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2 Thorpe Close
London W10 5XL
Tel: 020 7221 5763
Mobile: 07961 447116

Email: persiancarecentre@hotmail.co.uk
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Ladbroke Grove, (Hammersmith & City Line
and Circle Line)Persian Care Centre is a
registered charity in England (No. 1104739)
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Istahan Hailed by UNESCO

Isfahan was declared the symbol of tourist
safety worldwide by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization (UNESCO).

Announcing the above, Colonel Jahangir
Karimi, deputy police chief of Isfahan for
social affairs, boosting security and safety
is an exigency in all societies, Fars News
Agency reported.

“The main duty of Tourism Police is to

The official emphasized that Tourism Po-
lice render services round the clock.

“In the past, tourists mostly obtained infor-
mation from the local people. Due to safety
and financial considerations, safety police
officers, who are fluent in English language,
have been deployed so that they can help
guide tourists more effectively,” he said.

With regard to the increase in tourist safe-
ty, Karimi said, “Psychological safety can-

boost safety and security. The plan for
launching Tourism Police in Isfahan has
met the satisfaction of about 81 percent of
foreign tourists. In addition to carrying out
routine police work, Tourism Police are
duty-bound to guide and establish commu-
nications with tourists,” he said.

The project of Tourism Police in Isfahan
has been launched for the first time in the
country on an experimental basis.

Karimi also said, “Most tourists traveling to
Isfahan visit the historical Imam Khomeini
Square. The need for Tourism Police was
felt for this particular place and this was
also put in place at Isfahan’s Bazaar. Peo-
ple have been employed as tourism police
who, in addition to being fluent in English,
ensure the safety and security of tourists in
Isfahan’s Bazaar.”

Curbing Crimes

Karimi noted that foreign tourists do not of-
ten commit crimes in the country.
“Tourism Police have been quite effective
in reducing crimes related to tourism...in-
side and outside the country. This success
has changed the safety indices. Tourism Po-
lice have paved the way for upgrading the
safety and security of tourists, and can con-
veniently establish communication with all
tourists,” he said.

“Although crimes related to tourists have
not been linked to security issues, tourists
feel more safe and secure now while visit-
ing different places in Isfahan,” he said.

not be determined with numbers. But, the
project has been successful in Isfahan and it
will be soon launched in other parts of the
country.”

Landscape
The vast province of Isfahan is located al-
most in the center of Iran between Tehran

and Fars provinces.

Although it is mostly arid, there are several
high mountains (Mount Karkas at 3,899
meters) and rivers such as Zayandehroud

dominate its landscape.

On approaching the city of Isfahan, leav-
ing behind the great deserts bounded by
the mountain chains that enclose the Ira-
nian plateau, one comes upon a wide basin
at the bottom of which rests the historical
city. The most striking thing, at first sight,
is the contrast between the endless expanse
of rock and sand behind, and the huge oa-
sis that lies ahead, with its big trees bearing
lush, verdant foliage.

Only the bulbous domes of the mosques
show above the canopy of vegetation and
glow turquoise-green in the sunshine. The
cool blue tiles of Isfahan’s monuments and
the city’s majestic bridges contrast per-
fectly with the hot dry Iranian countryside
around it, Iransaga wrote.

Monuments

The main monuments of Isfahan are essen-
tially the work of one man: Shah Abbas I
(more commonly known as Shah Abbas the
Great), who made the town his capital in
1598, and had it rebuilt with large avenues,
magnificent gardens and a royal palace.

Shah Abbas chose Isfahan as his capital,
prompted by the fear for the safety of the
old capitals, Tabriz and Qazvin, which
were considered too close to the Ottoman
Empire.

During his reign, Isfahan was opened up
to the outside world with the presence of a
number of foreigners at the Safavid court-
-English and Dutch merchants, European
artists and diplomats hoping to secure al-
liances against the common Ottoman ene-
my--and became one of the most glorious
cities of its time.

The famous half rhyme “Isfahan Nesfeh Ja-
han” (Isfahan is half the world) was coined
in 16th century to express the city’s gran-
deur.

However, its glory lasted for little more
than 100 years. An invasion by the Afghans
in the 18th century hastened the decline
and the capital was subsequently trans-
ferred to Shiraz and then to Tehran.

Isfahan’s main monuments are centered
around the following areas: Imam Square,
Friday Mosque and the bridges on Zayan-
dehroud. The center of Isfahan during the
Seljuk period was Friday Mosque.

The square is one of the largest in the world
(500 meters x 160 meters) and was the sym-
bolic center of the Safavid Dynasty and its
empire. It was used for holding festivals,
markets and games of polo.

The original goalposts from Shah Abbas’
polo grounds are still in place today at the
far end of the square.

Isfahan’s majestic buildings and bridges,
elegant gardens, attractive bazaars and tea-
houses, entice the visitor into wanting to
spend as much time as possible in its relax-
ing atmosphere.
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