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as featured on BBC Radio 8’s “In Tune”,
and BBC Persian's "Close up"

5th May 2011 / 7.30pm
Book your tickets at

www.s]ss.org.uk
or call 020 7222 1061

“Innovative Virtuoso Musicians”
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CosmeticDentistry

Solicitors
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Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax

*Relax with a friendly professional team in
London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown
«Implant treatment available

*Orthodontic referrals

+*Affordable dental care for everyone

+Same day emergency treatment available

*Stop Smoking Service

*Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

Head Office:
Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381

Introducing new office in Mill Hill:
Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane
Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105

Book an appointment online or contact us on:

DX 38863 Swiss Cottage
lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk
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Tel: 020 7499 5455
Fax: 020 7629 2974

24 North Audley Street,
London W1K 6WD
(Off the Oxford St.)

Under New Licence No: 12113380

jravandi@gmail.com

Dubai:
Tel: (9714) - 22 72 765
Fax: (9714) - 22 77 920

ravandi:emairates.net.ae
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registered charity in England (No. 1104739)
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IRANICA

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
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Tehran At Nights

For years, lighting in Tehran has complied
with the needs of car drivers and not pedes-
trians. When night comes, most parts of the
city go dark and its residents have become ac-
customed to this darkness.

If you go to Azadi Square at 11 pm, it is semi-
dark when you factor out the light of cars.
And if your eyes are weak, you can hardly
see people resting on the square’s green areas
or pedestrians on the sidewalks, Mehr News
Agency reported.

One can also notice that there is no harmony
in colors used in lighting up this square. For
example, the light in the rear of this square
has no harmony with the next layer that is
yellow. When you move forward and ap-
proach the tower, you will encounter a white
patch of light that leads to a pink light. Then
there is no light.

In the central part of the square, the view of
Azadi Tower is flooded by a combination of
green, white and red colors. When you stand
at the nearest end of Jenah Highway and look
at the tower, the light flashing from the sign
of Azadi Cultural-Athletic Complex hurts
your eyes.

Standardization

The question that comes to the fore is wheth-
er standardization of lighting system means
increasing the lights or rearranging them.

It seems that the only thing you do not notice

when you look at Azadi Tower at night is the
great building’s grandeur. We only realize
that it is nighttime and that’s why the square
is dark.

The harmony of lights used in this square is
not to be expected.

An expert on beautification of cities, Masoud
Saeedi, is of the opinion that the difference
between day and night is the change in light.

“It is crucial that a few layers of light are de-
fined for the city’s texture at night. Of course,
all the blame is not on Tehran Municipal-
ity’s Beautification Organization, as in the
past few years this organization has carried
out many studies about lighting up Tehran at
night,” he said.

Official Neglect

Apparently, in designing the lighting system
of Tehran, the rights of pedestrians have not
been considered. And if there is not much
objection, it’s because the people of Tehran

have become used to this darkness.

This flaw in lighting systems can be easily de-
tected in Lavizan, Sohanak and Chitgar parks.

The problem is that we have always viewed
lighting systems as a peripheral issue in ur-
ban management. For a country filled with
historical elements, this is a faulty approach.

In other countries, lighting is used for high-
lighting important buildings. For example,
when we look at the Traffic Police headquar-
ters in Tehran at night, no lighting has been
considered for the building. The same applies
to other important buildings, such as those
of interior and housing ministries and even
Milad Tower.

In other countries, people have a major share
in lighting their cities and this has been ac-
cepted as a norm. For example, people of Ja-
pan spend a percentage of their incomes for
lighting sidewalks and the municipality sup-
plies the rest of the funds.

Recently, when a Japanese delegation arrived
in Tehran at 8 pm, its members thought that
people were all asleep. It looks like people in
charge of big buildings of the capital do not
feel any obligation toward lighting the ex-
terior of their buildings. This is while in ad-
vanced countries, lighting of big buildings is
mandatory.

Another point. Using lighting systems at
night is costly and the officials should decide
what parts of the city should be lighted, what
parts should be lighted partially and so on.
This will ensure it is clear that inhabitants
of some parts of Tehran will not be satisfied
with their respective lighting systems.

Studies

Tehran Municipality’s Beautification Or-
ganization launched studies on lighting the
capital towards the end of the tenure of
Mahmoud Ahamdinejad as Tehran mayor. It
was followed up during the tenure of incum-
bent mayor, Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf.

Most experts believe that the lighting of Teh-
ran should be different from all other cities of
the country.

The expert on beautification of cities stresses
that the lighting systemat night should be
able to relate to the people who use it.

Saeedi added that this will help people devel-
op a better bond with urban elements.

“For example, if you go to Keshavarz Boule-
vard at 8 pm, you will see that it is very dark.
This is while this boulevard has for years
been frequented by people at night. If people
walk in this boulevard, it is because they con-
sider it as a park whose ambiance they want
to enjoy,” he said.

Can you imagine Azadi Square and a few oth-
er squares that people frequent without any
lighting system at all for a few nights? It is
obvious that people’s links with these squares
will be completely severed and their textures
will totally change.
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