Iran. The Indian
pond heron (Ardeola grayii), which is seen in
the watery ecosystem of Hamoun, is one of

these species.

Other Species

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus), white-eyed buz-
zard (Butastur teesa), great stone plover (Plu-
vialis dominica), Arctict Skura (Stercorrarius
parasiticus), spotted sandgrouse (Pterocles
senegallus), parrot and Egyptian nightjar
(caprimulgus aegyptius) are among other spe-
cial species of these areas.

Taxons like masked booby (Sula dactylatra),
Persian shearwater (Puffinus persicus), white
stork (Ciconia ciconia), Indian teal, red-
headed merlin (Falco chicquera) and Black
Drongo (Dicrurus macrocercus), which are
among the rare and extinct birds of Iran, have
been seen only in these region and registered
in the lists of Iranian birds. In fact, this part
of Iran benefits from more attractions and
beauty with regard to ornithological studies
for having many more unknown fauna com-
pared with other areas.

Iran can be considered one of the most im-
portant natural tourism centers, especially for
biological researchers and bird watchers, as
it has green forests, vast plains and pastures,
reedy areas and ponds, mountains and rocks,
in addition to having four distinct climates.
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