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Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants

=Helax with a tnendly protessional feam in

=Implant reatment avadable

sUrthodonts referals

sAffordable dertal care for everyone
«Zamea day emergency treatmant avaidakia
=Hlap Srnoking Serdce

=Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

=Fully computenzed

n? 168 Dental Clinic

Your Local Dentist

CosmeticDentistry
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Lendon's Earls Court madem friendly practics

=Cosmetic Dental treatment mcluding {ooth whitening

sMfeanced orown and bridge work - Same day crown

Bmk an appamwem online or contact us. arr:

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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Persia Restaurant
45 Cricklewood Broadway, London NW2 3JX

020 8452 9226

www . persiarestaurant.biz
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Hands Off Iranian Relics!

The recent US court order preventing
the auction of ancient Iranian tablets
neutralized the plot of a few Jewish fam-
ilies.

These tablets were given on loan to the
University of Chicago’s Oriental Insti-
tute 73 years ago and should have been
returned to Iran after three years.

In 1937, in a joint excavation by the then
government of Iran and the Oriental In-
stitute in Persepolis, a significant num-
ber of valuable historical artifacts were
discovered and divided equally between
the two parties, Mehr News Agency re-

stopped until 300 other tablets were sent
to National Museum of Iran in 2004.

It was in April 2004 that Oriental Insti-
tute’s Director Gil Stein said the institute
intends to return the remaining tablets
to Iran after the completion of related
studies.

Unfortunately, a few Jewish families
masterminded a plot and claimed that
these tablets should be auctioned to pay
compensation for the death of some of
their family members in bombings in
the US. When they decided to keep the
tablets on hold in the US, their return to

ported.

Root of Problem

The Achaemenid tablets, as part of these
artifacts, were allocated to Iran. These
tablets contained cuneiform scripts and
images, and it was crucial that the script
be read by American experts.

Some 8,029 tablets were broken, but
the engraved script was readable while
10,800 tablets were broken and unreada-
ble. Some 7,500 tablets were either com-
plete or fragmented.

In any event, these tablets were given on
loan to the Oriental Institute for three
years so that after conducting extensive
research, they would be returned to Iran.
In 1948, the Oriental Institute returned
179 tablets, which was followed by the
delivery of 37,074 tablets in 1971. How-
ever, the process of returning the tablets

Iran became problematic.
The Oriental Institute blocked the court

order for putting the tablets on auction.
However, the court announced that the

institute is not in a position to defend
Iran’s position and the Iranian govern-
ment should officially enter the judicial
process and defend its rights.

Since the immunity of its sovereign
property was in danger, Iran decided to
enter the judicial process. An American
lawyer was hired to defend Iran’s right
in court.

In the meantime, supporters of cultural
heritage inside and outside the country
declared that they are opposed to the US
move, as the Achaemenid tablets were
given on loan to the University of Chi-
cago.

In 2008, more than 500 professors of ma-
jor universities across the world, Iranian
studies experts and archeologists sent a
letter to the US president about the ille-
gal move of the University of Chicago in
not returning the tablets to Iran.

Shortly afterwards, Iran’s American law-
yer filed a complaint about the confisca-
tion of tablets in an Illinois court. Several
court hearings were held, but no order
was issued by the presiding judge.

Last week, the US Appeals Court issued
a decree that the tablets cannot be auc-
tioned in the US. The decree opposed the
order of the preliminary court that the
tablets would be given to a few Ameri-
cans in Beit-ul-Mogaddas.

Immunity Upheld

Three federal judges voted in favor of
Iran and announced that the initial de-
cree that obligated Iran to declare all its
assets in the US contradicted the prin-
ciples of the law on foreign immunity.
Therefore, the decree issued on March
29 made the Iranian tablets immune to
any form of confiscation.

The court verdict is not final, although
the auction of tablets is no longer an is-
sue. Nevertheless, it is a remote possibil-
ity that the US appeals court’s decision
could be reversed, but issuance of the
final decree might be a time-consuming
process.

Some active cultural heritage bodies,
such as the Society for Monitoring Cul-
tural and Natural Heritage, carried out
extensive correspondence with related
international bodies for the return of the
Achaemenid tablets to Iran.

Copies of this exchange have been sent
to Foreign Ministry, National Commis-
sion of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
and Majlis Cultural Commission for fol-
lowing up the issue.
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