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Iranian Gardens
World-Renowned

The gardens of Kerman’s Mahan, Behshahr’s
Abbasabad, Isfahan’s Chehelsotoun, Kashan’s
Fin, Shiraz’s Eram, Pasargad in Fars province,
Yazd’s Dolatabad and Pahlavanpour, and
Birjand’s Akbarieh have been registered on
the World Heritage List of the United Nations

By Farzaneh Shokri

reached its pinnacle with the construction of
Chaharbagh-style gardens during the reign of
Cyrus the Great.”

Cyrus Inventor of Chaharbagh Style

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO).

The mastery of Iranian architects in building
glorious gardens convinced UNESCO to regis-
ter nine Iranian gardens on the World Herit-
age List.

UNESCO’s representatives reported that Ira-
nians have had a special expertise in design-
ing and building Iranian gardens compared
to other designers and builders of gardens
worldwide.

Mohammad Ali Tahmasebi, an anthropology
researcher, believes that these gardens have
been commended due to their diversity of de-
sign and style.

“Although each garden has its own features
in compliance with the climatic conditions of
the region, it has still maintained the cultural
roots and historical styles of the country since
the era of Cyrus the Great in sixth century
BC,” he said.

He noted that these gardens are divided into
four categories of design and water plays a
significant role as an architectural decoration.

“By virtue of this style of designing, Iranian
gardens fundamentally contain the four main
elements of Zoroastrianism, namely sky,
earth, water and plants, and aim to create the
image of the Garden of Eden,” he said.

“At that time, Iranians possessed special skills
in building sustainable gardens and this skill

Based on the research and design of Pasargad
Garden, Cyrus the Great can be considered the
inventor of Chaharbagh design in the world.

By building the Pasargad Chaharbagh, Cyrus
initiated a new approach in garden design in
compliance with the preference of Iranians.
This was accepted as a model of Iranian gar-
den for generations after him.

After Cyrus, Daruish ordered the construc-
tion of memorial buildings with a new quad-
rilateral model, which also complied with the
system of four gardens. Dividing gardens into
four segments in square-shaped designs, the
Chaharbagh pattern was emulated for years
after the era of Cyrus.

In fact, by building imperial gardens, Iranians
sought to display their glory and grandeur, in
addition to other purposes.

For those who have the power of understand-
ing mysteries by observing glorious memori-
als, the imperial gardens of Cyrus convey a
wide spectrum of political messages and dis-
play the prowess of the ruling political system.
By the same token, relics found at Pasargad
indicate the ideas of Cyrus.

The quadrilateral plan of imperial gardens is
in essence symbolic of the artistry of Iranians
and the design of mythical gardens in Iranian
civilization.

Iranians considered division into four as an
auspicious symbol. They believed that the

world is divided into four parts and the four
main elements are the source of the world’s
creation. Therefore, Achaemenid gardens
should also have four divisions. In other
words, the Achaemenid imperial gardens rep-
resent a small world.

In the eyes of Cyrus the Great, gardens repre-
sented fertile lands and a unified global order
void of internal and external discontinuities.
This was manifested in Iranian gardens and
in Islamic gardens after the Achaemenid era
with greater sophistications.

The quadrilateral symbols of Achaemenid
gardens are also visible in Sassanid and Islamic
specimens.

Iranian gardens led to the emergence of sym-
metric gardens in southern Italy in the middle
of 9th century AD. In the Alhambra palace in
southern Spain, the manifestations of Iranian
gardens are evident.

However, the gardens built in the pre-Islamic
period, be it in terms of design or materials
used, could not be compared with the archi-
tecture of Iranian gardens.

Mahan the Most Distinguished Garden

In the garden architecture, the place where
gardens are built is of high importance. Ma-
han Garden is blessed with this feature and
is among the most distinguished Iranian gar-
dens.

This garden is situated in the desert area of Ti-
gran Village. Since the length of this garden
is three times its width, it has an unparalleled
sight. Standing in this garden one could both
see the snow-capped peak of Mount Joupa as
well as the large Tigran Plain.

Mahan Garden is situated 35 km southeast of
Kerman and 6 km from the city of Mahan on
Kerman-Bam Road.

Established during the Qajar era, Mahan Gar-
den is an example of Iranian garden that uti-
lizes favorable natural conditions in the best
possible manner. Fertile soil, sunshine, mild
winds and, above all, access to water (Tigran
aqueduct) facilitated the establishment of
such a magnificent garden in an arid area.

The garden has an area of 5.5 hectares and is
rectangular in shape. It was renovated once in
1958 and again after an earthquake in 1981. It
was purchased by the Directorate of Culture
and Arts and registered as national heritage.

Tehran’s Gardens

The gardens of Golestan, Qajar Palace, La-
lehzar, Borj Noosh, British Embassy, Eshra-
tabad, Saltanatabad and Aminoddoleh are
among the most famous gardens of Tehran.

Due to the presence of many water streams
and tall trees, Tehran has had unique gardens.
In fact, the history of Tehran cannot be stud-
ied without paying attention to its gardens.

One may wonder why the beautiful gardens
of the capital were suddenly replaced by tall
buildings. While owners of these gardens
speedily conformed to changes in urban de-
velopment and sold their gardens to urban
developers, the officials also overlooked the
destruction of some of the most beautiful gar-
dens in the name of expediency and develop-
ment.

Currently, urban officials are aware of this
neglect and prevent Iranians from destroying
gardens.
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