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Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants

168 168 Dental Clinic

Your Local Dentist

CosmeticDentistry

NHS & Private

Looking for an NHS Dentist?
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Areas of Law we can advise you on:

Litigation, Family Law, Divorce & Child Custody
Employment Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law
Company Law, Commercial & Residential Conveyancing,
Business Purchases, Landlord & Tenant
Immigration, Licensing, Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate & Inheritance Tax

*Relax with a friendly professional team in
London's Earls Court modern friendly practice

*Cosmetic Dental treatment including tooth whitening
*Advanced crown and bridge work - Same day crown
*Implant treatment available

*Orthodontic referrals

+Affordable dental care for everyone

+Same day emergency treatment available

*Stop Smoking Service

+Intra-oral Camera & digital X-ray

*Fully computerized

Head Office:
Lithos House, 307 Finchley Road, London NW3 6EH
Tel: 020 7433 2380 - Fax: 020 7433 2381

Introducing new office in Mill Hill:
Suite 107, Churchill House, 120 Bunns Lane
Mill Hill, London NW7 2AP

Tel: 020 3114 2117 - Fax: 020 3114 2105

Book an appointment online or contact us on:

Tel: 0207 373 0754

DX 38863 Swiss Cottage
lawyers@hoffman-bokaei.co.uk

020 7433 2380

www.hoffman-bokaei.co.uk
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Persia Restaurant
45 Cricklewood Broadway, London NW2 3JX

020 8452 9226

www.persiarestaurant.biz
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Khayyam Commemorated

Iran commemorated the birth anniversary of
eminent poet Omar Khayyam on May 18.

Khayyam is one of the versatile Persian per-
sonalities of 18th century AD. Those who are

not familiar with him probably think of him
as a poet who wrote in English. However, he
lived in a period when there were no regular
contacts between Europeans and non-Europe-
ans, Khorasanzameen.net reported.

Therefore, he probably never heard of the
English language, and much to the surprise of
some people, he was not a poet by profession.

Misunderstanding

Although a man of different culture, Khayy-
am is well known in the West through the
translation of his work by Edward FitzGerald.
However, despite his popularity in literary
circles, he is quiet misunderstood by the gen-
eral people. This misunderstanding is largely
the result of translation across a different cul-
ture and environment. Furthermore, a large
gap of time, eight centuries, contributes to
this distortion.

To understand the message of a poet clearly,
one has to read the original poetry in the orig-
inal language and be familiar with the poet’s
background, belief, experiences and society.
Otherwise, the poem will definitely lose its
meaning in different environment, culture
and time.

This article is intended to provide brief infor-
mation about Khayyam’s biography, poetry
and an interpretation of his poems translated
into English by FitzGerald.

~y

Life and Times

Khayyam’s full name was Ghiyaseddin Abu
Fath ibn Ibrahim Khayyam Neishabouri. He
was born in 1048 AD in Khorasan. His last
name Khayyam, meaning “tent maker”, is
probably a reference to the occupation of his
ancestors.

Receiving his early education in Neishabour,
Khayyam studied subjects such as Arabic,
Qur’an, mathematics, astronomy and lit-
erature. Khayyam is well known in English-
Speaking countries as a result of Edward
FitzGerald’s popular translation in 1859, the
Rubaiyat, a collection of quatrains.However,
Khayyam was an outstanding mathemati-
cian and astronomer. He worked on two
major projects of Malik Shah, including the
construction of an astronomy observatory in
Isfahan in 1074 AD. The other one was the
reforming of a calendar that later became
known as Maleki after the Seljuk monarch.
Khayyam measured the length of the year as
365.24219858156 days. It shows an incredible
confidence on his part to attempt to give the
result to this degree of accuracy. As we know
today, the length of the year changes over a
person’s lifetime. At the end of 19th century,

it was 365.242196 and today it is 365.242190.
A comparison shows that he was outstand-
ingly accurate in his measurement.

Khayyam’s fame as a poet has caused some
to forget his much more substantial scientific
achievements. He wrote a treatise on Alge-
bra and classified types of cubic equation and
presented systematic solutions to them. This
study is recognized as a significant analysis by
historians of science and mathematic.

In his algebra book, Khayyam also refers to
another work of his that is now lost. In this
lost work, he discussed what is now known as
Pascal’s triangle. Khayyam left the service of
the court of Seljuks after the death of Malik
Shah. He went to the Haj pilgrimage to Mec-
ca and then settled down in Neishabour and
took the job of teaching. According to many
historians, he was in Balkh, another city of
Khorasan (which is now part of present-day
Afghanistan) in 1112 AD. He died in the first
quarter of 18th century.

Khayyam’s Poems

Edward FitzGerald, a noted English poet and
a contemporary of Carlyle and Tennyson, first
discovered the manuscripts of Khayyam’s Ru-
baiyat in the British Museum and translated
part of it. When his translation of Khayyam’s
poems was published, it did not attract much
attention. However, when it was praised by
Dante Gabriel Rossetti in 1861, it became very
popular. The word Rubai is originally an Ara-
bic word that means four or composed of four.
Here, it refers to a form of poem consisting of
four lines similar to quatrains. The word Ru-
baiyat is the plural of Rubai. Khayyam seems
to have employed only this formation of po-
etry. His Rubais consisted of two verses of var-
ied prosody divided into hemistichs, with the
first, second and fourth hemistics rhyming,
and occasionally the third as well. FitzGer-
ald’s stanza, in his translation of Rubaiyat, is
a pentameter quatrain similar to Khayyam’s
poems but less varied in rhythm.

Each of Khayyam’s Rubai, in original Persian,
is an independent composition, its thought
condensed and polished to the form of an epi-
gram. The Rubaiyat is arranged as independ-
ent units in an alphabetic sequence not by
subject matter. It results, as FitzGerald said, “a
strange farrago of grave and gay”, with recur-
ring motifs but without unity or progression
of theme or mood. More than 600 Rubaiyats
(quatrains) in two manuscripts were available
to FitzGerald. He selected part of them and ar-
ranged them so that they have a certain cohe-
sion. FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat was not exactly an
accurate translation. He translated some liter-
ally, some loosely, combined others and added
some of his own composition though in the
spirit of the Persian original. Since Khayyam’s
time, there have been numerous attempts to
interpret his poems. Indeed, people inter-
preted his poems according to their own per-
ception. Monsieur Nicolas, a French consul at
Rasht, considered Khayyam a mystic, using
wine and beauty as images to illustrate the
divinity. Everybody interprets his poems ac-
cording to one’s own perception and experi-
ences. Some might take him literally and some
might attach more meaning to his poems.

However, Khayyam was more driven by the
circumstances of his time, by his desire to look
at life and the realities surrounding it with
logic and reason.
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